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August 27, 2009
The Honorable Dow Constantine

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Constantine:

Enclosed is a proposed ordinance authorizing the substitution of approximately 1.15 acres of property at the Park at Bothell Landing, purchased with King County 1989 Open Space Bond funds.
The City of Bothell is undertaking a $60 million dollar effort to re-route State Route 522 as part of the Bothell Crossroads Realignment project, which has been endorsed by the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and is a top-ranked project of the Puget Sound Regional Council Economic Development District.  The realignment will improve traffic mobility, the commercial viability of downtown Bothell, and the Park at Bothell Landing.  After considering several scenarios, Bothell and WSDOT developed a plan that will relocate State Route 522 through a portion of an existing parking area and two small parcels within the Park at Bothell Landing that were all purchased with 1989 Open Space Bond funds.  The parking area is underutilized and has never been paved or formally developed, but it has served as informal overflow parking for the park.
Overall, slightly more than one acre of land (50,166 square feet) is being proposed for substitution, and approximately 13,800 square feet of additional land and four parking stalls would be gained in the exchange.  An existing parking area owned by Bothell and not purchased with 1989 Open Space Bond funds will be part of the substitute property, as Bothell is under no requirement to permanently preserve that parking area.  The funding of a parking area under the 1989 Open Space Bond Program was a unique occurrence that reflected the need to provide better access to existing open space at the Park at Bothell Landing.  Thus, the proposed substitute property is in keeping with the originally-intended purpose of this particular project by meeting or exceeding the parking capacity being lost.  A small green space buffer to a stream adjacent to the impacted parking area will be part of the substitute property.
This ordinance is required by the Interlocal Agreement (ILA) between King County and the City of Bothell for 1989 Open Space Bond projects.  The ILA requires that should the city change the use of property purchased with 1989 Open Space Bond funding, it must either replace the property with equivalent substitute open space, or pay King County the value of property for purchase of other replacement open space.  If Bothell chooses to make the substitution itself, then King County must determine through its normal legislative process that the substitute property is consistent with Ordinance 9071, which authorized the 1989 Open Space Bond Program.  Bothell has chosen to substitute the impacted open space with three other parcels that are adjacent to or close to the Park at Bothell Landing, as described in the ordinance.  Bothell has conducted separate appraisals of the impacted open space and substitute properties and it has also conducted an independent review of the appraisals under appropriate and acceptable appraisal standards.  The appraisals conclude that the economic value of the impacted open space and the substitute properties are equivalent.  The substitution requires no additional funding and the proposal has no fiscal impact to King County.
Bothell needs to gain King County approval no later than October 1, 2009 to receive certification of the project necessary for funding.  It had hoped to have this request completed sooner, but has been met with delays in reaching a final master plan.  If you have any questions about this ordinance, please feel free to contact Mark Isaacson, Director of the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-6587.

Sincerely,

Kurt Triplett 
King County Executive
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