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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2017-0133 would authorize the King County executive to execute an interlocal agreement with the City of Issaquah to conduct a traffic corridor study along Issaquah-Hobart Road Southeast continuing as Front Street South from State Route 18 to Northwest Gilman Boulevard.

BACKGROUND

Council restricted $175,000 in the adopted 2017-18 biennial budget[footnoteRef:1] to fund up to half of the total cost of a joint traffic corridor study with the city of Issaquah along Issaquah-Hobart Road Southeast.  The budget also included the following proviso, with respect to a report on the study: [1:  Ordinance 18409] 


Of this appropriation, $200,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits a report on a joint traffic corridor study with the city of Issaquah along Issaquah-Hobart Road Southeast and a motion that should approve the report and a motion is passed by the council. The motion shall reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion.

The report shall include, but not be limited to: description of the existing conditions, including deficiencies along that stretch of roadway consisting of Issaquah-Hobart Road Southeast continuing as Front Street South from State Route 18 to Northwest Gilman Boulevard and a list of short-term and long-term solutions to mitigate traffic congestion as part of a technical traffic study of that stretch of roadway.

The executive should file the report and motion required by this proviso by May 31, 2018, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff, the policy staff director and the lead staff for the transportation, economy and environment committee, or its successor.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ordinance 18409, Section 61, Proviso P1] 


ANALYSIS

PO 2017-0133 authorizes the executive to execute an Interlocal agreement with the City of Issaquah to conduct a comprehensive traffic corridor study in substantially the form of the Attachment A to the ordinance (included with Attachment 1 to this staff report).  Attachment A establishes the following terms for the Interlocal agreement (ILA):

Scope of Work

The proposed ILA defines the traffic study area as Issaquah-Hobart Road SE from SR 18 to SE 96th Street and Front Street South from SE 96th Street to NW Gilman Boulevard.  Of the 8.2 mile study corridor, the county is responsible for six miles with two signalized intersections, and the City is responsible for 2.2 miles with five signalized intersections.  

City and County Responsibilities

The City of Issaquah (“the City”) will be the lead agency, develop a request for proposal (RFP) for the traffic study, and provide administrative and clerical services to execute the traffic study.  The City will not finalize any reports pertaining to the County portion of the Corridor until after approval by the County and will provide a copy of the Traffic Study report and recommendations to the County upon completion.

The County will pay half of the Traffic Study costs, not to exceed $175,000, shall review and approve the RFP prior to advertising, attend all meetings that pertain to the County portion of the Corridor or to the whole Traffic Study, and provide comments all on Study drafts.  The County gives authority to the City to work within the County road rights-of-way for the purpose of performing any tasks necessary to complete the Traffic Study.

Duration/Termination

The proposed ILA notes that the County’s budget for the Traffic Study was fully funded in 2016 and that funding beyond that biennial appropriation is conditional upon appropriation by the County Council.  The Council reappropriated funds for the study in the 2017-18 biennial budget as part of the Road Services Division’s operating budget. Either party may terminate the agreement with 30 days’ notice, if expected or actual funding from sources other than the City and county is withdrawn. The Party requesting termination must pay all direct and indirect phasing-out costs.  The ILA does not specify a start or completion date for the study, but Council’s proviso as described above requires a report on a joint traffic corridor study for Issaquah Hobart Road from the Executive by May 31, 2018. 

Dispute Resolution

If the Director of the Road Services Division and the Issaquah Public Works Director cannot resolve a dispute, either party may refer the matter to non-binding mediation.  If any party deems it necessary to institute legal action to ensure any right or obligation under the Agreement, such action will be brought in a court of competent jurisdiction in King County.

Legal Review

Council’s legal counsel identified one area of concern regarding the open ended exposure if the County funding is withdrawn or the County terminates the ILA before the study is complete.  While the intent is that the County would not be liable for more than the $175,000 it agrees to contribute to this study, the language is not that clear.  However, both Roads and the PAO conclude that the current language in the ILA is sufficient to protect the County’s interests. Additionally, the potential for early termination of the ILA is low. As the City has already signed the ILA, Executive staff are concerned that any amendment would need to go through the City’s approval process, which could delay the start of the study.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-0133 and Attachment A
2. Transmittal letter
3. Fiscal Note

INVITED

· Brenda Bauer, Director, Road Services Division
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