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 Quick list of successes for the 2005 Washington Legislative Session
Mental Health Funding 
 
· The final State budget appropriates $80 million to replace lost federal funding due to new rules which dictate that the state’s mental health system is no longer able to use savings achieved through Medicaid managed care for people who, and services which, are not otherwise eligible for Medicaid. King County is expected to receive around $11. KCDCHS helped write the priorities that guide the funds that appear in the budget. 
Public Health Funding 
· The final State budget included $48 million from Health Services Account to be passed through to local health departments from Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development.  King County will receive nearly $10 million per year.
 
Veterans 
 
· Legislation passed giving counties the option of providing programs as well as direct cash grants to veterans. The bill requires each county to establish a veterans' assistance program to address the needs of local indigent veterans and their families; allows counties to authorize other entities to administer veterans' assistance programs if specified criteria are met; requires each county to establish a veterans' advisory board to advise the county legislative authority on relief related matters. 
 
Housing 
 
· Homeless - Legislation was passed to increase recording fees to fund housing programs for the homeless. King County will receive 60% or about $3 million as our share of the filing fees. The balance (40%) goes to the State to set up grant funds to municipalities and KC is eligible to apply for these funds as well. 
 
· Housing Trust Fund (HTF) - $20 million was added to the Housing Trust Fund – KC usually fairs very well with its HTF grant requests. 
 
 
· Greenbridge – is a 100-acre site in White Center, just south of the Seattle city line. The 1,025-unit development will be a mixed-income housing development that will feature view homes for sale and workforce rentals as well as comfortable, rent-subsidized homes. It also includes parks, trails, retail, a library, a school and the expansion of human services available. The final State Capital budget included $200,000 for the Greenbridge plaza project and $300,000 for the Greenbridge Youth and Family Center. 
Chemical Dependency 
 
· Legislation authorizing two county pilot programs which merge chemical dependency and mental health assessments.  The legislation also authorizes a 1/10th sales tax authority for improvement and expansion in the chemical dependency treatment system. The bill that passed did have supplanting language. Additional Medicaid funds for chemical dependency treatment for medically eligible clients and increased residential rates were included in the budget. 
 
· Regional Service Networks (RSNs) – Legislation passed which requires the State to set up standards for care, which we should meet. In counties not meeting standards the mental health division of DSHS will issue an RFP to select an appropriate administrator for mental health services in that county/region.   

 
Brightwater 
 
· The legislature passed our bill that authorized the Owner Controlled Insurance Program which saves King County $4.6-$6.6 million in insurance related costs on Brightwater. 

 
Jury Districting  
 
· Authorizing jury source lists to be divided by jury assignment area – The Legislature passed our bill that states that in a county with more than one superior court facility and a separate case assignment area for each facility, the jury source list may be divided into jury assignment areas.  At the request of the majority of the judges of the superior court, the Administrative Office of the Courts may designate and adjust jury assignment area boundaries based on United States census data.  Our Superior Court will seek a declaratory judgment from the State Supreme Court prior to implementing this statute. 
 
Election Reform
What Passed:
 
· Legislation was passed that allows counties to elect to conduct all mail-in ballot elections. 

· Voters must show ID at the polls. Acceptable ID includes utility bills and paychecks. 
· Electronic voting machines must produce a paper record of each vote. 
· Provisional and absentee ballots must be distinguish-able from other ballots. 

· Certification of general election extended to 21 days
What failed:
o        Moving the primary from September to August (to allow more time for absentee voting). 
o        Requiring all voters to re-register by July 1, 2007 (to ensure only legal voters are included). 
o        Requiring the state to pay a share of primary-and general-election costs.
 
Environment 
 
· Salmon Funding – Legislation passed which authorizes lead entities within a salmon recovery region to form a regional salmon recovery organization to plan, coordinate and monitor a regional plan. The budget funded salmon recovery efforts, (please see attached Item #4 a. 2005 DNRP Water & Land Budget Analysis - Description & b. 2005 DNRP Water & Land Budget Analysis- Matrix). The bill authorizes the shift from planning to implementation and gives block grants to lead entities for project implementation (we are a lead entity in WRIA 8 & 9). Allocation of these dollars across Puget Sound will be based on a recommendation from Shared Strategies and both the Executive and Councilmember Constantine serve on this board.   

 
· Conservation Districts – Legislation passed which provides the option for a Councilmanic Increase and extension of the conservation district per parcel fee from $5 to $10. This is expected to raise approximately $2.5 million in King County with the funds split by a formula that we will establish this year in conjunction with the local conservation districts, cities, and WRIA’s. 
 
 
· Oil Spill – An Oil Spill Advisory Council was created in the Office of the Governor to address the prevention of oil spills, improve preparedness and response. The council is composed of sixteen members appointed by the Governor, plus two invited tribal representatives. Members are appointed for the following interests: Three environmental organizations; one commercial shellfish; one commercial fisheries; one marine recreation; one tourism; three county governments; two marine trade; one marine labor; one major oil facilities; one public ports; and one individual who resides on a shoreline. 

 
· Green Buildings – Legislation passed to require that all major facility projects funded in the State capital budget, or projects financed through a financing contract as established in law, must be designed, constructed, and certified to at least the LEED silver standard, to the extent appropriate LEED silver standards exist for a project type. Green building" is a term used to describe development and construction standards that promote environmental conservation. Introduced in 2000 by the U.S. Green Building Council, LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) provides national design-guidelines and a third-party certification tool for rating commercial green buildings. This legislation takes effect on 7/24/2005. 

 
· Clean Cars – Legislation passed adopting the California vehicle emissions standards, without the zero emission vehicle regulations. The rules will be effective only for those model years for which Oregon has adopted the emissions standards. Broadens the diesel school bus retrofit program to include other publicly owned diesel equipment. Vehicle emissions testing may be done by authorized auto dealers and repair shops beginning in 2012. The vehicle emissions testing program expires in 2020.;  
· Puget Sound – The final state budget included $1 million in funding to help local governments improve protections to the waters around the Sound. 

 
Growth Management 
 
· One Year Extensions for local governments to comply with CAO scheduled updates: Legislation was adopted that allows counties and cities planning under the Growth Management Act (GMA) to request one additional year to comply with the GMA’s requirement to development regulations that protect critical areas. Only those counties and cities in compliance with the scheduled dates for completion of regulations that protect critical areas, and those counties and cities demonstrating substantial progress towards compliance with said schedules for development of regulations that protect critical areas may receive grants, loans, pledges, or financial guarantees from the State. A county or city that is fewer than twelve months out of compliance with the schedules in this section for development regulations that protect critical areas is deemed to be making substantial progress towards compliance. 

· 2.5 million provided to Ecology for grants to local governments for Shoreline Master Program updates. King County has been notified that it will receive a grant and it is good to know the money is there.
· 1.5 million to Ecology to do Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit rules. DDES hopes to use this process to further the Executive's harmonizing efforts, so this money will allow this effort to continue.
· 395,000 to Ecology for wetland mitigation bank rule - another effort that will probably help King County out on some of its regulatory reform efforts.
 Transportation 
 
· As part of the transportation funding package/gas tax increase, counties get a quarter of a penny distributed locally to us in 2005. King County expects about $780,000. Another quarter of a penny will be added on July 1st of ’06 for a total $1,565,000 for 2006 and future years. 
· The budget provided $3.6 million for the State to continue to run the Vashon Passenger Ferry system for the next two years. 
 

EMT’s
 
· Legislation passed allowing members of the public employees' retirement system plans 1 and 2 employed as emergency medical technicians to transfer to the law enforcement officers' and fire fighters' retirement system plan 2. LEOFF members who elect to transfer service credit earned as an EMT in PERS are required to pay the difference between the contributions that they paid into PERS, and the contributions that they would have paid into LEOFF, plus interest. This affects about 67 King County Employed EMT’s in south King County. The cost to the County could be as much as 3.6 million over 5-10 years, but much depends on how many employees choose to switch over, and when they choose to switch over and many will not elect to do so. 
 Criminal Justice/Courts 
 
· Filing Fees/Judges Salaries - Court Filling fees were increased. King County will receive about $2.1 million as a result. 12 ½ % of District Court Judges salaries will be paid for by the State from the state share of the filing fee increase.  Savings which King County realizes as a result of the State picking up a portion of these salaries must be used to create a court improvement fund ($300K). The State will generate about $5-$6 million a year from this increase to be distributed by the State for dependency and indigent defense services. We don’t think KC will see much of these funds – because the state will probably focus their dollars on counties that have less sophisticated systems in place to handle dependency and indigent defense. 

 
· DWLS 3 - Establishes an administrative review procedure by the Department of Licensing when the agency is required by statute to suspend or revoke a person's driving privilege. Requires courts to enter into payment plans with persons who are unable to immediately pay their civil fines for traffic infractions. 

· HB 1314 – Establishment of DV Prevention Account.  An additional $10 will be assessed for marriage licenses and dissolution petitions filed, and will be deposited in a DV prevention account.  DJA will be responsible for collecting the fee on dissolution petitions.  The monies from this account are required to be used exclusively for non-shelter community-based services focused on domestic violence prevention.
 
 Historic Document Fee 
· Legislature increased fee to $5.00 with $4.00 going to Auditors Operations and Maintenance Fund and $1.00 going to the County Current Expenses Fund.  Fee to remain at $2.00 for Educational Service Districts.
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