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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	5
	Name:
	April Sanders

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0260
	Date:
	October 24, 2023



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2023-0260 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Robert F. Harmon Jr., who resides in council district 6, to the King County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners.

BACKGROUND

The King County Housing Authority (KCHA) was established in 1939 by the King County Council to provide “decent, safe and sanitary housing for those families unable to obtain such housing elsewhere.”  KCHA’s Board of Commissioners are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council.  KCHA is a municipal corporation and is governed under Chapter 35.82 RCW, which governs housing authorities.[footnoteRef:1]  Housing authorities are authorized by state and federal law to issue tax-exempt debt to finance the acquisition, preservation, and development of affordable housing.   [1:  Chapter 35.82 RCW: HOUSING AUTHORITIES LAW (wa.gov)] 


The King County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners is made up of 5 commissioners.  Table 1 below shows the current make up of the Board.  Currently, Commissioner Douglas Barnes serves as the chair of the Board.

King County Code (K.C.C.) 2.88.015[footnoteRef:2] requires that at least one person appointed to the Board of Commissioners be an individual who is directly assisted by the KCHA.  The KCHA refers to this position as the "resident commissioner".  Additionally, appointees may not serve for more than two successive terms.  Filling an unexpired portion of a term counts toward the two-term limit. [2:  https://aqua.kingcounty.gov/council/clerk/code/05_Title_2.pdf] 


Table 1.  Current Board Make Up

	Pos. #
	Name
	K.C.C. District
	Background and/or Representing
	Date Appointed
	Term Expires
	# of Appointed Terms

	1
	Robert F. Harmon, Jr.
	6
	Community volunteer
	7/13/2023
	5/22/26
	1 Full

	2
	Terry Lynn Stewart
	8
	Resident Commissioner
	12/13/13
	5/20/20
	1 Partial/1 Full

	3
	Richard Jackson
	8
	Community volunteer
	1/27/23
	5/22/27
	1 Full

	4
	Regina Elmi
	9
	Community volunteer
	2/23/21
	5/22/23
	1 Full

	5
	Douglas Barnes
	1
	Community volunteer
	8/20/10
	5/22/20
	2 Full




APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Robert F. Harmon, Jr. resides in council district 6.  He currently works for Amazon as the Head of Legal for Amazon Fresh, Physical Stores, Supply Chain and Special Fulfillment.  He received his Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering and Economics from Columbia University and his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School.  

He currently serves on Amazon’s Housing Equity Fund oversight committee and is active in several civic, educational, and legal organizations, included being a member of the 2023 Cohort of the Black Boardroom Initiative and a graduate and alumni of Leadership Tomorrow, Minority Leadership for Tomorrow, and INROADS.

Staff from the KCHA state that Mr. Harmon is “deeply committed to addressing the region's housing challenges and applying his considerable real estate expertise to the advancement of affordable housing opportunities throughout the region by participating in the governance of KCHA. His passion for inclusion, innovation, and good governance will be an asset to KCHA’s employees, program participants, and the region at large.”

ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with the requirements of the King County Housing Authority board of commissioners.

Currently, two members of the KCHA Board of Commissioners have expired terms and may not be reappointed, and one existing member is in need of reappointment.  KCHA staff are working on asking members if they are interested in reappointment and determining for which positions they need to conduct recruitment.  K.C.C. 2.28.003.C. states that “[a]ny member whose term has expired shall continue to serve until a successor is appointed[…]”.


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2023-0260 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
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