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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee
Staff Report
	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Mike Alvine

	Proposed No.:
	2011-0134
	Date:
	April 5, 2011

	Invited:
	Evelyn Arnold, Superintendent of Elections, Elections Dept.
Laird Hail, Manager, Technical Services, Elections Dept.

David Wilson, GIS Staff Lead, Elections Dept.


SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE adopting the revision of voting precincts of King County for the year 2011.
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2011-0134 would approve the annual alterations to voting precincts for King County.  The ordinance must be approved before the statutory deadline of May 6, 2011.  
Background 

The Revised Code of Washington (RCW 29A.16.040-050 and King County Code (KCC 1.12.010) require the adjustment or alteration of precincts as an annual responsibility.  The reasons for these requirements are:

· To adjust precinct boundaries to comply with recent city annexation or incorporation activity.

· To equalize voter population of precincts in compliance with the limits prescribed by state law and King County Code.

· To ease election administration.

Analysis 

Table 1 presents a countywide summary of changes to voting precincts. Table 2 presents changes by council district.  Overall there were relatively few precinct changes proposed for 2011, fewer than in 2010. It is anticipated that there will be many more precinct changes in 2012 due to new census data and districting activities.  
Out of the current 2,538 voting precincts, 66 voting precincts were altered, 6 precincts were added and 10 precincts were abolished for a net loss of 4 precincts.  Council District 6 has the most altered precincts (22) due to the annexations of the North Juanita, Finn Hill and Kingsgate areas.  Council Districts 3 and 9 experienced the next greatest number of changes reflecting an annexation to Sammamish and population growth in District 3 and five annexations to Enumclaw and Renton and population growth in District 9. 

Table 1
Countywide Summary of Precinct Changes

	Precincts altered
	66

	Precincts added
	6

	Precincts abolished
	10

	Net gain/loss of precincts
	-4


Table 2

Summary of Changes by Council District

	Council District
	Altered
	Added
	Abolished

	1
	4
	1
	2

	2
	0
	0
	0

	3
	14
	2
	0

	4
	4
	0
	1

	5
	2
	0
	0

	6
	22
	1
	7

	7
	2
	1
	0

	8
	0
	0
	0

	9
	18
	1
	0

	Total Changes
	66
	6
	10


Notifying Voters
The ordinance and attachment become an amendment to the official list of County voting precincts.  Elections will notify voters of their new precinct status following the Council’s adoption of the ordinance.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2011-0134
2. Transmittal letter, received March 16, 2011
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