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March 27, 2019


The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski: 

As required in the adopted 2019-2020 King County Biennial Budget, Ordinance 18835, Section 95, Proviso P4, this letter transmits the report providing additional information on the public health approach to Zero Youth Detention (ZYD) requested by the Metropolitan King County Council and a motion to approve the report. 

In alignment with the proviso, the report covers three areas:

Zero Youth Detention and Stopping the School to Prison Pipline 
Zero Youth Dention (ZYD) and Best Starts for Kids’ Stopping the School to Prison Pipeline (SSPP) are coordinating closely to support community-based efforts to build a comprehensive set of culturally responsive and restorative strategies for youth and their families at risk of being or who are involved in the criminal legal system.  As noted in the report, ZYD and SSPP will each focus on a part of the spectrum of engagement with these youth and families.  SSPP primarily focuses on promotion, prevention, early intervention; ZYD primarily focuses on intervention, detention, and reconnection. 

Bolstered by a public health approach, this partnership between ZYD and SSPP has several crucial advantages. It allows each to focus on specific parts of this spectrum and more effectively leverage resources. It also supports more integrated engagement with community and system partners. Finally, this partnership creates a stronger network of allies to transform systems, structures, and policies to further support community-driven, restorative solutions.

Incorporating Components of Successful Gang Intervention Programs into ZYD
The report outlines five components of successful gang intervention programs:  
· community mobilization
· opportunities provision
· social intervention
· suppression; and
· organizational change and development.

As King County moves to a public health approach to ZYD, it will work with its partners to incorporate these components and deliver culturally responsive supports with a focus on serving youth and their families in the communities most impacted by the criminal legal system.

Updates on ZYD including Expansion of Community Supports for Electronic Monitoring 
ZYD, with support from SSPP and other partners, is focusing on start-up activities and on implementing the Go-First Strategies included in the 2019-2020 adopted budget.  The report includes descriptions of these activities. In particular, the report discusses the work underway to define the scope of culturally responsive community services for expanding the use of eletronic monitoring and incorporating these services into the process for placing youth into electronic monitoring.  ZYD and SSPP will work together on the process to engage community organizations to provide these services.

I appreciate the Council’s support of Best Starts for Kids, ZYD, and other efforts that are seeking to support community-based efforts for ensuring there are meaningful pathways for all youth to be happy, healthy, safe, and thriving. The Report in Response to Proviso on Zero Youth Detention aligns with the County’s Strategic Plan “safety and justice” goal by reducing “disproportionate minority representation in the criminal justice system.”

The estimated cost for preparing this report is $9880.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Patty Hayes, Director, Public Health – Seattle & King County, at 206-263-8285.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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