
ATTACHMENT 4 

RCW 29A.24.171 

Vacancies in office. 

(1) If, prior to the first day of the regular filing period, a vacancy occurs in an office that 
is not scheduled to appear on the general election ballot, leaving an unexpired term 
for which a successor must be elected at the next general election, filings for that 
office shall be accepted during the regular filing period. The filing officer shall 
provide notice of the vacancy and filing period to newspapers, radio, and television 
in the county, and online. The position shall appear on the primary and general 
election ballots unless no primary is required or unless a candidate for superior 
court judge is entitled to a certificate of election pursuant to Article 4 [IV], section 
29 of the state Constitution. 

(2) If, on the first day of the regular filing period or later, a vacancy occurs in an 
office that is not scheduled to appear on the general election ballot, leaving an 
unexpired term, the election of the successor shall occur at the next succeeding 
general election that the office is allowed by law to have an election. [Emphasis 
added.] 

[2011 c 349 § 10; 2006 c 344 § 7; 2004 c 271 § 165.] 

Notes: 

     Effective date -- 2011 c 349 §§ 10-12, 27, 28, and 30: "Sections 10 through 12, 27, 28, 
and 30 of this act are necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, 
health, or safety, or support of the state government and its existing public 
institutions, and take effect immediately [May 16, 2011]." [2011 c 349 § 34.] 

     Effective date -- 2006 c 344 §§ 1-16 and 18-40: See note following RCW 29A.04.311. 


