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SUBJECT

The creation of a Parks Citizen Oversight Board.

COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0502 furthers the Council’s Environmental Sustainability Priority by providing support for parks, open space and regional trails. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0502 provides for the creation of a Parks Citizen Oversight Board to review the expenditure of parks levy proceeds, consistent with the intent of Propositions 1 and 2 approved by the voters in 2007.
BACKGROUND

PARKS CITIZEN OVERSIGHT BOARD

In 2007, the voters of King County approved Proposition 1, which provided for property tax levy revenues for continued and increased maintenance, operations, and disabled accessibility at King County's rural and regional parks.  The voters also approved Proposition 2, providing funding for expanding city and county parks and recreation opportunities through the acquisition of open space and trails, and for programs and capital improvements at the  Woodland Park Zoo.  Both measures contained language requiring the appointment of members to a Parks Citizen Oversight Board to review the expenditure of levy proceeds and make policy recommendations to the County Executive and County Council regarding expenditures of levy revenues.  Also, the two levy measures each provided that, should they both pass, the Council could nominate and confirm the same members to both boards, or could combine the functions of the boards into one.  (Ordinances 15759 and 15760). However, while the measures directed that an oversight board “shall be appointed” by the County Executive, there is no clear provision for the actual creation of such a board to which members would be appointed, in either measure.  Consultation with legal counsel resulted in a recommendation to provide specifically for the creation of a single Parks Citizen Oversight Board, to receive the appointments provided for in Propositions 1 and 2. 

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0502

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0502 would codify the requirements imposed by the voter-approved levy regarding the composition and responsibilities of a Parks Citizen Oversight Board.  The Proposed Ordinance provides for the creation of a single Parks Citizen Oversight Board to review the expenditure of Proposition 1 and 2 levy proceeds and make policy recommendations to the County Executive and Council regarding future levy expenditures. Consistent with the levies, the Board would consist of nine voting members.  One additional person is to be designated by the Council Chair to participate in board discussions, but will not vote nor be a member.  Each councilmember is to nominate a candidate from the councilmember’s district.  Board members are to be confirmed by the Council.  Members are to be residents of King County.  The Board is to review and make a written report to the County Executive and County Council on the expenditure of levy proceeds, and any policy recommendations regarding levy proceeds.  
ANALYSIS
This measure supports the intent of Propositions 1 and 2 approved by the voters in 2007, by addressing a structural need for the creation of a Parks Citizen Oversight Board.  The absence of specific provision for creation of the Board could result in the appointment of members to an entity that does not exist.  The measure, creating a single board, is consistent with the Propositions.  The creation of the Board by this measure is a reasonable business decision.
AMENDMENTS

None
ATTACHMENTS
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