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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	3 and 4
	Name:
	Peggy Dorothy

	Proposed No.:
	2002-0343 and 2002-0344
	Date:
	September 17, 2002

	Attending:
	Bruce Bennett, Chair, King County Utilities Technical Review Committee
Brian Snure, Esq.


SUBJECT:  
Proposed Ordinance 2002-0343:  AN ORDINANCE relating to the transfer of a portion of Lakehaven Utility District to Highline Water District for the purpose of providing water service to the area known as Cashmere Manor Property Transfer.
Proposed Ordinance 2002-0344:  AN ORDINANCE relating to the transfer of a portion of Lakehave utility District to Highline Water District for the purpose of providing water service to the area known as Verzani Property Transfer.
SUMMARY:  
Proposed Ordinance 2002-0343 (Attachment 1) would approve a transfer of one parcel of property totaling approximately 11 acres from the Lakehaven Utility District to the Highline Water District so that Highline Water District can provide the parcel with water service.  Lakehaven Utility District would continue to provide sewer service to the area after the transfer.
The Highline Water District and the Lakehaven Utility District received a petition from the single property owner of the parcel to transfer the property from Lakehaven to Highline for water service.  The parcel is located adjacent to the Highline Water District corporate boundaries.  The topography, environmental conditions and existing facilities all combine to make the Highline Water District the more efficient provider of water service to this area.  This transfer would allow the two utility districts to provide water service to their service areas without the need for a service agreement.
The entire transfer area is located within the urban growth boundary in urban unincorporated King County.  The property is currently being developed with approximately 72 detached condominium units in a complex called Cashmere Manor.  There are no residents in the area yet, but will be when the condominium is completed.
Proposed Ordinance 2002-0344 (Attachment 2) would approve a transfer of one parcel of property totaling approximately 0.55 acres from the Lakehaven Utility District to the Highline Water District so that Highline Water District can provide the parcel with water service.  Lakehaven Utility District would continue to provide sewer service to the area after the transfer.

The transfer proposed by this ordinance was requested by the same property owner at the same time as the transfer proposed in Proposed Ordinance 2002-0343.  This parcel is also located adjacent to the Highline Water District corporate boundaries, and the transfer is being sought for the same reasons as the transfer of the Cashmere Manor property.
The entire transfer area is located within the urban growth boundary in urban unincorporated King County.  The property currently is zoned R-4 and is undeveloped and uninhabited.  

The Highline Water District and Lakehaven Utility District approved the transfer of both of these parcels by resolutions of their Boards of Commissioners.
There is a striking amendment for each proposed ordinance.  The striking amendment is still undergoing legal review and will be distributed at the committee meeting.  The striking amendment does the following:
· When the Proposed Ordinances were introduced, the public hearing at the council and the review of the transfer by the Utilities Technical Review Committee had not happened.  The Proposed Ordinances include blanks for the dates of the hearing and UTRC approval and those blanks need to be filled in.  The striking amendments will complete the two proposed ordinances by providing missing dates.  
· The striking amendments would add important information to the statement of facts in both Proposed Ordinance 2002-0343 and Proposed Ordinance 2002-0344.  The original proposed ordinances failed to include the fact that the Lakehaven Utility District has approved the transfer of this area from its corporate area to the Highline Water District.  The striking amendments add references to the Lakehaven Utility District’s resolution approving the transfer.
· The striking amendments would make the council’s approval of each transfer conditioned upon the assignment to Highline Water District of the responsibilities, terms and conditions of the franchise agreement covering the transfer area.  Ordinarily, a utility district would annex property into its service area and then seek a franchise agreement prior to constructing, operating and maintaining water pipes and other facilities.  However, in this case, there are or may be water pipes and facilities already in the area and covered by a franchise between King County and Lakehaven.  If the transfer goes forward without the proposed condition, it is possible that neither district would be responsible or able to make repairs within county property until the assignment was complete.  Rather than leave the area uncovered, the striking amendments would require the appropriate assignment or signature of a franchise between King County and Highline Water District before the transfers are final.
BACKGROUND: Transfer of territory from one district to another falls under chapter 57.24 RCW and requires council approval.  The council is required to evaluate whether the annexation complies with the approval criteria described in RCW 57.02.040(3).  These criteria include:

· Whether the annexation complies with the county or town/city comprehensive plan.

· Whether the annexation complies with the policies expressed in the county water and/or sewer comprehensive plan.

King County Comprehensive Plan: The proposed transfers are consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan, in particular county planning policy F-102.  This planning policy states that King County should work with special purpose districts to determine appropriate providers of regional and local services.  The proposed transfers do not affect provision of water service and are not anticipated to change current land use in the proposed transfer areas.

Highline Water District Comprehensive Water Plan: The properties proposed for transfer are not covered by the Highline Water District’s 1996 water comprehensive plan, but the district asserts it will update its plan and include these properties if the transfer is approved.
PROCEDURAL STEPS  
· Highline Water District issued a Determination of Non-significance for the transfer of both parcels on July 10, 2002.

· Highline Water District passed Resolution 02-4-3B approving the transfer on April 3, 2002 (Attachment 3).

· Lakehaven Utility District passed Resolution 2002-965 approving the transfer on January 24, 2002 (Attachment 4).


· A Notice of Intention was filed with the council on July 24, 2002.

· The Boundary Review Board approved the proposed transfer on September 3, 2002 (Attachment 5 and 6). 

· The King County Utilities Technical Review Committee approved the proposed transfer on August 1, 2002 (Attachment 7).

· The council held a public hearing on the proposed transfer on September 9, 2002.
ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0343 (with attachments)

a.  Legal Description

b.  Map
2.  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0344 (with attachments)


a.  Legal Description


b.  Map
3. Highline Water District Resolution 02-4-3B dated April 3, 2002.
4. Lakehaven Utility District Resolution 2002-965 dated January 24, 2002.
5. Boundary Review Board closing letter concerning the Cashmere Manor Property Transfer dated September 4, 2002.
6. Boundary Review Board closing letter concerning the Verzani Property Transfer dated September 4, 2002.

7. King County Utilities Technical Review Committee minutes dated August 1, 2002.
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