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SUBJECT

A briefing providing an update on the Best Starts for Kids Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative.

SUMMARY

Executive staff and representatives from Friends of Youth and Therapeutic Health Services (THS) Youth & Family Services, two provider agencies administering the Best Starts for Kids Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative (YFHPI) will provide a program update for YFHPI.  This committee was most recently briefed on the YFHPI in June of this year when it accepted an outcomes report on the YFHPI through Motion 14901. 

BACKGROUND 

The BSK levy included $19 million of the first year levy proceeds to plan, provide, and administer a youth and family homelessness prevention initiative. According to Ordinance 18088, the intent of the Council and the Executive was “that funding for the YFHPI will allow the Initiative to be flexible, client-centered, and outcomes-focused and will provide financial support for community agencies to assist clients.” The YFHPI Implementation Plan was approved by Council on May 9, 2016, with Ordinance 18285, and subsequently updated on September 19, 2016, by Ordinance 18373. 

The approved YFHPI program model aligns with a Domestic Violence Housing First (DVHF) Initiative pilot program (spanning September 2009 through September 2014) implemented by the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence and funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the Medina Foundation. As described in the YFHPI Implementation Plan, the YFHPI, like the DVHF pilot program, includes mobile case management based on progressive engagement and flexible financial assistance aimed at homelessness prevention. In other words, the YFHPI aims to use an adaptable approach allowing services to be customized to the unique and specific needs of the client.

As of the writing of this staff report, DCHS confirmed there were twenty-five active YFHPI services funding contracts; these are listed in Table 1. 

Table 1. BSK YFHPI Services - Active Contracts
	#
	Agency
	Contract Amount

	1
	Africatown Center for Education & Innovation
	 $          150,000 

	2
	All Seattle Kids Home[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Formerly named Partners at Lowell PTA.] 

	 $          150,000 

	3
	API Chaya
	 $          150,000 

	4
	Atlantic Street Center
	 $          150,000 

	5
	Friends of Youth
	 $          150,000 

	6
	Interim Community Development Association
	 $          150,000 

	7
	Iraqi Community Center of Washington
	 $          150,000

	8
	Kent Youth and Family Services
	 $          150,000 

	9
	LifeWire
	 $          150,000

	10
	Mother Africa
	 $          150,000 

	11
	Mother Nation[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Formerly named Native Women in Need.] 

	 $          150,000 

	12
	Multi-Service Center
	 $          150,000 

	13
	Nexus Youth and Families[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Formerly named Auburn Youth Resources.] 

	 $          150,000 

	14
	Open Doors for Multicultural Families
	 $          150,000 

	15
	Partner in Employment
	 $          150,000 

	16
	People of Color Against Aids Network (POCAAN)
	 $          150,000 

	17
	Refugee Women's Alliance (ReWA)
	 $          150,000 

	18
	Riverton Park United Methodist Church
	 $          150,000 

	19
	Seattle Indian Health Board
	 $          150,000 

	20
	The ARC of King County
	 $          150,000 

	21
	Therapeutic Health Services
	 $          150,000 

	22
	United Indians of All Tribes
	 $          150,000 

	23
	Wellspring Family Services
	 $          150,000 

	24
	Youth Eastside Services
	 $          150,000 

	25
	YouthCare
	 $          150,000 

	
	Active Contracts Total
	 $      3,750,000



Program Evaluation. The County’s intent was indicated in the YFHPI Implementation Plan that an independent evaluation would be conducted for the YFHPI using levy funds consistent with Ordinance 18088 to support this independent evaluation, as well as any supplemental philanthropic funds secured for such external evaluation on program outcomes and the effectiveness of the program model. 

Executive staff have indicated that DCHS has received a planning grant in the amount of $95,808.00 from the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to assess the feasibility of a randomized evaluation for the YFHPI.  

INVITED

· Hedda McLendon, Housing Service and Stability Manager, DCHS
· Terry Pottmeyer, CEO, Friends of Youth
· Michael Garrett-Smalls, Seattle & Everett Branch Manager, THS Youth & Family Services

ATTACHMENTS

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]PowerPoint Presentation, “Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative - Early Results, January - September 2017,”  King County Department of Community and Human Services.
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