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May 20, 2008
The Honorable Julia Patterson

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Patterson:
This letter transmits an ordinance for King County Council review which authorizes supplemental budget authority for the Cedar Grove Mobile Home Park Buyout, one of the highest priority projects under the new King County Flood Control Zone District.  The ordinance appropriates $1,836,000 backed by grant revenue (Salmon Recovery Funding Board and King Conservation District) to the flood district construction fund.  It also reallocates $912,881 within the conservation futures fund from projects to be cancelled due to lack of willing seller (Taylor Creek projects) to the Rainbow Bend Corridor Phase II project for the purposes of purchasing the mobile home park.  This reallocation was reviewed and approved by the Conservation Futures Citizen Advisory Committee as part of their annual review.
Rainbow Bend is a highly flood-prone area along the Cedar River located across from Maple Valley Highway at Cedar Grove Road, approximately four miles southeast of Renton and three miles north of Maple Valley.  Rainbow Bend contains two pocket neighborhoods – at the upstream end is a row of 12 single family home parcels, and at the downstream end is the Cedar Grove Mobile Home Park.  Homes here have experienced repeated damage from high velocity flows over, around, and through the levee.  Flood impacts include structural damage to the buildings; destruction of interior spaces and furnishings; loss of septic and well systems; temporary displacement; complete cutoff of road access; and heavy deposition of sand and silt, cobbles, trees, and other flood-borne debris through the homes and covering the properties.  Mitigation of the flood hazards at Rainbow Bend has been identified as a high priority project for years, and was identified as such in the both the 1993 and 2006 comprehensive flood hazard management plans and the 1997 Cedar River Basin Plan.  Rainbow Bend is also identified in the Lake Washington-Cedar-Sammamish Watershed Chinook Salmon Conservation Plan as a high priority restoration reach in the Lower Cedar River.
The buyout of these flood-prone homes is occurring in two phases.  The first phase was initiated in 2006 to purchase the upstream row of single family homes.  This effort is now nearly complete – all but one home has been acquired, structures are being removed from the properties, and the 18.5 acres of underlying lands will be restored and maintained as permanent open space.  As is King County practice, the acquisitions were made at fair market value from willing sellers.  The effort was largely funded by grants from multiple sources, including the Federal Emergency Management Agency ($1.2M), Salmon Recovery Funding Board ($900K), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ($840K), Conservation Futures ($530K), and Cedar River Legacy ($415K).
The current phase is to acquire the Cedar Grove Mobile Home Park, safely relocate its residents, clear all buildings and infrastructure, and restore the land.  An offer to purchase the property for the appraised value has been accepted by the landowner, and this supplemental appropriation is necessary to complete the transaction.  Once the property has been purchased, the county will begin relocating the residents one by one, a process that will extend through the first quarter of 2009.  Additional appropriation in the 2009 budget, as shown in the table below, will be required to complete the relocations and demolitions.
The total cost of this phase is estimated at $6.77M and will be funded with the following revenues.

	Salmon Recovery Funding Board – PSAR
	$1,000,000 

	Salmon Recovery Funding Board – Federal
	$436,000 

	King Conservation District
	$400,000 

	Conservation Futures (Taylor Reallocation)
	$912,881 

	Supplemental Appropriation/Reappropriation Subtotal
	$2,748,881 

	
	

	Conservation Futures (Existing)
	$750,000 

	Flood District Levy (2008)
	$1,217,495 

	Flood District Levy (to be included in 2009 budget)
	$2,053,624 

	Existing/Future Appropriation Subtotal
	$4,021,119 

	
	

	Grand Total 
	$6,770,000 


The completion of these projects at Rainbow Bend will completely resolve the flooding problems in this high priority stretch of the Cedar River.  Safety risks will be eliminated not only for the residents, but also for the emergency response and rescue personnel serving this area.  Demands are reduced on the King County flood warning system, facility maintenance efforts, and other flood hazard reduction resources, freeing up these vital services for other areas still at risk within the region.  
If you have any questions or need more information, please feel free to contact Mark Isaacson, Division Director of the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-6585.
I certify that funds are available.
Sincerely,
Ron Sims

King County Executive
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