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Brief Background 

Conservation Futures Tax  (CFT) levy funds are collected from property taxes levied throughout King County and its cities and statutorily dedicated to the purchase of open space lands.  The King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee (Committee) is directed by Ordinance 14714 to annually recommend CFT funding allocations to King County.  This year’s recommendation covers $8,040,000 in estimated available 2005 CFT collections, net of debt service.

The Committee’s 2004 Review and Recommendation Process

A call for CFT funding applications was forwarded to the park and natural resource directors of King County and its cities on January 30, 2004, with a deadline of April 1, 2004 for their submission.  Forty-four applications were submitted, with requests totaling over $19 million.  The Committee held two applicant workshops in March 2004, then met five times and conducted eight field trips later in the spring to visit the proposed projects and to develop this recommendation.  The Committee has evaluated the projects using the Conservation Futures criteria that it developed at the request of the King County Council in the fall of 2001.  Reflecting the range of applications we have seen in recent years, this year’s projects include urban parks near downtown Seattle, suburban city open spaces and critical salmon and wildlife habitat areas in unincorporated King County.  The overall high quality of the applications reflects both strong criteria and a competitive process that challenges jurisdictions to forward excellent proposals.

This year’s applications are mainly drawn from proposals in local and countywide planning processes, which include the Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) planning groups addressing the listing of Chinook under the Endangered Species Act, city park plans, trail plans and other local comprehensive plans.  The Committee has developed a thoughtful recommendation package that will allow most of these projects, 40 of the 44 applications, to move forward and gain tangible results.  It has tried to balance many competing demands these projects represent, including the need for urban quality of life, protection of ecological lands, project quality and timeliness.  The Committee is also mindful of the need for the equitable geographic distribution of funds over time so that all of King County’s taxpayers benefit from open space protection in or near their communities.  These factors are further discussed later in this report.  A summary table of this recommendation may be found at the end of this report.  

Major Highlights of This Recommendation:
This recommended allocation of Conservation Futures Tax funds will contribute to the permanent protection of over 8,000 acres of open space and greenbelts in 40 projects, including:

· Over 7,900 acres in unincorporated King County that will benefit salmon and wildlife, as well as working forests and a working farm. 

· Over 200 acres of urban green space will help make our cities more livable as they grow.

Unincorporated King County project highlights: 

· Thirteen of fifteen projects directly preserve salmon habitat and two more projects would protect uplands that buffer salmon habitat.  

· King County would work with the Cascade Land Conservancy to purchase development rights over 7,200 acres of headwaters of the Raging River in the I-90 corridor, permanently preserving this regionally significant area as a working forest into the future. 

· Habitat would be preserved for endangered Chinook salmon along Griffin Creek and the Tolt River watershed, which contain some of King County’s best remaining Chinook habitat. 

· Several projects would protect high quality songbird habitat, including the Bass Lake/Beaver Lake Dandy Lake complex in south King County, the Taylor Creek restoration project near Maple Valley the Newaukum, Griffin and Judd Creek habitat preservation projects.

· On the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie River, King County would acquire the last parcels needed to complete the preservation of a 35-mile length of this regionally important, wild and scenic river. 

· The county would acquire the final property needed to complete an important Chinook stream restoration project on Taylor Creek, a major tributary of the Cedar River below the Landsburg Dam.

· Property would be acquired in the Judd Creek headwaters, one of Vashon Island’s major salmon-bearing streams and an important groundwater recharge area for the island.

· King County would purchase development rights on a dairy farm on the boundary of Enumclaw and would increase the protection of a streamside buffer along Boise Creek, a Chinook spawning stream.  

· Two projects on Issaquah Creek in King County and in the City of Issaquah would preserve salmon habitat and water quality into Lake Sammamish’s largest surface water tributary.

Suburban City Project Highlights - 18 cities will receive funding, including the following:

· In Bellevue, a 20-acre woodland property would become part of the city’s greenway system and would provide a natural buffer to the Bellevue Botanical Gardens, a regional destination.  Bellevue would also purchase an inholding property at Meydenbauer Bay Park on Lake Washington.

· Open spaces that provide natural borders on the city limits of Enumclaw and Covington would be preserved to help those communities meet requirements of the State of Washington Growth Management Act.  

· In Kent, three projects are recommended for funding:

· The confluence of Mill Creek and the Green River, an important wintertime salmon refuge. 

· A wooded addition to Canterbury Park in east Kent, a rapidly urbanizing, diverse community. 

· An important buffer to Clark Lake Park.

· In Federal Way, the acquisition of a 27-acre ranch in Spring Valley on Hylebos Creek would allow for restoration of the creek, supporting the efforts of the Friends of the Hylebos citizens group.

· Three cities will receive their first CFT grants, including:

· Newcastle for the Boren Creek project.

· Pacific, for its West Hill passive open space.

· Kenmore’s Urban Nature Trail system.

· Woodinville’s Little Bear Creek project would help further the vision of a natural corridor and trail connecting the Sammamish Valley Trail and Wilmot Gateway Park to Snohomish County. 

· A nine-acre addition to Burien’s Seahurst Park would provide access to the southern end of the park, a wooded buffer, and protect the natural spring headwaters of a creek that drains into Puget Sound.   

· A 29-acre wetlands complex addition would complete the Auburn Environmental Park, located along the Interurban regional Trail and the Valley Freeway (State Route 167).

Seattle Project Highlights: 

· A green space park in the International District would help provide much-needed open space in one of the region’s most densely populated and vibrant city neighborhoods. 

· An urban center green space in the East Capitol Hill neighborhood that was identified in a community planning process would provide quality of life in a growing designated urban center neighborhood. 

· A greenspace park on Queen Anne Avenue at the base of Queen Anne Hill would provide a needed local neighborhood open space amenity that complements the lower Queen Anne retail center. 

· An addition to Thornton Creek Park in northeastern Seattle would continue the long-term, property- by-property effort to restore the creek, create an important neighborhood open space amenity and improve the water quality of the creek before it flows into Lake Washington.  

Factors Affecting This Year’s Committee Recommendation:

· The Range and Number of Applications

Perhaps the most notable difference in the Committee’s review process this year was a large increase in the number of applications. There were 44 in total, spanning a wide range of eligible open space projects in high-density human communities, natural resource lands and habitat ecosystems.  This was a result of additional outreach to cities in two workshops in the spring and a general increase in the demand for CFT funds.  The applications are of a high overall quality and the Committee found itself looking for ways to recommend funding most of them.  While many applicants would receive less than they requested, we believe the funds recommended will allow them to make significant progress on their projects.  The Committee feels this is preferable to providing higher funding levels to fewer projects and eliminating many good projects.  It should be noted that ten of the projects are recommended to receive under $100,000, but these projects will have significant impacts or would encourage longer-term efforts.

Committee discussions frequently focused on the quality of a proposal’s conservation values, particularly in rural areas, or how the project met unmet needs in urban areas.  At one end of the spectrum are projects that are impressive and regionally significant, such as the purchase of development rights over 7,200 acres in the Raging River headwaters.  Other unincorporated King County projects like the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie River, Griffin Creek or the Tolt River projects, would acquire only a few small parcels of land to prevent new development clusters from establishing in King County’s last, best places for salmon.  We also received a request to purchase development rights on a 78-acre farm bordering Enumclaw that includes a streamside buffer to protect Chinook salmon in Boise Creek.       

In contrast, there are many urban projects that will help make our growing cities more livable, a necessary ingredient to reducing the pressure for urban sprawl into King County’s rural areas.  Seattle has proposed four urban center parks of under an acre each to create new urban green spaces in designated urban center neighborhoods.  Seattle will accept far more population growth than any other city in King County in the next 20 years.  As this process occurs, it will be critically important to keep pace with neighborhood-scale, pedestrian-oriented open space amenities for residents and workers.  The International District and Queen Anne Urban Center projects are located at the edges of the city’s current downtown and are time critical opportunities to acquire open space needed in the city’s expanding downtown core.  In the suburban cities, the proposals range from adding to local greenway systems to creating new parks in rapidly urbanizing neighborhoods.  

· Funding Multiple-year efforts 

Several urban and rural applications propose additions to larger parks or natural areas and some of these gradual increases are now ten to fifteen years in the making.  Examples include the Bear Creek, Issaquah Creek, and Newaukum Creek Waterways 2000 projects and Seattle’s Thornton Creek corridor.  Other proposals would buffer existing parks, including Seahurst Park in Burien, Clark Lake and Canterbury Parks in Kent, Auburn Environmental Park and Juel Park in Redmond.  The Committee evaluated whether the proposed small-scale additions would provide meaningful improvements, such as greater protection of natural resources, an improvement in the quality of the visitor experience, or better stewardship of a park or open space. 

· Funding Multiple-Parcel Requests
The Committee’s recommendations for several multi-parcel applications tended to favor funding them at a level that would allow the most available parcels to be purchased soon.  By funding the projects at lower amounts than requested, CFT funds would be expended promptly rather than remain unused for extended periods.  The Committee expects that some of these applicants may return for additional funding in the future when initial funds are spent and progress has been shown.

· Matching Funds 

Like most other available open space acquisition funding sources, King County requires Conservation Futures applicants to provide matching funds.  In the case of CFT, there is a dollar-for-dollar match requirement.  Some of the applicants have available matching funds at the time of the application, while others will use the CFT funds as a starting point to seek additional grants or local funding.  The Committee took these situations into account. It was also mindful of cases where, because of time deadlines, matching funds that have been awarded would have to be forfeited in the future if they are not matched. 

· Timeliness: Threat and Opportunity
The Committee also took into account the related factors of threat and opportunity regarding the intentions of a landowner to sell property.  In some cases, long-term landowners have provided once-in-a-generation opportunities to preserve properties, while others have agreed to hold up sales or development plans to allow jurisdictions to seek funds to acquire the property as open space.

FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INDIVIDIUAL PROJECTS: 

The factors discussed above are described in further detail in the individual project funding recommendations described below and on the following pages.  
SUBURBAN CITIES

Auburn - Auburn Environmental Park 

$ 70,000

$ 70,000



Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of a 28.9-acre parcel located adjacent to State Route 167, at 15th Street Northwest in Auburn.  It is an important addition to an existing city-owned natural area to the south.  The Auburn Environmental Park would be over 120 acres in total with the addition of this parcel, and this project would complete the acquisition of the park.  The Auburn Environmental Park contains important songbird and waterfowl habitat and it provides visual relief along State Route 167.  It also is directly accessible to and buffers the Interurban Regional Trail, which is adjacent to the eastern portion of property.  The Committee feels that these last two factors make this a project of regional significance.  As an additional factor, Auburn has received few CFT grants in recent years, so fully funding this modest grant request will help to bring the city’s long-term receipt of CFT funds into greater overall balance.   

Bellevue - Greenway and Open Space System

$ 3,706,000

$ 500,000

Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel project located in the Wilburton, Kelsey Creek and Richards Valley communities.  It constitutes a community separator for southern Bellevue, provides a scenic amenity along local arterial roads and it would provide a community trail.  This CFT allocation should be applied to the acquisition of the 20-acre Koh property, located at Southeast 5th Street in Bellevue, adjacent to the Bellevue Botanical Gardens.  The Bellevue Botanical Gardens has worked in partnership with the city to raise matching funds, as they would gain a significant wooded buffer.  The property also contains high quality urban avian habitat with good songbird diversity.  The City has requested that the CFT funds awarded to this project last year also be used to acquire this same 20-acre parcel.  Last year, when King County allocated CFT funds to this project, it made a contingency that required Bellevue to identify a specific parcel for Committee and King County approval before it is acquired.  The Committee recommends that King County approve this request because Bellevue has clearly identified the property they intend to purchase. 

Bellevue - Meydenbauer Bay
$ 1,309,000
             $ 250,000


Recommendation: This project consists of a 31-acre parcel of land that is one of two remaining parcels targeted for inclusion in Meydenbauer Beach Park.  The property is located along Bellevue’s Lake Washington Boulevard and it would help complete the city’s ownership between the waterfront and the Boulevard.  Bellevue has purchased lands at Meydenbauer Bay for over fifteen years, to date having purchased nine parcels estimated by city staff to be worth over $27 million.  The shoreline portion of the park has been acquired and it contains ¼ mile of waterfront access on Lake Washington, a water body of regional significance.  The park is linked to Bellevue’s Downtown Park, which is three blocks away.  The owner of the property is motivated to sell the parcel this year and the house on the parcel will be removed upon acquisition by the city.  While the city has requested a higher level of funds for this project, the park has received considerable CFT funds in the past.  The Committee also recommends allocation of significant funding to Bellevue’s other project in this application round.  The funds recommended for this project would help the city move forward with the acquisition.

Black Diamond - Urban Growth Agreement Forest

$ 100,000

$ 50,000

Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of timber harvest rights on a 50-acre property identified in the Black Diamond Urban Growth Agreement as “In-city forest land”.  The property is located near Lawson Road, east of State Route 169 on the eastern boundary of the city.   The parcel is part of an open space link between the Black Diamond city center and the Green River Gorge.  It contains an old rail bed that, if acquired in the future, could be used as a trail that links the city with the Green River Gorge.  The Committee feels that this allocation will help move this project forward, however, additional work is required to gain a better estimate of the value of the timber harvest rights proposed for acquisition.  The Committee also recommends that the city negotiate with the landowner to gain trail rights-of-way through the property to meet its stated goal in the application of providing trail access from the city to the Green River Gorge area.  Such trail access was discussed, but was not actually proposed for purchase in the application.

Bothell - Kaysner/Sammamish River



$ 210,000

$ 150,000


Recommendation:  The Kaysner/Sammamish river project is a .67-acre parcel with frontage on the Sammamish River, located along Bothell Way in the City of Bothell.  Acquisition of this property would allow for an important trail link that would create a loop trail complementing the nearby Burke Gilman Regional Trail in Bothell.  The parcel would provide a scenic natural buffer to the Burke Gilman Trail and Sammamish River, a waterway of regional significance.  The area is one of the most natural stretches of the trail along the river.  The property offers an opportunity for additional salmonid habitat restoration through the replacement of reed canary grass with native plants.  Bothell has received few CFT grants in recent years. 

Burien - Seahurst Park Expansion



$ 234,750

$ 125,000

Recommendation:  The Seahurst Park Expansion project is a 9.11-acre wooded open space addition to the southern boundary of Seahurst Park, located in Burien at 18th Avenue Southwest.  The parcel contains mature second-growth conifer trees and a bubbling spring that is a primary water source for a small Puget Sound nearshore environment creek.  The project provides a significant forested addition and pedestrian trail access to an urban park on Puget Sound. The property has native plants like trillium, however invasive species are encroaching as well. The Burien Parks Department has a large volunteer base that will help restore the native vegetation and remove non-native plants such as English ivy.

Covington - Jenkins Creek Wetlands & Habitat 

$ 200,000

$ 150,000
Recommendation:  This project is a 27-acre wooded parcel located immediately south of State Route 18 at 212th Avenue Southeast, in Covington.  It is the northern parcel of an open space community separator between Covington and Maple Valley, with the targeted parcel serving as the northern terminus of that separator.  Covington was incorporated in the past few years and it is actively pursuing acquisition of this corridor to help define a natural separator between the city and Maple valley, per the direction of the State of Washington Growth Management Act.  The Committee feels that since this parcel is currently available on the market, and therefore more threatened with conversion, it is a higher acquisition priority than the city’s other request this year. 

Covington - Little Soos Creek Park Expansion

$ 200,000

$ 0 

Recommendation:  This proposed project is a 9.78-acre wooded riparian parcel that contains a significant 2000 foot segment of Little Soos Creek within its boundaries.  The stream corridor needs restoration and the removal of debris, but it offers a good long-term habitat protection opportunity.  It also links an existing play area on its south end with a small, protected green space on its northern border.  The Committee feels that this parcel is a good open space opportunity in the intermediate or longer term, but it is not immediately threatened nor is there an imminent opportunity to purchase it.  The Committee feels that Covington’s other project is a higher priority for this funding round. 

Enumclaw - Newaukum Creek Habitat 


$ 50,000

$ 50,000
Recommendation:    This is a multi-year, multi-parcel project. This year’s request consists of the acquisition of conservation easements on up to three parcels totaling 8 acres on Newaukum Creek, between State Route 169 and 236th Avenue Southeast.  Newaukum Creek contains high quality salmonid habitat and is one of the top priority basins identified in the Waterways 2000 program. Enumclaw is working to protect the creek under longstanding partnerships with the Mid-Sound Fisheries Group, the Army Corps of Engineers and King County’s Water and Resource Lands Division.  There is a good opportunity to significantly improve the streamside habitat of Newaukum Creek under this long-term restoration and enhancement effort.  The creek is also a significant urban/rural separator on the northern border of Enumclaw that separates the city from productive agricultural lands.   

Federal Way - Spring Valley Ranch



$ 930,000

$ 400,000
Recommendation:   This 27-acre project consists of five parcels under one ownership on Hylebos Creek, at South 373 street in Federal Way.  It is part of a several hundred acre corridor along Hylebos Creek targeted for protection by the city and the not-for-profit group Friends of the Hylebos.  The creek is a near-shore salmonid habitat stream in an urban area that has been heavily impacted by development and is in need of restoration along much of its course.  The project site would allow for re-meandering of the creek across the field on the lower portion of the property.  The existing buildings on the property would not be part of the project scope and would not be purchased with CFT funds.  The remaining house and barn may provide a good opportunity for environmental education, possibly with the Federal Way School District.  The Committee feels that this level of funding would provide significant assistance to the city in its efforts to secure the remaining funds necessary to acquire the property.   

Issaquah - Precipice Trail Corridor Phase 2 (Cougar Mt.)
$ 238,000

$ 0

Recommendation:  This multiple-parcel project is located on the northeastern side of Cougar Mountain near Newport Way, close to the Foothills at Issaquah development.  The project has regionally important attributes that include providing a forested buffer to Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park, providing trail access from the Issaquah Alps central trailhead area up to Cougar Mountain, and providing scenic relief for travelers along the Interstate 90 corridor.  Development is starting to occur on the edges of this multi-parcel project area, and the threat is now higher than in previous years, however it is not imminent for all of the available parcels.  This project has received a $250,000 CFT grant previously and it has other funds available for the to purchase of the most threatened parcels.  Issaquah has historically received significant CFT funds relative to its size and the city has indicated that the Whitaker property (below) is a higher priority this year than the Precipice properties.  Given the overall demand for available CFT funds and the funds the city does have available for Precipice project properties, the Committee therefore recommends this project not receive CFT funds this year, although it may return as an application in future years.

Issaquah - Whitaker/Fowler Trust  (Issaquah Creek)

$ 450,000

$ 200,000

Recommendation:  This project is a 4.4 acre parcel with frontage along Issaquah Creek and is located on Front Street South in Issaquah.  The site contains critical urban salmonid habitat on Issaquah Creek, which is a high-priority basin in the Waterways 2000 program and provides the majority of surface water into Lake Sammamish.  The property is part of a significant urban greenway.  It also provides an important downstream refuge area for salmon that migrate and spawn further upstream.  Issaquah has an agreement to purchase this property and it is therefore an immediate opportunity.  Issaquah has historically received significant CFT funds compared to other cities, however, the Committee feels this level of funding is warranted to help the city gain the additional funds it will need.  

Kenmore - Swamp Creek Flood Reduction


$ 855,000

$ 0
Recommendation:  This project consists of ten parcels totaling 6.56 acres, located along 73rd Avenue Northeast in Kenmore.  The major benefit of this project would be flood reduction and a chief part of the strategy is the buyout of houses, which may constitute the majority of value on the proposed acquisition properties.  There are some limited habitat restoration benefits on a few of the northern parcels in the project.  The Committee feels that the conservation values on the properties for this proposed project are lower than the quality habitat available in other applications. The Committee also has a concern about setting a precedent of using CFT funds for floodplain buyouts where the conservation values are lower.  Given the strong competition for CFT funds this year, the Committee feels that this project is not a priority.  The Committee does recommend CFT funds for Kenmore’s Urban Nature Trail system project, as discussed below. 

Kenmore - Urban Nature Trail System


$ 350,000

$ 200,000
Recommendation:  This project scope includes the acquisition of up to three parcels totaling approximately .4 acres within a larger proposed development in an urban neighborhood near 56th Avenue Northeast in Kenmore.  The property contains a small creek tributary that has been impacted by urban development downstream, though it has moderate habitat value compared to other applications in this year’s round.  The project has some potential pedestrian connectivity to the Burke Gilman Trail, which is about a mile away, via sidewalks along an arterial road that has natural edges.  It also links to a potential trail across the adjacent city border with Lake Forest Park that connects to Horizon View Park and trails beyond.  There is a relative shortage of publicly available open space in the northern part of Kenmore and this project will help provide a neighborhood with greenspace and some potential to connect to other trails.  This allocation would provide the city with funds to purchase some of the properties.

Kent - Canterbury Park Addition



$ 101,000

$ 75,000

Recommendation:  This project is a 1.9-acre wooded parcel that is directly adjacent to Canterbury Park on 100th Avenue southeast in Kent.  The neighborhood is a rapidly urbanizing area of the east Kent plateau that has a deficit of parks and open space relative to other areas in King County. This park is highly used by children and families and the proposed addition of a wooded parcel would double the size of the existing park and add an ecological dimension that it currently lacks, allowing local children to connect with a nearby natural area.  This modest CFT contribution would provide a significant portion of the funds needed for this project. 

Kent - Clark Lake Park




$ 250,000

$ 150,000
Recommendation:  This project includes an inholding parcel totaling 3.1acres at Clark Lake Park, a scenic, passive-use nature park on the rapidly urbanizing east Kent Plateau.  The property provides an added buffer to the park and would allow for better park management by removal of an intrusive inholding.  The property has had one owner for the past thirty years, but until recently it has not been available for purchase.  It was identified as an important acquisition in the voter-approved King County 1989 Open Space Bond program.  It contains a house on the eastern border of the site that would not be part of the project scope.  The City is continuing with its long-term vision to complete Clark Lake Park by purchasing the few remaining inholding parcels as they become available.  Clark Lake has received significant CFT funds in the past three years, however, the Committee feels that some contribution to this project is merited, given that Clark Lake is a significant open space in urban southern King County.  The city has not received an outsized share of funds over the past several years.  

Kent - Confluence of Mill Creek/Green River


$ 405,000

$ 100,000
Recommendation:  This is a 14-acre, five-parcel project at the confluence of the Green River and Mill Creek, located at south 262nd Street and State Route 167 in Kent.  Mill Creek is one of the most important salmonid winter flooding refuge areas on the lower Green River and the project would provide an opportunity for restoration of an historic riverside channel that will enhance this function.  The property also serves as an important urban separator between Kent and Auburn that is directly visible from highly-traveled State Route 167.  The city has requested funds for three quality projects this year and the Committee recommends partially funding each of them to help ensure their success.  For this project, the first parcel is currently available for an estimated cost in the $170,000 range and the recommended level of funding would allow Kent to purchase it, as well as to begin negotiations and seek matching funds for the other properties.

Lake Forest Park - Horizon View Woodland


$ 97,600

$ 50,000
Recommendation:  This project consists of two wooded parcels totaling 1.5 acres that are adjacent to a protected woodland ravine near 55th Avenue Northeast and Northeast 196th Street.  The project would allow for connectivity to other open space, including Horizon View Park to the northwest, and via sidewalk, to the proposed Kenmore Nature Trail project to the southeast.  The proposed trail up the ravine may be difficult to construct due to the steepness of the ravine.  Lake Forest Park will need to gain a permanent easement across the property to the west of the project to connect it to Horizon View Park.  This easement has apparently been offered as a donation to the city. 

Recommended Contingency: Before CFT funds are released to Lake Forest Park for this project, the city should first obtain a permanent pedestrian easement from the western edge of the project up through the ravine and connecting to 47th Avenue Northeast directly across from Horizon View Park. 

Newcastle - Boren Creek 




$ 200,000

$ 75,000
Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel project located along Boren Creek north of 89th Avenue Southeast near Lake Boren Park.  The eastern edge of some of the parcels will be acquired for a  Coal Creek Parkway widening project with non-Conservation Futures funds.  Several houses adjoining the roadway will be also be removed as part of that the roadway expansion.  CFT funds would not be used for the road expansion or to purchase the houses on the properties.  The project contains wetland and stream buffers to Boren Creek, which flows from Lake Boren to May Creek.  It also would provide a natural buffer to the water pipeline trail along that same portion of Boren Creek.  The properties in the project may be restored for habitat enhancement in the future.  Newcastle has received few Conservation Futures funds in the past.  This recommended funding level would allow Newcastle to begin acquisition of some of the identified parcels. 

Pacific - West Hill Passive Park/Open Space


$ 167,425

$ 35,000
Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of approximately 5.9 acres of open space land located at 55th Avenue South and the West Valley Highway in Pacific.  The property has a scenic view of Mount Rainier and the Puyallup valley below.  The bluff on the property is part of a hillside greenbelt along State Route 167 at the edge of King and Pierce Counties, making it an open space separator between the two counties.  The lower portion of the property is adjacent to the city’s West Hill Greenbelt and would be a significant addition to the greenbelt.  The property is also a buffer to a small reservoir.  The property contains a mix of representative native plants that are threatened with many invasive species and it is therefore in need of some habitat restoration.  The house on the property would be removed after Pacific purchases all of the property, however, this may occur in stages over time.  The property is accessible through private road, so the city will need to gain legal access. 

Recommended Contingency:  Pacific should be required to obtain legal public road access to the property to allow for public visitation.  

Redmond - Bear Creek Trail & Greenway


$ 216,500

$ 0
Recommendation:  This project consists of two properties, the first is a .8-acre parcel and the second is a trail easement over an adjacent parcel, both located on Avondale Way, near Union Hill Road and adjacent to Bear Creek.  The properties are links in Redmond’s Bear & Evans Creek Trail system. The .81 acre parcel has a moderate-value natural buffer to Bear Creek and a small developable area along the road.  The second “easement” parcel is developed with a business along the road and requires purchase of the trail easement.  The Committee acknowledges the need to gain a trail connection on this section of the city’s Bear-Evans Creek Trail, however, it is concerned about the progress of the broader Bear-Evans Creek Trail, which received over $1 million in 1989 Open Space Bond funds and has not fully expended them.  The city has committed to expending the remainder of those funds in 2004, but the Committee feels that this action should occur before the city receives additional Conservation Futures funds for this project.  This project has a lower threat of loss in the near term and could be a candidate for CFT funds in the future.  

Redmond - Howard (Bear Creek) 



$ 40,000

$ 40,000

Recommendation:  This project is a 2.6 acre property located on the western edge of Redmond’s Juel Park, at NE 116th Street on the boundary between the city and unincorporated King County.  The property contains important salmonid habitat on Bear Creek, a high priority basin in the Waterways 2000 program, with over 400 feet of frontage on the creek.  It would also be a significant 

addition to an existing city park for a relatively small amount of funds, due to the difficulty the landowner would have gaining access though the existing park. The landowner is a willing seller.

Renton - Edlund Property




$ 368,500

$ 100,000
Recommendation: This project consists of an 18-acre former farm that would become a passive-use open space.  The project is located on the northeast corner of Carr Road and 103rd Avenue.  The property is not located in a zoned agricultural production district, but it contains open fields with an older house, barn and associated farm outbuildings, some of which may be preserved, however, CFT funds would not pay for them and they are not part of the project scope.  The site has nine acres of hillside wetlands, around which a future passive trail would be located.  The project primarily would help meet unmet needs for urban passive-use open space in a rapidly developing area of King County.  The property has moderate scenic value from a major arterial road (Carr Road) and views of the urbanized Green River Valley and the distant Olympic Mountains.  This project was funded by King County in 2002, however, Renton requires additional funds to purchase the property and this allocation would help the city meet that need.  There are willing sellers and the development threat is high, as evidenced by a major subdivision on the adjacent property. 

Tukwila - Duwamish River Mini Park Expansion

$ 90,000

$ 75,000
Recommendation:  This project proposes the acquisition of a ½-acre riverside urban green space, located at South 133rd Street and 57th Avenue South in Tukwila.  This urban waterfront park is located along the regionally-significant Duwamish/Green River and it would provide public access to the river.  The property is located across the Duwamish River from the Fort Dent Golf Course.  The project also presents an opportunity to restore riverside natural habitat and refuge for threatened salmonid species. This project would help the city remedy unmet urban open space needs in the nearby community.  The site has a willing seller who has helped create the vision for this small riverside park.

Woodinville - Little Bear Creek Linear Park


$ 400,000

$ 150,000

Recommendation:  This project consists of three parcels of land located on Little Bear Creek and bordering State Route 522 in Woodinville.  The city is restoring an urban natural corridor on Little Bear Creek to improve riparian habitat and provide a trail corridor that will be linked directly to the regionally significant Burke-Gilman Trail.  The creek has lower salmonid species values, but could improve with habitat restoration.  The vision for the corridor is still being developed, with the exact location of future uses still under discussion, but the city intends to preserve the corridor to provide open space in the downtown and commercial area of Woodinville.  Woodinville may receive significant mitigation funds from the proposed Brightwater sewage treatment plant that will help fund the Little Bear Creek corridor vision.  The Committee recommends that on the northern parcel identified in the application, the riparian corridor along the creek should be of higher priority than the compacted gravel area that occupies the majority of the site.  Woodinville has not received a CFT grant since 1993.

SEATTLE 

Seattle – Uptown Park (Queen Anne and Roy)

$ 850,000

$ 800,000

Recommendation:  This is a .28-acre open space located at the base of Queen Anne Hill at the corner of Queen Anne Avenue and Roy Street.  It would become a passive neighborhood greenspace to serve this high-density community at the northern end of Downtown Seattle.  This project was included in the voter-approved Seattle parks levy in 2000 to help address the need for additional open space in the Queen Anne urban center.  The nearby Seattle Center is not a neighborhood park, as it often has large events that charge an entrance fee and has a large regional draw at many events.  The property has been purchased and Seattle is seeking reimbursement towards its purchase costs.  To help address street traffic noise, Seattle intends to create a physical sound buffer, such as an earth berm.  Part of the site was formerly a Unocal filling station, and some cleanup was required before it could be re-developed.  This work has been done, according to the city.  Seattle also plans to incorporate historic elements of the former Queen Anne Hill trolley line into the site design. 

Seattle - Urban Center Park (East Capitol Hill)

$ 750,000

$ 500,000
Recommendation:  This neighborhood greenspace project would serve the Capitol Hill urban center.  The city has identified three possible acquisition sites.  Two are located near Thomas Street at 16th Avenue and one is located on 13th Avenue near Harrison Street. This project would create a neighborhood green space pocket park to help meet a growing need in the area as it gains further population density.  Seattle’s voter-approved parks levy in 2000 also targeted the Capitol Hill urban center for additional open space and the city has worked with the local community to identify these potential sites.  The neighborhood is zoned for multi-unit buildings.  The two properties near east Thomas Street are currently parking lots belonging to Group Health Cooperative, however that institution may have a reduced need for outlying parking.

Seattle - Urban Center Park (International District)

$ 1,000,000

$800,000
Recommendation:  This project proposes of the acquisition of land for urban green space in the Chinatown-International District urban center in Seattle.  The City has identified several candidate sites, but it has not selected a final one.  The city is assembling funds and the amount gained would help determine what can be purchased.  The International District is a high-density neighborhood located at the southern edge of the expanding Seattle downtown.  There is a deficit of green space and park land in this area and this project would help fill that need.  Discussions with the Pioneer Square community for their component of this neighborhood project area have not yet progressed to the point where Pioneer Square is included in this year’s current project proposal.  The cost of land for any park in this community will be expensive and this allocation would give the city significant assistance in furthering its vision.

Recommended Contingency: Seattle should propose a final site location to the CFT Citizens Committee and to King County, and the site should be approved by King County, before CFT funds are dispersed to Seattle for this project.

Seattle ​- Thornton Creek Park 2 Addition


$ 200,000

$ 200,000
Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of open space land along Thornton Creek at Northeast 100th Street in Seattle.  The property is an inholding that would add to the existing Thornton Creek Park stream system and greenbelt in a high-density urban neighborhood.  This project would benefit salmonid species, because it will provide increased riparian habitat along the creek.  It would also provide additional habitat for wildlife and avian species.  The site would also be available for environmental education in North Seattle.  There is strong community support for this project from the Thornton Creek Alliance, which has worked for over a decade to help bring back the riparian habitat values and water quality of the creek.  There is also a willing seller, which make this a timely acquisition opportunity. 

KING COUNTY 

King County - Bass/Beaver/Dandy Lake Complex 

$ 493,000

$ 225,000

Recommendation:  This is a 120-acre, multiple-parcel acquisition project located east of State Route 169 along Southeast 383rd Way, north of Enumclaw.  The goal of the project is to acquire habitat lands to buffer and preserve portions of the riparian system that includes Bass, Beaver and Dandy Lakes and the stream system that connects them.  This riparian complex provides natural filtering of nutrient loading that comes into the system from upstream agriculture activities on the Enumclaw plateau.  The system acts as a natural cleanser for the surface water that subsequently flows into the Green River approximately one mile beyond Dandy Lake, the last lake in the system.  The project area also has high bird species diversity relative to other parts of King County and it is also a wildlife corridor.  The parcels would provide significant additions that protect existing King County and State habitat lands at Bass Lake and Dandy Lake.  This funding level would allow King County to seek additional matching funds and move forward on the most threatened parcels or parcels with willing sellers.   

King County - Boise Creek / Dairy Farm  


$ 250,000

$ 150,000

Recommendation:  This is a 75.7-acre acquisition project located on 276th Avenue Southeast, immediately south of the Enumclaw city limits.  The goal of the project is to purchase development rights on agricultural land and a conservation easement along Boise Creek, which contains spawning grounds for endangered Chinook salmon.  The conservation easement buffer area would protect riparian habitat and allow for fencing that keeps livestock away from the creek.  The property also serves as an important urban/rural community separator on the southern border of Enumclaw that would help prevent residential development from moving onto other farmland south of the city.  The Committee recognizes that this level of funding will allow King County to purchase some development rights and a conservation easement, with the expectation that additional funds may be needed in future years to complete the project.

King County - Crow Marsh Buffer (Rock Creek)

$ 390,000

$ 275,000
Recommendation:  This project would acquire development rights on up to 240 acres of forest production lands located along Southeast 312th Street east of Black Diamond.  The primary goal is to preserve the viability of the site for long-term timber harvest.  This property is within the area identified in King County’s Upper Cedar/Green Initiative to preserve working forests.  The initiative has received $2 million in Federal Forest Legacy funds, a portion of which would serve as the match for this project.  The property is largely a ridge line that is highly visible from the upper Cedar and Green River Watersheds.  It currently has large-mammal wildlife on the site, as evidenced by bear claw markings on trees, although this status could change as a result of future timber harvesting.  Crow Marsh is in the headwaters of Rock Creek, and it is an important tributary of the Cedar River below the Landsburg Dam.  This property provides important groundwater recharge for the marsh.  It is threatened with development of at least three residential estates.  The landowner intends to sell the property in the near future, but provided the Cascade Land Conservancy an opportunity to seek funds to purchase the property.  The Conservancy is attempting to purchase and hold the underlying fee simple rights to the property and then subsequently sell them to a timber company.  The possible existence of abandoned coal mines below the property will be explored and incorporated into the property valuation.  The Committee recommends this level of funding to cover the lower estimated range of the development units identified in the application. 

King County - Griffin Creek Natural Area 


$ 60,000

$ 60,000

Recommendation:  This project would permanently protect riparian habitat on a .6-acre, two parcel inholding in the Griffin Creek Natural Area, located along Griffin Creek Road Northeast near Carnation.  The property contains high quality habitat for threatened Chinook salmon and other aquatic species, amphibious species, large mammal species and deeper-woods avian species.  The Griffin Creek watershed is likely to be almost fully protected from development upon the successful completion of the proposed Cascade Foothills Forest, leaving the portion of the creek between the forest and the Snoqualmie River as the highest protection priority.  Most of the undeveloped parcels in the Griffin Creek Natural Area have previously been purchased by King County to prevent a critical mass of residential development from occurring there.  About a half dozen undeveloped, forested parcels in the Griffin Creek Natural Area remain unprotected and they may be included in a future CFT application. 

King County - Issaquah/Carey/Holder Cr. Confluence  
$ 475,000

$ 200,000


Recommendation:  This project would purchase the development rights and a riparian corridor conservation easement.  The conservation easement would contain fencing requirements to keep livestock away from the creek and it would allow for habitat restoration.  The project site is an important confluence of the three main branches of upper Issaquah Creek.  Such confluence areas provide particularly important spawning and rearing habitat for migrating salmonid species.  The farmhouse has an historic feel and the property is one of the last remaining older farms in the upper Issaquah Creek basin.  The property is located in a Regionally Significant Resource Area (RSRA) identified in the adopted King County Issaquah Creek Basin Plan.  This funding level would allow King County to begin negotiations with the landowner to acquire a first phase of development rights, with the expectation that the county will seek additional development rights.   

King County - Judd Creek Headwaters


$ 300,000

$ 200,000

Recommendation:  Located on Vashon Island, south of Southwest Bank Road near 115th Avenue Southwest, this project would target four wooded parcels totaling 11 acres, within a larger 83-acre project area in the headwaters of Judd Creek.  Judd Creek is one of the two most significant salmonid spawning streams on the island, the other one being Shinglemill Creek, which flows to the north from headwaters that are immediately north of the Judd Creek headwaters.  The project is therefore part of a larger protected open space system along the Judd Creek and Shinglemill Creek systems.  Protection of the Judd Creek headwaters would enhance water quality of the Vashon Island nearshore area, where a large percent of Puget Sound Chinook salmon are thought to spend at least some time in their life cycle.  The project area is also within a sole source aquifer area important for water quality and supply on Vashon Island.  The owner of the four parcels has granted a five-year option on the property to Vashon Land Trust board members, who have stepped in and agreed to make interest payments to hold the property until acquisition funds can be secured.  The Committee’s recommendation would fund the CFT share of the estimated value of three of the four parcels, which the Committee feels will provide significant help towards the ultimate success of this project.

King County - Middle Bear Creek 

$ 337,500

$ 250,000

Recommendation:  This project consists of three parcels totaling four acres on Bear Creek.  The first two “upper” parcels are adjacent to each other and are located at Northeast 160th Street near 208th Avenue Northeast. The third “lower” parcel is located at the northeast corner of the intersection of Avondale Road and Northeast 16th Street.  Bear Creek was identified as a high priority basin in the Waterways 2000 program. The properties all contain high quality riparian and aquatic habitat that benefits salmonid species, including threatened Chinook and a large sockeye run.  The upper two parcels are within the RSRA and abut a primary spawning reach identified in Waterways 2000.  These parcels have claw marks on some of the trees, evidence of bear activity.  They are small, non-conforming, and require variances from buffer requirements to develop.  Many smaller parcels near this property have been acquired over the past ten years to assemble a larger overall holding to protect Bear Creek.  The lower property is located on the Urban/Rural line and will serve as a separator between a future urban office park development and multi-family housing and the rural resource areas of Bear Creek.  It is also directly upstream from Redmond’s Howard property acquisition and Juel Park creating a large section of protected riparian corridor in a rapidly urbanizing area.  King County has received State of Washington Interagency Committee on Outdoor Recreation (IAC) matching funds for upper Bear Creek that were transferred to this site when another longstanding property negotiation failed to reach a successful outcome.  All extensions have been used and these funds must be returned to the state after this year. All of the parcels have a willing seller.    

King County – Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural Area
$200,000

$200,000

Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of a forested, three-parcel, 50-acre inholding in King County’s Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural Area, located east of Southeast Lake Dorothy Road in unincorporated King County.  These are the last properties targeted in one of the six highest-priority reaches in the Waterways 2000 program.  They have frontage on the Middle Fork Snoqualmie River, a highly scenic corridor that is the only King County river basin to have been proposed as a federal wild and scenic river.  The area has excellent kayaking and river recreation opportunities.  It contains high quality, deep-forest wildlife habitat for large mammal species like bear, cougar and bobcat.  The river also is a critical source of water for Chinook salmon, which inhabit the Snoqualmie Valley downstream of Snoqualmie Falls.  Longstanding site cleanup issues have been resolved on neighboring property. King County Solid Waste has a $240,000 grant from EPA to assess possible contamination on this property and if necessary perform cleanup prior to purchase.  The Committee feels that this project is regionally significant, due to its recreational, scenic and natural resource attributes, and the request merits full funding.
King County - Middle Newaukum Creek, Phase II

$ 500,000

$ 200,000

Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel project located along a 3.5 mile reach of upper Newaukum Creek, between Highway 169 and 236th Avenue Southeast near SE 410th Street.  Within the reach, five parcels totaling 30 acres were identified in the application.  This is a combination of quality habitat parcels and other parcels that require restoration, where they have been denuded by agricultural and residential uses.  King County is working in partnership with the Mid-Sound Fisheries Group and the Army Corps of Engineers to perform restoration projects on the creek.  The county also works closely with Enumclaw, which is acquiring and restoring riparian parcels on Newaukum Creek within the city limits.  The creek corridor forms an urban/rural separator between Enumclaw and the Agricultural Production District in unincorporated King County north of the city that will help contain residential sprawl onto agricultural land.  Acquiring and restoring riparian buffers over several miles of Newaukum Creek will take several years of sustained effort and the Committee, which has recommended funds for this project in recent years, has incorporated this assumption in its recommended funding level for this year.

King County - Raging River 




$ 400,000

$ 400,000

Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of development rights on over 7,200 acres within the headwaters area of the Raging River, which is located east of State Route 18 in unincorporated King County in the Forest Production District zone.  The Raging River is one of the two most important Chinook salmon streams feeding into the Snoqualmie River watershed according to WRIA 7 studies (the other being the Tolt River).  The Snoqualmie watershed is King County’s highest quality watershed for endangered Chinook salmon.  The Raging River headwaters area is also a significant open space connector and wildlife corridor between publicly protected natural lands on Rattlesnake Mountain and Tiger Mountain.  It is also a significant scenic feature that is visible from the I-90 Mountains to Sound Greenway corridor.  This is a project of regional significance in its scale and potential positive impact.  Given the project’s relatively low cost, the Committee recommends that it receive full funding.

King County - Taylor Mountain Forest Inholdings 

$ 1,000,000

$ 25,000
Recommendation:  This project consists of three inholding parcels totaling 80 acres, located in the center of the 1800-acre Taylor Mountain Forest in unincorporated King County on 276th Avenue Southeast near Hobart. The forest is the primary headwaters of Issaquah Creek and acquisition of these parcels would improve downstream water quality in the creek and allow for better management of the forest.  The parcels are currently at a modest level of threat of sale.  The removal of potential development in the center of the forest is an important goal, and the Committee recommends funding for the project that is sufficient to allow negotiations and appraisal work to proceed, so that a better understanding of needed acquisition funds can be gained for a future funding request.

King County - Taylor Creek Floodplain Restoration 

$ 250,000

$ 175,000

Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of five acres of land located at Maxwell Road Southeast and Southeast 214th Street.  This site would be used to restore riparian habitat, including moving the stream channel of Taylor Creek to a location on the site that is ecologically better for salmonid species.  Years ago the stream channel was moved to the edge of Maxwell Road, essentially turning it into a ditch.  Downstream restoration efforts in recent years have allowed Chinook and other salmonid species to return to the creek and have improved salmon spawning and rearing.  This property is the last parcel in a multiple-parcel acquisition project.  The site also contains several springs that provide a significant source of cold water, a necessary component of high quality salmon habitat.  The site also has good songbird habitat.    
King County - Tolt River Natural Area Addition

$ 35,000

$ 35,000

Recommendation:  This project proposes the acquisition of 1.5 acres within the Tolt River Natural Area. Located along the Tolt River Road east of Carnation.  The property contains off-channel habitat and is adjacent to current county ownership.  It contains a side-channel that could be reconnected to the River at the upper end of the property to provide improved salmonid habitat.  This is a very active river and removing potential residential development would eliminate the need for bank armoring, levies and other flood and channel migration measures.  This site has primarily the same criteria characteristics as the Tolt River project described below, but it has been separated from that application because it is located further downstream and would utilize a different source of matching funds.

King County - Tolt River – San Souci 



$ 275,000

$ 150,000

Recommendation:  This project consists of multiple parcels totaling up to 20 acres between River Mile 4 and 4.5 of the Tolt River, along the Tolt River Road east of Carnation.  The Tolt River has some of King County’s most important Chinook and Steelhead habitat and it is a WRIA 7 priority.  This section of the river contains important broad channel habitat with additional side channels necessary for salmonid spawning and rearing.  This project would further the goal of protecting the river’s riparian habitat between the proposed protected lands in the Cascade Foothills Initiative and protected habitat lands at the confluence of the Tolt and Snoqualmie Rivers.  The Tolt River basin also has some of the most important wildlife habitat in King County, with several large mammal species including bear, elk and cougar.  It also has a high diversity of avian, amphibious and aquatic species.  This allocation would allow King County to begin acquisition of some of the parcels and to seek additional matching funds to continue with this multi-year effort.    

King County - Suburban City TDR Incentive


$ 500,000

$ 200,000

Recommendation:  This is a programmatic project that would allow for the purchase of open space in those cities that agree to participate in the King County Transferable Development Rights (TDR) program by accepting rural development rights from unincorporated King County.  These CFT funds will be made available to a participating city for the purchase of open space within their city boundaries to help mitigate added density from Rural TDR transfers.  CFT funds for this purpose would be made available to the city after it has entered into an Interlocal Agreement with the King County TDR program for the acceptance of such rural TDRs.  The match for the CFT funds allocated to such city open space acquisition will be provided by the value of the conservation easement placed over the rural development rights sending site, provided that those rights have not been purchased with CFT funds.   
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