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SUBJECT

A briefing on the Regional Wastewater Services Plan  - 2013 Comprehensive Review.

SUMMARY

The Executive has transmitted Report 2014-0070 “Regional Wastewater Services Plan – 2013 Comprehensive Review” to comply with Ordinance 17480[footnoteRef:1] which updated a section of the Regional Wastewater Service Plan (RWSP) reporting policies (KCC 28.86.165) to require submittal of a comprehensive review of the RWSP by July 1 2014.     [1:  Adopted in November 2012] 


The reporting policies call for the King County Executive to review the implementation of the RWSP on a regular basis and submit specific reports to the King County Council and the Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC). Specifically, the reporting policy on RWSP comprehensive reviews states:

B.1.  Comprehensive regional wastewater services plan review.  The executive shall submit a written report to council and RWQC that provides a comprehensive review of the RWSP.  The report will review the following:
	    a.  assumptions on the rate and location of growth, the rate of septic conversions and the effectiveness of water conservation efforts;
	    b.  phasing and size of facilities;
	    c.  effectiveness of RWSP policies implementation, for infiltration and inflow reduction, water reuse, biosolids, CSO abatement, water quality protection, environmental mitigation and public involvement; and
	    d.  policy guidance for the construction fund and the emergency capital reserves.
	  2.  The next comprehensive regional wastewater services plan review is due in June 2014.  Subsequent reports will be prepared every three to five years as established by the council and RWQC following their review of the current report.  The specific due date will be based upon the availability of necessary information, the completion of key milestones, and the time needed to collect and analyze data.  The executive may recommend policy changes based on the findings of the report and other information from changing regulations, new technologies or emerging or relevant factors.

RWSP annual reports and periodic comprehensive reviews provide important data on the progress and effectiveness of RWSP implementation and highlight any changes that may be needed to RWSP programs, projects, or policies. The Council is also kept informed on the progress and effectiveness of RWSP components through committee briefings, the King County budget process, deliberations on the annual sewer rate proposal, and other specific capital reports as dictated by the Council.  

This initial briefing before the committee is intended to familiarize the committee with purpose of the review and some of the major findings at this time.   Council staff has only begun the analysis of the report – and will also be briefing and working with the Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC)  to identify if additional background information is needed and/or if policy refinements or additions to the Regional Wastewater Services Plan may be recommended based on the report findings.

BACKGROUND

The Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) is the primary policy document guiding operations and capital planning and implementation for the Wastewater Treatment Division.  It outlines important projects, programs, and policies for King County to implement through 2030 to continue to protect public health and water quality and ensure sufficient wastewater capacity to meet future growth. In adopting the RWSP in 1999, the Metropolitan King County Council recognized the importance of reviewing implementation of the RWSP and adopted specific RWSP reporting policies that call for regular reviews and reports.

Prior to preparation and transmittal of the 2013 Comprehensive Review – the Council required the submittal of a work plan for the comprehensive review.   That work plan was submitted and reviewed by the RWQC (Briefing 2012- B0093). 

In that work plan the Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) noted that this comprehensive review was intended to:  

· Update wastewater flow projections through 2030 (RWSP time horizon) and beyond to 2050, using Puget Sound Regional Council’s (PSRC) population and land use forecasts. 
· Compare updated projections with existing RWSP projections.
· Review and update RWSP key planning assumptions that have been used to determine facility needs and sizing.
· Review RWSP program and policy implementation since 2007. (The last RWSP comprehensive review covered RWSP program and policy implementation through 2006.)
· Review statewide and national trends related to wastewater treatment standards and technologies.

The results of these efforts were expected to help to identify whether modifications or amendments are needed to RWSP policies or programs. However WTD staff and the RWQC acknowledged in 2012,  that it was unlikely that the report would contain policy recommendations due to the report schedule and the anticipated interactive process between WTD, RWQC and possibly the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC) regarding potential policy refinements or additions. 

As anticipated,  the submitted 2013 Comprehensive Review appears to address data updates and comparisons of population and flow projections and a review of key planning assumptions related to facility sizing.  But it did not include any recommendations regarding policies – and will as intended serve as a foundation to address or drive additional policy considerations, including refinements and/or additions. 

It should be noted that concurrent to this effort is a multi-year review and update to the Conveyance System Improvement program.  Underway at this time is a full update to what is called the “Regional Needs Assessment” which looks specifically at the conveyance needs for the system based in large part the data and projections reviewed as part of the RWSP 2013 Comprehensive Review – but also based up additional data collected from component agencies (cities and sewer distrcts) who can provide additional information regarding specific local sewer system projections for growth and flows in the future.   

When the Regional Needs Assessment is completed this fall, Wastewater Treatment Division staff will begin the process to further assess the regional conveyance system and work in an iterative manner with component agencies to refine the long-range capital improvement  program for conveyance facilities. 

The briefing will provide additional information about this effort and how it dovetails with the RWSP review.

2013 Comprehensive Review Outline
Following the Chapter 1 Introduction (describing King County’s wastewater treatment system and the RWSP)  the major topic of each chapter are as follows:  

· Chapter 2 summarizes RWSP implementation achievements made from 2007−2013. The chapter includes information on regional treatment and conveyance capital projects, infiltration and inflow (I/I), combined sewer overflow (CSO) control projects, and achievements made in implementing the County’s Sediment Management Plan, cleaning up the Lower Duwamish Waterway Superfund site, creating resources from wastewater, protecting the region’s wastewater assets, and implementing RWSP policies. 
· Chapter 3 describes how annual sewer rates and capacity charges are established, provides sewer rate and capacity charge projections through 2030, and compares them to projections in previous RWSP comprehensive review reports. The chapter also describes programs implemented in 2007−2013 to increase efficiency and policy guidance on construction fund and emergency reserves.
· Chapter 4 summarizes future population and economic growth projections and the expected impact on the regional wastewater treatment system. It provides detail on the methodology and assumptions for developing projections and discusses the findings as they relate to future treatment plant capacity needs.
· Chapter 5 summarizes WTD activities under way to address emerging issues and priorities such as climate change, chemicals of emerging concern, increased use and demand for the byproducts of wastewater treatment, sustainable building, technology trends, regulations that are more stringent, and equity and social justice.
· Chapter 6 summarizes conclusions from the RWSP review and identifies next steps in continuing to implement the RWSP to protect the region’s water quality. 

Next Steps
Council staff expects to be working with the RWQC intergovernmental staff group and RWQC members to determine areas of interest and schedule additional briefings (after an introducture briefing on July 2, 2014), on the RWSP Comprehensive Review report. 

It is anticipated that Council staff would keep the TrEE Committee Chair and members informed if potential policy refinements or additions to the Regional Wastewater Services Plan are identified.   Legislation to amend the RWSP and County Code would be typically referred to the TrEE Committee or its successor for review and recommendation to the full Council.


ATTACHMENTS

1. Regional Wastewater Services Plan -  2013 Comprehensive Review
2. [bookmark: _GoBack] Transmittal Letter, dated May 28, 2014
	 

LINKS

1. Regional Wastewater Services Plan 2013 Comprehensive Review 
	(This report can also be found via the following link:   

http://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/wastewater/wtd/construction/Planning/RWSP/CompReview/13/2013_RWSPComprehensiveReview.pdf
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