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SUBJECT:  The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Office of Transit Mobility.

BACKGROUND:  Earlier this year, the State Legislature approved Substitute House Bill 2124, which created the Office of Transit Mobility in the Washington State Department of Transportation.  The primary goals for the Office to Transit Mobility are to facilitate the connection and coordination of transit services and planning, and to maximize opportunities to use public transportation to improve the efficiency of transportation corridors.

The Office of Transit Mobility oversees the a new Regional Mobility Grant Program for projects such as park and ride lots, rush hour transit service, and capital projects designed to improve the connectivity and efficiency of our transportation system.  Funding for the grant program is $20 million in the 2005-2007 biennium and $40 million in subsequent biennia.  The 2005 project proposals are due by November 1.
The Office is also tasked with playing a guiding role in coordinating transit services, increasing connectivity between those services, advocating public transportation to increase corridor efficiency, and increasing the integration of public transportation and the highway system.

Today’s briefing will provide Committee members with a status report on the Regional Mobility Grant Program and the initial organization work of the Office of Transit Mobility.

ATTENDING:
Judy Giniger, WSDOT Public Transportation and Rail

Theresa Smith, WSDOT Public Transportation and Rail
