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SUBJECT: A briefing on the Analysis of Potential Transportation Concurrency Measures by the King County Department of Transportation (KCDOT).  

BACKGROUND: This item concerns a special report to the Council prepared by KCDOT as required by Ordinance 14375.  Section 5 of Ordinance 14375 states the following: 
It is the council’s intention, prior to the expiration of K.C.C. 14.70.230, to review alternative methods for evaluating concurrency, such as but not limited to, time of travel, ultimate roadway design capacity, volume to capacity ratios, and intersection delay and to consider these alternatives as a replacement for the concurrency methodology now in effect. To assist the council in this process, the department of transportation shall provide the following information to Council:

A case study of the Soos Creek plateau analyzing the alternative concurrency methodologies and a report with recommendations for updating the county’s concurrency program and possible revisions to the King County Comprehensive Plan.  The information required by this subsection shall be provided by December 31, 2002. 

The request to evaluate alternate concurrency methodologies was based on concerns about achieving growth management goals and the number of zones being closed to residential development within the urban growth boundary under the existing concurrency program. 

Following a six-month effort by KCDOT, including the formation of a concurrency advisory committee, consisting of representatives from both the public and private sectors and a neighborhood group designed to review various concurrency measures and recommend possible changes, KCDOT submitted a report titled “Analysis of Potential Transportation Concurrency Measures” to the Council on December 30, 2002.  Copies of this report were distributed to Councilmembers’ offices and additional copies will be available for this briefing. 
The report recommends that King County ultimately replace its existing concurrency system (link-based volume-to-capacity ratio) with a travel time system.  As the report indicates, implementing a concurrency system using a travel time methodology is based on an understandable concept of the average time it takes a driver to complete a trip through a corridor and would have many benefits, such as more accurately reflecting traffic conditions the way motorists experience them.  However, it would require KCDOT to collect substantial additional data in order to implement, including the creation of a new traffic model.  In addition, the effects of this measure (if approved) on the rural area would need to be examined as part of a future work program.  Furthermore, this effort did not take into consideration Level-Of-Service (LOS) standards, something that should be considered with such a change in methodology.  Lastly, adopting travel time as a new methodology would require amendments to the Comprehensive Plan, scheduled to take place in 2004.  
Given the time required to implement a new methodology such as travel time, the report recommends that an interim measure, using a segment-based or corridor volume-to-capacity ratio be implemented.  The segment-based methodology is similar to the county’s current link-based method.  The difference between these two methods is that segment-based ratios are averaged along longer segments of a monitored corridor instead of the current link by link approach.  This has the effect of minimizing the impact a single critical link can have on the corridor and produces results similar to that of the travel time methodology.
Today’s briefing will focus on the findings of the special report.  However, it should be noted that Ordinance 14375 established March 12, 2003 as the date the existing concurrency system would end or sunset.  In order to ensure that the county continues to maintain a functioning concurrency system, KCDOT will transmit legislation to adopt an interim concurrency system as recommended by the concurrency advisory committee and outlined in the report. 

ATTENDING:
Richard Warren, King County Road Services Division
