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May 29, 2018
The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:
This letter transmits an ordinance authorizing the Executive to sign an amendment to an interlocal agreement (ILA) with the City of Seattle to provide City of Seattle defender legal services. The King County Department of Public Defense currently provides services as authorized by King County Ordinance 18578.
This amendment will enable Department of Public Defense attorneys to represent Seattle Municipal Court clients in civil legal proceedings, where doing so will mitigate the harm of criminal justice involvement for the client.
This transmittal is in alignment with King County Code 2.60.020, which authorizes the Department of Public Defense to provide public defense services to the State of Washington, tribal governments and municipalities in King County on a full cost-recovery basis and to negotiate appropriate contractual agreements, subject to Council approval by ordinance when required by law. No additional appropriation authority is required for this amendment.

The ordinance enclosed supports the Justice and Safety Goal of the King County Strategic Plan to “Support safe communities and accessible justice systems for all,” and specifically Strategy 2.a: “Ensure the availability of public defenders for those who need them.” The proposal also supports the Financial Stewardship Strategy 1.b: “Work with cities to identify opporuntities to provide services more efficiently, such as contracting.”
Thank you for your consideration of this important legislation.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Gwen Clemens, Department of Public Defense Director of Administrative Services and Operations, at 206-263-9686.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff




  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Lorinda Meier Youngcourt, Director, Department of Public Defense



ATTN:  Gwen Clemens, Director of Administrative Services and Operations


Catherine Cornwall, City of Seattle Budget Office
