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October 17, 2005
The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed is a motion approving four projects to be funded under title III of the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000, Public Law 106-393.  As described in the motion, Public Law 106-393 provides stable and consistent funding for roads and schools by allocating revenue to the county from federal lands in the county.  In order to receive the full payment available under the act, the county must annually "elect" to dedicate a portion of the proceeds (at least 15% and not more than 20%) to resource-related projects, either federal projects under title II, or county projects under Title III.

The enclosed motion makes the required annual election for federal fiscal year 2006, which begins in October, 2005, for funds to be received in calendar year 2006.  It also approves the Title III projects for 2006, which are reflected in the Executive Proposed 2006 Budget.  For the first five years under the act, 2001-2005, the county elected to dedicate a full 20% each year to resource-related projects, and the enclosed motion similarly reflects a full 20% dedicated to Title II and Title III, with 2 % awarded to Title II federal projects and 18 % to Title III King County projects.

The proposed 18 % for Title III is estimated to be approximately $411,806 for 2006.  In addition, $10,000 of interest earned on Title III funds received in past years is available to dedicate to 2006 Title III projects.  A total of $420,000 is allocated to the following three ongoing projects and one new project in the Executive Proposed 2006 Budget.

1. $170,000 to partially fund the ORCA 4-H Youth Education Program, administered by the Washington State University Cooperative Extension King County, and Earthcorps, which will provide training in leadership, forestry, and environmental restoration to high school students.

2. $100,000 to partially fund the Urban and Community Forestry program in the Water and Land Resources Division to assist in the conservation and restoration of urban forest resources through technical assistance and by providing grants for community forestry projects with a focus on forestry education.

3. $120,000 to partially reimburse the King County Sheriff's Office for expenses incurred performing search and rescue operations on federal land.

4. $30,000 to fund a new initiative to develop and implement a community forest fire protection plan in a rural community in King County.

The purpose of the attached motion is to make the annual election required by Public Law 

106-393, and to provide a 45-day public comment period.  The motion cannot be passed until 45 days after notice is published in the publication of local record.

Thank you for your action on this motion.  Please contact Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget, at 206-296-3434, for further information regarding this transmittal.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Sid Bender, Budget Supervisor, Office of Management and Budget


Evelyn Wise, Budget Analyst, Office of Management and Budget


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

John Bodoia, Chief Financial Officer, DNRP

Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Water and Land Resources Division, (WLRD) DNRP

Kathy Creahan, Farm and Forest Programs Lead, WLRD, DNRP

Theresa Jennings, Division Director, Solid Waste Division, DNRP

Ann Shigeta, Finance and Administration Manager, Solid Waste Division, DNRP

Brad Gaolach, Chair, WSU Co-Operative Extension King County
The Honorable Sue Rahr, King County Sheriff

Connie Griffith, Finance Director, King County Sheriff’s Office
Joe Lewis, Planner, King County Sheriff’s Office
