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A.  Transportation Concurrency Travel Shed Boundaries map
Introduction

Since 1995, the King County Department of Transportation’s Transportation Concurrency Management (TCM) program has been reviewing development proposals to ensure that adequate road network capacity is available to accommodate additional traffic associated with the development proposals. These efforts satisfy the requirements of the 1990 Growth Management Act, Revised Code of Washington 36.70A.070(6)(e), and the transportation concurrency policies contained in the King County Comprehensive Plan. The purpose of this TCM program update report is to satisfy King County Code 14.70.270.B, which requires an annual report explaining the assumptions and parameters used to update the TCM program.

Transportation Concurrency Management Program

The 2011 changes to the TCM program cover two specific subject areas:

· Approval of a revised Transportation Concurrency Travel Shed Boundaries map.

· King County Code text changes to reflect the submittal requirements for the Transportation Concurrency update report.
King County Code 14.70.270.A requires a Transportation Concurrency Map update as part of the budget process, or when authorized by the King County Council by ordinance. The Transportation Concurrency map currently in use was adopted in February 2011. This map was developed in 2010 and will be in effect until a new map is created and adopted by the King County Council. No travel time data was collected in 2011; the next travel time data gathering effort will be the spring of 2012.

Current economic conditions have not led to a significant amount of development in the unincorporated area, and increased unemployment rates and higher gas prices over the past several years have resulted in few changes to travel time data. The overall economic trend is expected to continue over the next several years. Additionally, urban areas of the county have annexed or incorporated over the last 20 years, leaving urban pockets that will annex to cities in the coming years. These urban pockets are already heavily developed, while development in the rural area is constrained by policy and code.

An analysis of transportation concurrency and level of service standard changes between 2009 and 2010 indicates they are related to transportation trends throughout the Seattle Metropolitan region. A combination of factors, from the economic downturn to high gas prices, seem to be altering commuting habits and reducing traffic volumes and travel times on the roadways.  During 2008 and early 2009, the Washington State Department of Transportation studied travel time on area freeways and found travel times during commute hours were down on a majority of routes (“Economic Downturn Reduces Travel Demand in the Central Puget Sound,” by the Washington State Transportation Center, April 2009, http://tinyurl.com/ntw29k ). This mirrors a national trend identified by the 2009 Urban Mobility Report published by the Texas Transportation Institute (“Economic Factors Tap the Brakes on Traffic Congestion,” July 2009, http://mobility.tamu.edu/ums/media_information/press_release.stm).

King County’s 2008, 2009, and 2010 traffic count data generally confirms the continued effects of the economic downturn. In March and April 2010, the same months the TCM program collected travel time data, the RSD’s Traffic Engineering Section collected traffic counts in eight key locations on arterials throughout King County for which travel time data was also collected.  From 2008 to 2009, there was a major reduction in traffic on all measured routes. From 2009 to 2010, half of the traffic counts increased and half decreased, with the total volume for all eight count locations remaining virtually unchanged.

Revised Transportation Concurrency Travel Shed Boundaries Map
King County Code (KCC) 14.70.230.B references a map adopted by the King County Council that identifies the boundaries of each of the 25 travel sheds used for transportation concurrency testing within unincorporated King County. The current Transportation Concurrency Travel Shed Boundaries map was adopted by the King County Council in 2008. The transportation concurrency test for King County cannot include any roadways within incorporated areas.  Testing over the past several years excludes all incorporated areas, but the map adopted by the County Council does not reflect this. To be consistent with testing procedures, the revised boundaries map is being updated to reflect conditions in July 2011.

Several large annexations occurred during 2009 through July 2011:

	Annexation Area
	City Annexing
	Effective Date of Annexation
	Travel Shed Affected

	North Highline-Area X
	Burien
	April 2010
	2-White Center

	Panther Lake
	Kent
	June 2010
	7-Soos Creek

	Finn Hill/North Juanita/Kingsgate
	Kirkland
	June 2011
	8-Bothell/I-405 (Juanita/Kingsgate)


Several smaller annexations have also occurred in travel sheds throughout King County. All boundary changes related to these annexations and those listed above are reflected in the revised Transportation Concurrency Travel Shed Boundaries map proposed for adoption. (See Attachment A - Transportation Concurrency Travel Shed Boundaries map.)

King County Code Text Changes
The RSD is proposing to change the text of KCC 14.70 as it relates to the Transportation Concurrency Travel Shed Boundaries map, which is referenced in KCC 14.70.230. In addition, revisions are proposed to KCC 14.70.270 related to the reporting requirements. The current requirement is to submit an original and eleven copies of the Annual Report to the Clerk of the King County Council for transmittal to the County Council and County Council staff. For efficiency purposes, the proposed change is to provide one printed copy and an electronic copy to be sent to the Clerk’s Office. This is consistent with other King County legislation submitted to the Clerk’s Office.

Looking Ahead:  2012 Update

Through the end of 2011 and in 2012, RSD staff will focus on reviewing the TCM program for efficiencies and compliance with the direction of the Strategic Plan for Road Services. This work will also tie into the major update of the King County Comprehensive Plan in 2012. Staff will provide ideas to the Transportation Concurrency Expert Review Panel and request feedback from this stakeholder group. 
An important aspect of this work is to be consistent with the transformation of the RSD to a predominantly rural agency with heavy reliance on asset management. As part of this effort, staff will be reviewing other agency programs that might be similar to the direction of the RSD. Staff will review the King County level of service standards, consider revising the number of travel sheds, and consider the possible integration of the TCM program with the King County Mitigation Payment System in order to realize efficiencies in both programs.

The effects of annexations will change how concurrency is applied. Annexations can affect the road mileage tested by reducing total mileage or eliminating congested road segments within a travel shed. In 2012, staff will monitor the annexations that become effective and that have the potential to become effective over the next biennium. Travel time data gathering will take place in the spring of 2012 for the next TCM program update.[image: image2.png]




