KING COUNTY 

CONSERVATION FUTURES CITIZENS COMMITTEE

Recommendation to the King County Executive and Council for Allocation of

2002 Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) Levy Funds  

Conservation Futures Background:

Conservation Futures Tax  (CFT) levy funds are a dedicated portion of property taxes in King County and are available, by statute, only for acquisition of open space lands.  In 2000 King County re-established the 16-member Conservation Futures Citizens Committee (Committee), which had overseen open space bond programs in the 1990s.  The role of the Committee is to recommend CFT project fund allocations to King County.  There is a Committee member from each council district and three members are appointed at-large.   This recommendation covers $6,545,000 in 2002 CFT funds.  Prior to the process described below, King County government had allocated $2.4 million in 2002 CFT projected collections to several projects in the 2002 annual budget ordinance.  The Committee feels that it is important that it consider all such prior allocations of CFT funds in determining its recommendations. Only in this way can the Committee ensure that it complies with King County’s charge to recommend a balanced set of quality projects that meet the criteria of worthiness and equity.

2002 Committee Recommendation Process

The Committee met five times and conducted six field trips in the spring of 2002 to develop this recommendation.  The Committee used King County’s adopted CFT criteria.  Applications and notice of the availability of these funds were mailed out to park and natural resource directors of King County and its cities and applications were submitted to King County by May 1, 2002.  This year, requests for funds totaled almost $11 million.  The Committee met in May and June 2002 to review the applications and recommend funding allocations, supplemented by six Saturday and evening field trips to the proposed project sites in Seattle, the suburban cities and in unincorporated King County.  A summary table of requested funds and the Committee’s recommended allocations may be found at the end of this report.  

Accomplishments of this Recommendation:  

Range of Applications:  King County’s CFT criteria allow for a wide array of eligible urban and rural open space projects to help the region meet its obligations under the State Growth Management Act, the Federal Endangered Species Act, as well as locally adopted comprehensive and Natural Resource plans.   The Committee received application proposals ranging from urban green spaces in Seattle that provide relief in urban neighborhoods, to wild habitat areas further out in unincorporated King County.  The Committee has tried to seek a balanced recommendation that recognizes the importance of the many allowable uses of CFT funds and we feel our process is a successful example of regional cooperation.  In this recommendation are some projects that have regional impact and others that help meet needs in underserved localities. Collectively, they improve the quality of life of our region as it continues to undergo significant population growth and related development. More specifically, this recommendation helps meet several important regional goals:

Salmon habitat and water quality:  Again this year, the Committee recommends several important projects that will help to preserve and restore threatened salmon habitat.  These include habitat preservation projects on the Cedar River, the Snoqualmie River, Issaquah Creek, Cottage Lake Creek, Patterson Creek, Newaukum Creek, and the water source for Icy Creek on the upper Green River.  An urban stream, Thornton Creek in Seattle, will also receive additional protection.

Urban passive-use green spaces:  Several of the recommended projects in Seattle and the suburban cities will help meet the demands of continued population growth in our region.  Suburban city projects include an addition to Meydenbauer Bay Park on Lake Washington in Bellevue, the Edlund Property on the rapidly urbanizing area of east Renton, and smaller additions to help buffer Paramount Park in Shoreline and Pioneer Park on Mercer Island.  The 78-acre Clark Lake Park in Kent is a high quality open space on the rapidly urbanizing East Kent plateau.  In Seattle, the proposed Northgate Park site will add a needed open space to that designated urban village and several community green spaces are recommended for funding in densely-developed North Seattle, the Central District and West Seattle.  The Georgetown/Duwamish project will expand an existing street-end waterfront park in south Seattle for a relatively small cost.  

Working rural forests:  An allocation to King County’s Mitchell Hill proposal will allow the County to begin negotiations to connect two large publicly-owned properties through purchase of conservation easements.  The Sugarloaf West proposal includes up to 640 acres of highly threatened rural forest land adjacent to the Cascade foothills in southern King County.   
Wildlife habitat: The county salmon habitat projects listed above are additionally important to protecting upland wildlife habitat and wildlife corridors.  For example, King County’s Icy Creek proposal contains elk and cougar habitat, the Issaquah Creek project contains black bear habitat, while Bellevue’s Meydenbauer Bay Park project will help buffer an active osprey nest near the city’s downtown.

Education:  In particular, many of the natural areas that we recommend for funding provide a setting for environmental education.  For example, the Issaquah Creek Log Cabin Reach project contains historic “reference” habitat that will be used as a model for future restoration on other parts of the creek.
Threat of development, matching funds and geographic equity:  In addition to identifying proposals with high quality open space resources, the Committee again reviewed proposals for a threat of loss if not funded.   Several proposal have attained impressive levels of matching funds from other sources, and were recognized for those efforts.  The Committee also reviews both recent and historic CFT allocations to individual cities, as well as the balance of historic funding levels between unincorporated King County, the City of Seattle and the suburban cities.  This has helped ensure an equitable distribution of CFT funds among these jurisdictions, consistent with high quality projects.

Stewardship:  This year the Committee has been very mindful of the need of applicants to demonstrate that they can properly steward the properties that we recommend for funding.  The Application asks the jurisdictions to demonstrate that they will have the resources to maintain the properties funded through this process. The King County projects are primarily habitat preservation sites that mostly require occasional monitoring and any identified restoration had identifiable funding sources. 

SUBURBAN CITIES

Bellevue - Meydenbauer Bay 
$  500,000
$   250,000


Recommendation:  This .45-acre property is located on Lake Washington Boulevard in Bellevue and is one of five remaining properties the City is attempting to acquire to complete Meydenbauer Bay Park. The park will have ¼ mile of waterfront access to Lake Washington and will be linked to Bellevue’s Downtown Park, which is three blocks away.  The “Rausch” parcel, identified in the application for this funding request, has willing sellers who intend to move from the house on the property in the summer of 2002.  The property is an inholding that connects to Lake Washington Boulevard NE, will add a buffer to the park and will provide a scenic view of Lake Washington.  The value of the house on the property is not included in the project and CFT funds will only be used to acquire the land portion of the property. 

Covington - Cedar Creek Park/Jenkins Creek
$  400,000
$   350,000


Recommendation:  Covington seeks to add a forested buffer to King County’s 80-acre Cedar Creek Park, a wooded natural area containing headwaters of Jenkins Creek.  The 35-acre wooded acres proposed for acquisition in this project contain high quality habitat for an urban park.  It is located adjacent to Cedar Creek Park to the north and contains two tributaries of Jenkins Creek, a salmon-bearing stream.  The park is also significant community separator located between the rapidly-developing cities of Maple Valley and Covington.     

Enumclaw  (with King County)-  Upper Newaukum Creek
$  170,000
$    75,000


Recommendation:  This is a joint project with King County to acquire salmon habitat along the 3.5 mile long upper plateau reach of Newaukum Creek, between SE 424th Street and 284th Avenue Southeast.  This project will utilize preservation techniques employed in the successful Waterways 2000 program.  The Army Corps of Engineers has planned two Ecosystem Restoration Projects in this area and lands for such restoration will be secured through this project.  This funding will allow for continued acquisition work on the Creek, however, a significant Conservation Futures grant of $460,000 was made last year to acquire a 58-acre parcel within this project area and the Committee feels this is an appropriate grant level for 2002 funds.  King County mitigation funds will be used to match this grant, continuing the partnership to preserve Newaukum Creek that was established last year between the two jurisdictions. 

Issaquah  -  Precipice Trail Connector Acquisition
$  500,000
$   0


Recommendation:  This project is located on the northeast portion of Cougar Mountain close to the City of Issaquah, west of Newport Way.   The project provides a trail connection and wooded buffer to that connection from the city and the Cedar to Sammamish Regional Trail up to Cougar Mountain.  This project would provide added protection to a scenic portion of Cougar Mountain Regional Park that is visible from I-90 and downtown Issaquah.  There is one parcel in this proposal that may be closer to a threat of development due to the development of the adjacent parcel, however, the other parcels currently lack access and are less threatened currently.  The Committee feels that the city has received a large proportion of Conservation Futures funds over the past ten years and a large area has been preserved around the City, and given the low threat level, it is not a high-priority candidate for funding this year. 

Kirkland  -  Juanita Woodlands
$  500,000
$    0


Recommendation:  The 36-acre Juanita Woodlands property is located on both sides of Juanita Drive and Holmes Point Drive.  The property, a second-growth woodland with a ravine on part of  the site, is the largest unprotected natural area north of Kirkland in the City’s proposed urban annexation area.   It is owned by Washington State DNR, which intends to auction the site for future residential development.  The State has delayed the auction for one year to allow for public purchase.   Kirkland would manage the site.  The site is in an area with other parks, including O.O. Denny park, which is within 1/8 of a mile of this property and connects to Big Finn Hill Park.  The King County Council recently allocated $500,000 in 2002 Conservation Futures funds to this project, a larger grant than any other being made under this recommendation, and the Committee feels that this is a sufficient level of funding for this project from available 2002 funds. 

Kent  -  Clark Lake Watershed
$1,000,000
$   400,000


Recommendation:  This 78-acre property is located on 120th Avenue SE in Kent on the western end of Clark Lake, in the rapidly-developing urban area in the City of Kent.  The city has made a substantial investment in the resource values of the site by removing non-native plant species including Himalayan blackberries that were taking over the site.  The city is working with volunteer groups to improve downstream habitat and will remove a small creek blockage that will allow for salmon to return to the property, which historically has Coho spawning habitat.  The park has significant upland wildlife habitat that includes a red-tail hawk’s nest, deer and coyote and views of the Cascade Range and Mount Rainier.     The site was originally included in the voter-approved King County 1989 Open Space Bond, however, the landowner did not wish to sell until late in 2000, when the city purchased the property on short notice for $5 million.  To make that purchase, the Kent City Council approved a three-year loan from another city fund for $3.5 million, which must reimbursed.  This grant will help fund a portion of that obligation.  This project did receive a $600,000 Conservation Futures grant last year and this is the last year this acquisition is eligible to receive Conservation Futures Funds.  The Committee feels that Clark Lake is a significant open space in South King County and the city’s strong effort to preserve it merits this grant.
Mercer Island - Pioneer Park
$  170,000
$   100,000


Recommendation:  This 1.8-acre project consists of fee simple and conservation easement acquisition of a wooded ravine and upland area with a stream corridor to connect Pioneer Park from the east on East Mercer Way.  The proposal will allow the city to buffer to the park and provide access from the nearby neighborhood.  The Committee recommends that this grant be made contingent on the City improving the currently informal parking located at the base of the trail on East Mercer Way to allow for safer parking by vehicles whose owners do not access the site from the immediate neighborhood.
Milton - Interurban Trail 
$   30,520
$   30,000


Recommendation:  This is a 1.8-acre site located on 28th Avenue South near State Route 161 that will provide access to the Interurban Regional Trail with a natural buffer.  By extending the trail to a less-active roadway than SR 161, the project will provide safer and more convenient entrance to the trail, with limited parking.  Though it is a smaller funding request, the project has regional significance due to its importance to the regional trail.
Redmond  -  Sammamish Valley Floor
$  150,000
$   125,000


Recommendation:  The project is a 20-acre buffer to the Sammamish Valley Regional Trail, located on the east bank of the Sammamish River north of the Puget Sound Energy Trail, directly east and across the river from the of Willows Run Golf Course.  The project will preserve an undeveloped, natural buffer to this highly-used regional trail and it therefore is of regional value.  One of the two parcels identified for acquisition contains a Class 2 stream that can be re-connected to the Sammamish Slough to provide additional salmon habitat.

Renton   -  Edlund Property
$  456,000
$   250,000


Recommendation: This 18-acre farm is located on the northeast corner of Carr Road and 103rd Avenue.   The property is not located in a zoned agricultural production district, but it contains open fields with an older house, barn and associated farm outbuildings, some of which may be preserved in the new open space.  The site has 9 acres of hillside wetlands, around which a future passive trail would be located.  There is also a view of the Green River Valley below the property to the west.  This is a highly urbanizing area on the plateau east of south Renton, with no nearby parks or protected open spaces and there will be high-density residential development located to the north of the site. 

Shoreline  -  Paramount Park Addition
$   52,770
$   50,000


Recommendation:  This proposal is to acquire a parcel that will provide a natural buffer part on the eastern edge of Paramount Park, located on 10th Avenue NE in Shoreline.  The parcel would buffer a pedestrian entrance into the park on a right of way at NE 148th Street.  The area is a headwater for a small tributary of Thornton Creek, which flows south into nearby Seattle and added protection would help maintain water recharge in the stream.   

Tukwila   -  Grandmother’s Hill
$  500,000
$   300,000


Recommendation: This property, an important native heritage site, has regional cultural significance.  The 10.45-acre property on South 115th Street, near Marginal Way South, contains a prominent hill that provides a lookout over the Green River, near another culturally important site, the North Wind Weir.  The site also is one of two remaining exposures of Tukwila-formation marine fossils that provide geologic interpretive opportunities.  In addition to a view off the Green River, the site also offers views of Mount Rainier and the Seattle skyline.  Students from Foster High School wrote a play about the cultural value of the site and they donated proceeds from the play towards preservation of the site.  The property also has 600 feet of shoreline access to the Green River, between the river and South 115th Street.  The Site offers the longer-term potential for moving South 115th Street back from the river and restoring salmonid habitat.  The Committee feels that this project offers a good opportunity for private fund raising partnerships and this allocation will help further that effort by demonstrating public support for the project.

SEATTLE

Seattle  -  Ballard Parks
$  375,000
$   375,000


Recommendation:  This project includes up to three sites at different locations in Ballard. The sites were selected through a public process by the Seattle Pro-Parks Citizens Committee, which determined the areas in Ballard that are most deficient in public open space:  

· The 17th NW Neighborhood Park at 1702 NW 62nd Street within the Ballard Urban Village.  The site includes a house, the value of which would not be funded with Conservation Futures funds.  A portion is owned by a developer who has agreed to sell the property to the City.   

· The Baker Park Addition at 8341 14th Avenue is located within the Crown Hill Urban Village, an area currently deficient in open space.  The site provides a significant addition to Baker Park. 

· The Salmon Bay Natural Area, located west of the at the Hiram Chittenden Locks, is adjacent to the Burke-Gilman Regional Trail is a high-priority restoration site for Water Resource Inventory Area 8 (WRIA 8). 

Seattle  -  Central Area Park
$  400,000
$   300,000

Recommendation:  This pedestrian-oriented hillside greenspace of approximately 1/3 acre is located on 24th Avenue at East Howell Street.  It has views of the Cascade Mountains and is located in a “Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area” within the Madison/Miller node of the Central Area Urban Village.  Over 625 additional multi-family residential units have been permitted in the Madison/Miller  area.  The site is an open space that has been used informally by local residents for several years.  The properties were once part of a larger site owned by William Grose, one of Seattle’s African-American pioneers.   His former home is located across the street from the proposed park and it is considered to be the Central Area’s oldest continuously occupied house.   Members of the local African-American community are interested preservation of this site as part of a celebration of William Grose.  The park is located adjacent to a stairway that goes up the public right-of way to 23rd Avenue, the main local arterial, and it is cross-corner from the East Madison YMCA, offering an opportunity for educational and stewardship partnerships.   

Seattle   -  Duwamish/Georgetown Waterfront
$    65,000
$   65,000


Recommendation:   This site is located on 8th Avenue South at the Duwamish Waterway and it provides additional waterfront access on the Duwamish, an area with a mix of older industrial land uses and re-emerging wildlife habitat.  The Georgetown Community Council and Georgetown Garden Club have worked with the city to create and steward the existing street-end park.  This proposal will add additional waterfront to that park and additional street right-of-way should also be added to the park.  The Lower Duwamish Watershed Habitat Restoration Plan recommends that the site contains high-tide marshland that can be restored by removing fill material and retaining walls to provide critical salmonid inter-tidal zone habitat in the waterway.  The property also has a small inactive, historic steam plant pumping station building that was designated as a Seattle historic landmark in 1981.  

Seattle  -  Ercolini Property
$  260,000
$   260,000

Recommendation:   This half-acre property is located on SW Alaska Street and 48th Avenue Southwest, just west of the West Seattle Junction Hub Urban Village.  The site is located on a bus line and is identified in the West Seattle Junction Neighborhood Plan, centered on California Avenue, as a priority for acquisition.  This green space will also provide a needed play area for children.  There is no other public open space or playground within a half-mile radius of the site.  

Seattle  -  Fremont Peak Park
$  100,000
$   100,000


Recommendation:   This site is a pedestrian-oriented park located between 1st Avenue NW and Palatine Avenue at NW 45th Street.  The property has outstanding views of the Lake Union Ship Canal, Puget Sound, the Olympic Mountains and downtown Seattle.  It is located adjacent to a pedestrian stairway on a public right-of-way in a high-density portion of the Phinney neighborhood.  This project did receive a $400,000 Conservation Futures allocation in 2001 and this additional grant of $100,000 will allow for completion of the purchase.  The city has raised $650,000 in matching funds for the project since last year. Seattle wishes to purchase the site soon from a private party that purchased the site for preservation and has been holding it with the intention of selling it to the city at below-fair market-value.  

Seattle  -  Greenwood Park
$  300,000
$   200,000

Recommendation: The goal of this project is to purchase two inholdings within Greenwood Park, located on Fremont Avenue at North 88th Street.  This is a new park that will be developed with funds obtained through the Seattle Pro-Parks Levy.  The park will serve the Phinney-Greenwood Urban Village, which is deficient in open space according to the Seattle Parks and Recreation Plan 2000.  Each of the inholding properties contain homes, the value of which will not be purchased with Conservation Futures funds.  The park will provide a children’s play space in conjunction with the Seattle Boy’s and Girls Club, which is located across from the park.  Acquisition of the inholdings will provide for a more significant open space in total.

Seattle  -  Maple Leaf Community Garden
$  175,000
$   100,000


Recommendation:  This project is currently a vacant lot, located at Northeast 103rd Street and 5th Avenue Northeast in the Northgate Urban Village.  The high-density residential neighborhood in the Northgate community that surrounds Northgate Mall is deficient in open space amenities.  The project will include a community garden on the site and possibly other elements such as a children’s play area, to be determined through a community design process.  The site is adjacent to a trail on Thornton Creek that will link to the proposed Northgate Park Site. 
Seattle  -  Northgate Park
$  350,000
$   300,000

Recommendation:  This project, located at 5th Avenue Northeast and 105th Avenue Northeast, will allow for the purchase of the southerly 1.67 acres of a 3.55-acre, two-lot assembly on the east side of the Northgate neighborhood.  The site is located adjacent to Thornton Creek Park and trail and the proposed Northgate community center and branch library. The property is currently a paved parking lot and these Conservation Futures funds should be released to the city when the parking lot has been removed and a conceptual site design furnished, showing the intended passive use of the green space. 
Seattle  -  Pinehurst Park
$    75,000
$    75,000


Recommendation:   Located at Northeast 117th Street and 19th Avenue Northeast, this property will provide a small  pedestrian–oriented open space in a highly developed neighborhood with no public open space.  The site has a view of Mount Rainier and the Cascade Range and contains many mature evergreen trees and many native plants.  The local community has long advocated for an open space at the site and the city Parks and Recreation Department will partner with the Pinehurst Community Council to plan the design of the site.  The city will also remove an existing fence on the property.  

Seattle  -  Thornton Creek Park #2
$  300,000
$  200,000

Recommendation:  The proposed acquisition of this almost-one-acre property at Northeast 100th Street near Lake City Way will add another parcel to the city’s extended ownership along Thornton Creek.  The property contains three small cottages that will be removed, made available for salvage, or demolished.  Thornton Creek is a salmon bearing stream.  The creek bed on this site is currently contained in a narrow rock-lined corridor that will be restored to a more natural riparian condition, including a meandering streambed, pools and streamside native vegetation.   The upland portion of the site may be used as a passive open space and serve as a staging area for restoration projects on Thornton Creek. 

Seattle  -  Whittier Park
$   265,000
$   265,000


Recommendation:   This park, located at 6th Avenue Northwest and Northwest 76th Street,  is intended to create an open space in a one-mile square section of Ballard between the Crown Hill and Greenwood-Phinney Urban Villages.   Part of the site is a former Seattle City Light substation property that City Light must sell.  The other parcel contains a home that will be removed.  Once in public ownership, the City will remove, salvage or demolish the house and then develop the open space.  The parcel with the house has been purchased by the Cascade Land Conservancy, which will sell the site to the City.  The substation site is identified as an acquisition priority in the Greenwood-Phinney Ridge Neighborhood Plan and in the Seattle City Parks Comprehensive Plan 2000 update.  

UNINCORPORATED KING COUNTY

King County  - Cedar River/Natural Riverbanks
$  312,089
$   150,000

Recommendation:  This five-parcel project is seven acres in size with 2,800 feet of frontage on the Cedar River, located between Maxwell Road and State Route 169 near Maple Valley.  The goal of the project is to improve the riparian corridor and salmonid habitat on the Cedar River by connecting the river to its floodplain, through the removal of levees.  The project area currently includes sockeye and chinook salmon spawning habitat.  Three of the parcels contain structures that would be removed, however, Conservation Futures funds would only be made available to pay for the land value overall property, with the structures paid for through other sources.   
King County  -  Cedar River Lion’s Riparian Area
$  102,250
$   0

Recommendation: Similar in intent to the Cedar River Natural River Banks proposal, this project would allow for the removal of a house and river levee to allow for restoration of the Cedar River floodplain.  This proposal would work towards the important goal of  improving and restoring river conditions beneficial to salmon habitat.  The Committee does not recommend funding for this project in this allocation round, since it feels that a fair allocation of 2002 CFT funds, totaling almost $1,000,000 has been made to Cedar River watershed projects in this round.  This amount includes the recommended allocation of $150,000 to the Cedar River Natural Riverbanks proposal above and the prior allocation by King County of $845,000 in 2002 Conservation Futures funds to Cedar River watershed projects, (Crowe Marsh/Rock Creek, Lake 12 Wetland and Cedar River Legacy). 
King County  -  Cottage Lake Creek
$  420,000
$   300,000

Recommendation:  This is a 33-acre property with one owner, located on Avondale Road at Northeast 136th Street.  The property contains forested uplands, wetlands and riparian habitat.  Over one- half mile of Cottage Lake Creek flows through the property and the creek comprises approximately two-thirds of the Chinook salmon spawning habitat in the entire Bear Creek system.   King County has partnered with a local conservation group known as the Water Tenders to steward all properties in the Bear Creek system acquired through the Waterways program.  The group does several annual litter pick-ups at each site and also provides volunteers for restoration projects such as planting native vegetation.   King County has available matching funding in its Bear Creek Waterways project to match this allocation.
King County  -  Grand Ridge / Mitchell Hill Connection
$  300,000
$   100,000

Recommendation:   This multiple-parcel project will allow for the acquisition of development rights to help preserve an important rural forestry site, located south of SE Issaquah-Fall City Road near SE 45th Street.  The parcels are part of the Mitchell Hill / Raging River  Rural Forest Focus Area (RFFA), as defined in King County’s Adopted Comprehensive Plan, created to preserve smaller-scale sustainable forest management in King County.  In addition to its forestry attributes, these properties are part of the adopted King County Wildlife Corridor and provide an important link between the 312-acre site acquired by King County from the McCormick Land Trust, which in turn connects to the 1,500+ acre Grand Ridge Open Space, and 740 acres owned by Washington State DNR.  This allocation will allow King County to begin seeking other matching funds for the project and to begin acquisition of development rights over a portion of the project area.

King County  -  Icy Creek – Phase I.
$   500,000
$   300,000

Recommendation:  This project is located on the Franklin-Enumclaw Road and covers 80 acres of an overall 192-acre site, adjacent to the Green River Gorge State Park and containing critical headwaters of Icy Creek.  Icy Creek is a groundwater-fed stream that contributes a significant source of cold, clear water to the Green River system.  The current landowner proposes to build and is near receipt of permits to build 28 homes on the 192-acre parcel.  King County has worked with the landowner in the past to purchase other open space properties and the owner is willing to sell this site.   The Middle Green River Coalition, whose members represent other conservation organizations, is working hard to support other funding efforts to preserve the site.  The WRIA 9 near-term action agenda recommends preserving Icy Creek as a high priority.     
King County  - Issaquah Creek - Log Cabin Reach
$   500,000
$   350,000

Recommendation:  This project seeks to preserve up to eight parcels containing mature, late-succession forest along a 1¼-mile portion of Issaquah Creek, east of the Issaquah-Hobart Road and south of 229th Drive Southeast.  The riparian habitat along this reach of the creek provides critical spawning grounds and outstanding habitat for several salmonid species.  The area also supports other upland wildlife including black bear, elk and bald eagles.  The Issaquah Creek Corridor connects to the Squak Mountain State Park, Tiger Mountain State Forest and Conservation Area, and King County’s 1700-acre Taylor Mountain Park.  King County has obtained State of Washington matching funds that will more than match this allocation.          

King County  -  Maury Island Nearshore
$   250,000
$   250,000

Recommendation:   This project contains almost one mile of undeveloped Puget Sound waterfront, located off Southwest 260th Street on the southeast shoreline of Maury Island.  The application for this project included 60 acres that are part of a 275-acre site.  The goal of the application is to protect the nearshore habitat of the larger site.  The State of Washington Department of Natural Resources has designated the shoreline around Maury Island as the Maury Island Aquatic Preserve and inclusion  of this portion of the shoreline will make an important contribution towards protection of the preserve.  King County’s Maury Island Marine Park, located 2/3 of a mile up the southeast shoreline, preserves an additional 1¼ miles of shoreline and in combination with this site will provide a valuable retreat and marine sanctuary for generations to come.  The shoreline is accessible for beach walks at lower tides.  The site would be impacted by large-scale gravel mining proposed for the site, although the local community apparently supports continuation of ongoing smaller-scale gravel mining currently at the top of the site.  This is site of regional significance due to the large amount of undeveloped scenic Puget Sound shoreline that could be preserved and made accessible to county residents.     
King County  -  Moss Lake
$   175,000
$   175,000

Recommendation:   This project would allow for the acquisition of 85 acres in five parcels to buffer King County’s Moss Lake Park, located east of Lake Joy in east King County.  Moss Lake was identified in a King County wetland survey as having the highest level of species diversity of any wetland in King County.  Based on the high level of habitat quality, the voters of King County authorized acquisition of Moss Lake under the 1989 Open Space Bond.  King County has been presented with the opportunity to acquire an important additional buffer to this habitat preserve and has secured the matching funds to purchase the additional property.  This allocation will allow for completion of the transaction to acquire the property.  

King County  -  Patterson Creek
$  236,000
$   150,000


Recommendation:   The purpose of this multi-parcel project is to complete the protection of a Patterson Creek Waterways 2000 reach, located on State Route 202 near Northeast 264th Street.  The 76-acre area proposed for acquisition contains 1500 feet of mature forested wetland along Patterson Creek and will allow for restoration of riparian conditions an additional 1700 feet of stream, including 500 feet of spawning habitat on Tributary 0383.  King County has secured State Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) funds that will match this recommended allocation. 

King County  -  Snoqualmie River – Fall City Reach
$  300,000
$  300,000


Recommendation:  This 114-acre, multi-parcel reach is located along the main branch of the Snoqualmie River, north of Fall City between State Routes 202 and 203.  This area of the river contains  over one mile of the river corridor and it is one most important spawning areas in King County for endangered Chinook salmon.  The goal of the project is to protect and restore habitat along the reach and to allow for restoration and re-connection of former “side channels” with the main branch of the river.  The side channels are important for salmon spawning and rearing,.  This project is a high priority of WRIA 8.  The state SRFB awarded the project $341,000 in matching funds in the 2002 funding cycle.  This project also connects to the mainstem Snoqualmie natural areas purchased funds set aside in 1998 by King County for early action Endangered Species Act (ESA) projects for preserving salmon habitat.

King County  -  Sugarloaf Mountain West
$  500,000
$  250,000


Recommendation: The property, located on the Kent-Kangley Road west of Retreat Lake, was identified as a priority of the Rock Creek Valley Vision that was adopted by a King County Council motion in 2001.  The goal of this project is to retain this 640-acre site in rural forestry use and to reduce or eliminate additional residential development in this rural forest area through a combination of tools, such as conservation easements, transferable development rights or fee simple acquisition. This project begins to address a larger landscape vision to preserve rural forests in the Cascade foothills in southern King County, similar to successful efforts that have occurred in the northern part of King County.

King County - Taylor Creek Restoration
$   275,000
$   0

Recommendation:   This project would be the last in a series of restoration projects on Taylor Creek, a tributary of the Cedar River along Maxwell Road near Maple Valley.  Similar earlier projects on the creek have been successfully completed and are important component of improving salmon habitat in the Cedar River watershed.  While the Committee finds this to be an acceptable project, it does not recommend funding for the project in this allocation round.  The Committee feels that a fair allocation of 2002 CFT funds, totaling almost $1,000,000 has been made to Cedar River watershed projects in this round.  This amount includes the recommended allocation of $150,000 to the Cedar River Natural Riverbanks proposal above and the prior allocation by King County of $845,000 in 2002 Conservation Futures funds to Cedar River watershed projects, (Crowe Marsh/Rock Creek, Lake 12 Wetland and Cedar River Legacy). 

Projects funded in 2002 Annual King County Budget

Jurisdiction
Project Name
Amount funded

Federal Way
West Hylebos Critical Habitat Acquisition
$110,000

Kirkland
Holmes Point Open Space
500,000

Vashon Park District
Shinglemill Acquisition (Vashon Island)
350,000

King County
Crowe Marsh/Rock Creek 
165,000

King County
Lower Green APD
500,000

King County
Lake 12 Acquisition (Rock Creek)
180,000

King County
Cedar River Legacy
500,000

Multi-Jurisdiction
Equestrian Trails Easement Acquisition
100,000

TOTAL Allocation

     2,405,000 

Summary of Committee Recommendation for 2002 CFT Applications

Jurisdiction
Project Name
Amount Requested
Amount Recommended

SUBURBAN CITIES




Bellevue
Meydenbauer Bay
$500,000
$250,000

Covington
Cedar Creek Park/Jenkins Creek 
$400,000
$350,000

Enumclaw
Newaukum Creek Waterways
$170,000
$75,000

Issaquah
Cougar Mtn./Squak Mtn. Connector
$500,000
$0

Kent
Clark Lake Watershed
$1,000,000
$400,000

Kirkland
Juanita Woodlands
$500,000
$0

Mercer Island
Pioneer Park
$170,000
$100,000

Milton
Interurban Trail North
$30,520
$30,000

Redmond
Sammamish Valley Floor
$150,000
$125,000

Renton
Edlund Property
$456,000
$250,000

Shoreline
Paramount Park Addition
$52,770
$50,000

Tukwila
Grandmother’s Hill
$500,000
$300,000

 Suburban Cities Total

$4,429,290
$1,930,000






SEATTLE
Ballard Parks
$375,000
$375,000


Central Area Park
$400,000
$350,000


Duwamish/Georgetown Waterfront
$65,000
$65,000


Ercolini Park
$260,000
$260,000


Fremont Peak Park
$100,000
$100,000


Greenwood Park
$300,000
$200,000


Maple Leaf Community Garden
$175,000
$100,000


Northgate Park
$350,000
$300,000


Pinehurst Park
$75,000
$75,000


Thornton Creek Park #2
$300,000
200,000


Whittier Park
$265,000
$265,000

Seattle Total

$2,665,000
$2,290,000






KING COUNTY
Cedar River/Natural Riverbanks
$312,089
$150,000


Cedar River/Lions Riparian Area
$102,250
$0


Cottage Lake Creek
$420,000
$300,000


Grand Ridge/Mitchell Hill Connector 
$300,000
$100,000


Icy Creek
$500,000
$300,000


Issaquah Creek-Log Cabin Reach
$500,000
$350,000


Maury Island Nearshore
$250,000
$250,000


Moss Lake
$175,000
$175,000


Patterson Creek
$236,000
$150,000


Snoqualmie River – Fall City Reach
$300,000
$300,000


Sugarloaf Mtn. West
$500,000
$250,000


Taylor Creek Restoration
$275,000
$0

King County Total

$3,870,339
$2,325,000

TOTAL (Committee Rec.)

$10,964,629
$6,545,000
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