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SUBJECT:  Presentation by All Aboard Washington, a state rail advocacy group, regarding planning for regional growth and the retention of regional rail infrastructure.
SUMMARY:  The Council is anticipating transmittal of the Executive’s recommendation package concerning acquisition of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe rail line that runs between Renton in South King County, and Snohomish in Snohomish County.  Regional discussions concerning this acquisition have centered on a package of property transfers, including Port acquisition of the rail line for $103 million from BNSF and conveyance to the county; transfer of the King County Airport (Boeing Field) to the Port of Seattle in exchange for the rail line, along with $66 million for capital improvement to the corridor; King County sale of the Fischer Flour Mill property on Harbor Island to the Port, if it is determined that county solid waste intermodal transport needs can be met by Port development of intermodal capacity; and support for expanding tunnel capacity of Stampede Pass rail tunnel to allow double-stacking of freight cars.
Focus on the acquisition of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe line has prominently featured discussions about the contribution it could make to the region’s regional recreational trail network.  

ALL ABOARD WASHINGTON
Rail advocates have emphasized the importance of retaining that corridor for rail purposes, as well.  All Aboard Washington is a long-time advocate for including support for rail infrastructure as a key element in the region’s vision for growth, as a means of moving people and freight in a way that is efficient, environmentally responsible, and reliable.  The organization, headquartered out of Olympia, has been an active participant in encouraging regional and state decisionmakers to give full weight to the potential of rail in the state’s transportation future.

All Aboard Washington has produced two key reports that highlight the role of rail in the region’s future growth planning; 

· The Future State Rail Plan—January 2007

· “What a Mess—A Century of Transportation Mistakes in the Central Puget Sound Region”—May 2007

Key perspectives of these reports include the following:

· As state growth continues toward a population base of potentially eight million  by 2020, the Puget Sound region’s highway infrastructure faces increasing congestion and delays;

· The region has missed several major opportunities to develop a rail-based transportation infrastructure that could provide an important alternative to clogged freeways;

· Other major cities and regions have moved forward with rail development, including MARTA in Atlanta and BART in San Francisco, sometimes utilizing federal dollars that otherwise could have substantially funded Puget Sound rail infrastructure;

· Public funding has largely supported the building of freeways and roadways, while neglecting to support rail needs, resulting in the neglect and, in some cases, abandonment of rail lines which are becoming increasingly important to the transportation future;

· Rails and trails can co-exist in transportation corridors, but it is very difficult to recover land for rail use if it is given over entirely for recreational trail purposes; 

· While investment in rehabilitating rail infrastructure can be costly, it is important to consider long-term transportation needs, environmental concerns, and related issues in cost-benefit equations related to rail investment.  

This context frames the strategic perspective of All Aboard Washington with regards to the proposal for acquisition of the eastside BNSF corridor.  The organization places an emphasis on acquiring the corridor and retaining the existing rail infrastructure for inclusion in a rail system that circumlocutes Lake Washington, and provides rail connections for urban transportation needs for the regional urban community.  

Lloyd H. Flem, Government and Corporate Affairs Director of All Aboard Washington, will address the Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee to summarize key perspectives of the organization with regards to the region’s transportation future, particularly as it relates to the acquisition of the eastside Burlington Northern Santa Fe trail corridor. 

ATTACHMENTS:  

1. “All Aboard Washington:  Future State Rail Plan”—January 2007

2. “What a Mess:  A Century of Transportation Mistakes in the Central Puget Sound Region”--May 2007

