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July 31, 2019

The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski

As required by the 2019-2020 Biennial Budget Ordinance 18835, Section 57, Proviso 1, I am transmitting the enclosed report and motion from the Department of Local Services, Road Services Division (Roads) as Attachment A to this letter. The report responds to the King County Council Proviso request for a plan to increase the total number of miles of snowplow routes for future snowstorm events in the unincorporated areas of King County.

The proviso reads:

SECTION 57.P1.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Of this appropriation, $50,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits a plan to increase the total number of miles of snowplow routes for future snowstorm events in the unincorporated area of King County and a motion that should acknowledge receipt of the plan and reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion, and a motion acknowledging receipt of the plan is passed by council. 

The plan shall include, but not be limited to:
           	
A.  A description of all current snowplow routes;
B.  A description of all proposed new snowplow routes, in descending order of priority, to receive snowplow service in future snowstorm events under the plan, including the general description of their location in unincorporated King County and the number of miles per route; and
C.  An analysis of resources, including, but not limited to, additional county personnel and county equipment or contracting for services necessary to achieve the increase in the total number of miles of snowplow routes for future snowstorm events in the unincorporated area of King County proposed by the plan.

The executive should file the plan and a motion required by this proviso by September 30, 2019, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff and the lead staff for the planning, rural service and environment committee, or its successor.

Roads maintains approximately 1,500 miles of roadways and 182 bridges within unincorporated King County. As part of its mission, Roads conducts sanding and snow removal operations on 583 miles of designated snow and ice routes, to mitigate hazardous driving conditions during winter storm events. In response to winter storms, Roads leadership mobilizes a strategic response commensurate with the scale of the storm and its anticipated impact to the County’s road network.

Roads is currently resourced to clear a limited, subset of designated snow and ice routes affected by smaller, localized storms, within three days. As winter storms grow in size, intensity and duration, Roads resources are supplemented by other King County agencies. During countywide winter storms, Roads, with the support of partner agencies, can typically clear all designated snow and ice routes, within five days. With severe back-to-back storm events, such as what occurred during the February 2019 winter weather emergency event, King County’s resources are constrained and it is not possible to clear snow and ice routes as quickly as is done for smaller-scale storms.  

In response to the proviso request, Roads prepared the attached, Snow and Ice Report, with input from King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks’, Solid Waste and Parks Divisions. The report identifies 583 miles of existing and 70 additional miles of snow and ice routes.  These additional routes expand service to neighborhoods while enhancing connectivity and mobility within the existing system. The resources needed to add these routes and reduce the time required to clear them to bare ground, following a countywide storm, are described in detail in the report.

This report is consistent with the King County Strategic Plan goal of supporting communities by maintaining safe and secure County-owned infrastructure, including roads and bridges.  It also advances the guiding principle of providing quality local government that is effective, efficient, and responsive to residents in unincorporated areas. In developing the report, the team considered the needs of communities that rely on public transportation and, where needs are greatest, collaborated with other County agencies, consistent with the goals of the County’s Equity and Social Justice Strategic Plan and the Strategic Climate Action Plan.

It is estimated that preparation of this report required 90 staff hours, costing $9,000.

Thank you for your consideration of the attached report and motion. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Rick Brater, Road Services Director, at 206-477-3601.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:	King County Councilmembers
		ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff
			  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council
	Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
	John Taylor, Director, Department of Local Services
	Rick Brater, Director, Road Services Division, Department of Local Services
	



