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May 7, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for Council consideration is an ordinance approving the City of Redmond Water System Plan (Plan).  Approval of the Plan is required under K.C.C. 13.24 as a prerequisite to granting right-of-way franchises and construction permits.  The Plan discusses the system improvements necessary to provide water service to current and future populations served by the City of Redmond (Redmond).

Redmond currently provides water service for approximately 45,000 people residing within the Redmond city limits, and both urban and rural unincorporated King County.  Approximately 80 percent of the District’s customers are single-family residences.  In 20 years the population is projected to increase by about 70 percent, primarily due to development of the Bear Creek Urban Planned Developments.

Currently, Redmond purchases about 70 percent of its water supply from the City of Seattle.  The remaining 30 percent of Redmond’s supply is provided by five wells.  Redmond has certificated water rights for all of the wells.  Redmond is a member of the Cascade Water Alliance, which is currently proposing Lake Tapps as an alternative water supply source.  Redmond’s water supply contract with the City of Seattle expires in 2012.

Redmond supports and participates in the City of Seattle’s conservation program, which is intended to reduce average demand by one percent each year for ten years.  Redmond has adopted an inclined-block rate structure for residential users, a seasonal rate for multi-family and commercial users, and a separate irrigation rate.  These rate structures will help to improve the effectiveness of the conservation program.  Per capita use has declined about ten percent during the past ten years.  

Redmond customers currently use over 7 million gallons of water per day (mgd) on an average basis and nearly 19 mgd during days of maximum demand.  Projections in the Plan indicate that by 2020 the average and maximum day demands may increase to nearly 13 mgd and over 33 mgd, respectively, assuming existing patterns of water use remain the same.

The Plan includes a twenty-year capital improvement program that proposes to replace old and undersized water mains, repair and maintain storage tanks and wells, improve disinfection procedures, and upgrade pump stations and control systems.  As part of the capital program, Redmond is spending $150,000 to fund a water right application for the Lake Tapps project, and is proposing to spend $750,000 per year from 2003 to 2020 in connection fees to the proposed new Lake Tapps water supply.  The capital program is valued at nearly $54,000,000.

The Utilities Technical Review Committee reviewed and approved the Plan on October 10, 2002.  Redmond has issued a Determination of Non-significance for the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act, and the Washington State Department of Health has approved the Plan.

I would appreciate your review and concurrence with the proposed ordinance.  If you have any questions, please contact Bruce Bennett, Chair of the Utilities Technical Review Committee, 

at (206) 296-1952.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:
  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)


Steve Broz, Budget Supervisor, OMB


Darcia Thurman, Budget Analyst, OMB

Bruce Bennett, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee
