2026-2031 PARKS REC TRAILS OPEN SPACE LEVY
ANALYST: JAKE TRACY

	
	
	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2025 Revised Budget Biennialized
	
	$0
	
	$0
	
	0.0
	
	0.0

	2026-2027 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	$0
	
	$0
	
	0.0
	
	0.0

	2026-2027 Decision Packages
	
	$429,049,386
	
	$429,049,386
	
	0.0 
	
	0.0 

	2026-2027 Proposed Budget
	
	$429,050,000
	
	$429,050,000
	
	0.0
	
	0.0

	% Change from prior biennium, biennialized
	
	N/A
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium, biennialized
	
	N/A
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: 2026-2031 Parks Levy 




DESCRIPTION

King County voters approved the 2026-2031 King County Parks, Recreation, Trails, and Open Space Levy (“Parks Levy”) in August 2025. The revenue generated by the levy provides more than 80% of the division’s operating revenues, as well as the majority of the division’s capital funding. Proceeds from the levy are governed by the levy ordinance and the levy motion.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Ordinance 19922 and Motion 16797.] 


The purpose of this budget fund is to pass funding to the various entries and programs named in the ordinance. For County projects, operations, and grant programs, moneys are then appropriated through either the Parks Capital fund or Parks and Recreation operating appropriation unit.

The distributions listed in the levy ordinance are as follows over the six years:

Table 1. Parks Levy Ordinance Allocations

	Category
	Levy Allocation

	Off-the-top Allocations

	Woodland Park Zoo
	No more than $40M

	Seattle Aquarium
	No more than $12M

	Seattle Waterfront
	No more than $6M

	Memorial Stadium
	No more than $2.5M

	Pacific Science Center
	No more than $6 million

	Municipal Parks Capital and Open Space Passthrough
	No more than $25 million

	Aquatic Facilities 
	No more than $68 million, including 
$22 million for King County Aquatic Center

	Get Active Stay Active Grants
	No more than $10 million

	Healthy Communities and Parks Grants
	At least $30 million

	Community Partnerships and Grants
	No more than $12.5 million

	Ballfield Access and Preservation Grants
	No more than $13.5 million

	Percentage-remainder Allocations

	Operations and Maintenance
	40% of remainder

	Acquisitions and Capital Projects
	50% of remainder

	Town/City Passthrough
	10% of remainder



For allocations to outside entities, 1% of levy proceeds is reserved for administration.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

As noted above, this is a passthrough appropriation unit only. The proposed 2026-2027 Biennial Budget would appropriate the first two years of Parks Levy funding in accordance with the Parks Levy ordinance and the Allocation Plan attached to Motion 16797. The total proposed appropriation is approximately $429 million, which is roughly one third of the total anticipated $1.422 billion over the life of the levy (money is not proposed to be split precisely evenly over the three biennia, with slightly higher total appropriations shown in 2028-2031). 

Staff notes that this $1.422 billion in anticipated revenue over the life of the levy is a revised number based on the July forecast from the Office of Economic and Financial Analysis. This is approximately $19 million less in collections than anticipated at time of levy passage in spring 2025. 

Executive staff confirmed that they plan to distribute all levy funding in accordance with the terms of the Parks Levy ordinance and Allocation Plan. If future forecasts continue to reflect a lower number than anticipated at time of levy passage, Executive staff may request changes to the adopted Allocation Plan, but there are no plans to do so at this time.

Specifics of appropriations to grant programs, capital projects, acquisitions, and Parks operations and maintenance are discussed in the staff reports for Parks Capital fund and the Parks and Recreation operating appropriation unit.

KEY ISSUES

Staff have not identified any key issues for this appropriation unit.






