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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	5
	DATE:
	February 20, 2003

	PROPOSED NO.:
	Briefing
	PREPARED BY:
	Monica Clarke


SUBJECT:  
Briefing on the Metropolitan Parks Task Force Phase II Report – Parks Funding 
SUMMARY:
The Metro Parks Task Force reconvened on January 6, 2003 to begin Phase II of its review of future funding options of King County’s Parks system. The task force was charged “to make recommendations to the County Executive and County Council regarding future parks system funding in 2004 and beyond. Specifically, should the County seek new voter-approved taxing authority in 2003 to support the parks system? If so, what form? If not, what alternatives are recommended?” 
OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

The Metro Parks Task Force considered three options to support the parks system:
Option #1: 
Create a special purpose park district (for example, a Metropolitan Park District or Park and Recreation Service Area) to operate county parks. 
Conclusion: 
A new parks district cannot be regional in nature without support of cities-which is simply not present.
Option #2: 
Sell park assets 
Conclusion: 
Selling parks was overwhelming opposed by the public in polling and focus groups.

Option #3: 
Submit a levy lid lift proposal to the Executive and Council that would go to the voters.
Conclusion:
The Metro Parks Task Force recommends Option #3.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Metro Parks Task Force report is attached to the staff report (Attachment 1).  A summary of their recommendations is as follows:

· Submit a county-wide property tax lid lift of $0.055 per $1,000 of assessed value
i. Term of six years 2004 through 2009
ii. Raises approximately $13 million to $14 million per year; a total of $83 million over six years

iii. Election Date: May 20, 2003 

iv. Purpose: fund regional parks and local parks in the rural area; provide an increment for enhanced maintenance of existing regional and rural parks; and fund the ADOPS (Association Development and Partnership) Program
.

· Continue to seek changes in state law to enable the use of a percentage of the Real Estate Excise Tax and Conservation Futures Tax for parks maintenance.

· For parks in the urban unincorporated area (UGA); the recommendation is to fund these park assets through a combination of general fund dollars and surface water management fees. The task force further recommends that the road levy should also be considered as a possible parks funding source.

· If the levy fails:  A levy failure would mean significant additional park closures. The task force report indicates that contingency plans will be developed for scaling back the parks system should the levy fail.  The report further indicates that the task force would like an opportunity to reconvene and address what would close and what would stay open and how the system would be funded.

ATTENDING:

Grover Cleveland, Government Affairs Officer, Director’s Office, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

Karen Reed, Special Projects Coordinator, Budget Office
GUESTS:

Lynn Claudon, Member, Metropolitan Parks Task Force

Gene Duvernoy, Co-Chair, Metropolitan Parks Task Force
Louise Miller, Member, Metropolitan Parks Task Force

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Metropolitan Parks Task Force Phase II Report: Preserving a Regional Legacy: Proposing a Countywide, 6-year, 5.5 Cent Levy to fund the Operation and Maintenance of Regional and Rural County Parks dated February 10, 2003
� In accordance with a proviso in the 2003 budget, the Parks Division is required to transmit the ADOPS program criteria and guidelines to the Council for approval by motion. The transmittal is expected before the end of February. 





