The Honorable Larry Phillips
April 22, 2005
Page 2

April 22, 2005
The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed is a motion authorizing the use of a Revised Deed of and Agreement Relating to Development Rights (Revised Deed and Agreement) to be used for Farmland Preservation Program acquisitions that include funding from the Federal Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP).  The Revised Deed and Agreement significantly increases protection of the farmland and much of the wording differs from that used in the original documents.  Since the King County Council approved the initial purchases of development rights which used the original Deed and Agreement, we are transmitting the proposed revisions to the Council for review and approval.  This motion will allow the Farmland Preservation Program to utilize FRPP funding, thereby substantially increasing the monies available for additional farmland development rights acquisitions.
To date, King County’s Farmland Preservation Program has received $460,000 from the FRPP.  This funding has been used to purchase development rights on 47 acres of farmland in the Sammamish Valley Agricultural Production District (APD) and on 80 acres of farmland in the Enumclaw Plateau APD.  The Farmland Preservation Program has also been awarded FRPP grants of $800,000 and $225,000 for pending development rights acquisitions in the Lower Green River Valley and the Snoqualmie River Valley APDs.

Prior to completing the two pending acquisitions, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), which administers the FRPP, has asked that King County revise its Deed of and Agreement Relating to Development Rights to make it more consistent with the development rights deeds used by FRPP grant recipients in other parts of the country.  In addition to increased protection of the farmland, the changes requested by NRCS help maintain viable agriculture and serve to protect the property interests of the United States.
The Prosecuting Attorney has reviewed the Revised Deed and Agreement to ensure that it is consistent with the objectives of the Farmland Preservation Program.  Development rights acquisitions typically include some funding from the Farm and Open Space Bonds initiative and the Revised Deed and Agreement satisfies the restrictions imposed by the use of this funding.  As with the original Deed and Agreement, the Revised Deed and Agreement must be specific to each property; the variations that allow it to be property-specific are bracketed in the Revised Deed and Agreement which is attached to this motion. 

The King County Agriculture Commission has reviewed the Revised Deed and Agreement and recommends that it be adopted.  The Farmland Preservation Program will continue to submit applications for FRPP grants with the intent of using the Revised Deed and Agreement for additional development rights acquisitions that include FRPP and Farm and Open Space Bonds initiative funding.  If you have any questions regarding this legislation, please feel free to contact Jerry Balcom, Manager of the Office of Rural and Resource Programs Section in the Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-205-5668.

I recommend that the Council approve this motion.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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Joe Rochelle, Prosecuting Attorney, Civil Division, Office of the Prosecuting Attorney

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)
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Jerry Balcom, Manager, Office of Rural and Resource Programs, WLRD, DNRP
