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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item No:
	10
	Name:
	Erik Sund

	Proposed Ordinance No.:
	2012-0242
	Date:
	September 5, 2012




SUBJECT:  
Proposed Ordinance 2012-0242 would authorize the Executive to enter into an interlocal land transfer agreement with the City of Auburn for the transfer of an unused portion of North Green River Park.  

BACKGROUND:

In 2002, in response to budget constraints, the Council approved legislation (Ordinance 14509) which established a new operating strategy for the parks system intended to address an ongoing revenue shortfall.  The strategy calls for the Parks and Recreation Division (PRD) to focus its resources on regional and rural local parks and to attempt to transfer park properties located within city limits or in potential annexation areas by to the relevant jurisdictions.  

The Green River Trail is a regional park facility consisting of a 19.6-mile bicycle and pedestrian path along the banks of the Duwamish and Green Rivers.  The trail, which is entirely paved and incorporates some road segments, begins just south of Seattle and continues south through Tukwila and Kent before terminating at North Green River Park in the south end of Kent. 

North Green River Park is not a single contiguous property.  In addition to the main park site, there is a second, wooded 7.7-acre parcel located in a bend in the Green River, about 4 miles south of the southern terminus of the Green River Trail.  The southern parcel, which has not been developed, was originally acquired in 1980 as a tax title property foreclosed on as a result of the previous owner’s non-payment of back taxes.  At one point the property was slated to be included in a planned extension of the Green River Trail, however the route has since been shifted.

The property (King County Tax Assessor Parcel No. 3339400855) is located at a dead end on the 31000 block of 102nd Ave SE, north of 8th St NE/SE 320th St within the Auburn city limits.  Because the site is wooded and unimproved, maintenance costs are relatively modest.  The fiscal note indicates potential savings to the county of approximately $10,900 in 2013 if the park is transferred to the City of Auburn.


ANALYSIS:

Proposed Ordinance 2012-0242 authorizes the Executive to enter into an interlocal land transfer agreement with the City of Auburn for the transfer of the undeveloped southern piece of North Green River Park to the city.  

Key elements of the proposed interlocal transfer agreement are as follows:

· The county will convey all ownership interest in the 7.7 acre parcel (King County Tax Assessor Parcel No. 3339400855) to the city of Auburn, within 30 days of execution of the agreement.
· The interlocal agreement requires that a number of covenants be included in transfer documents, providing that:
· The property will continue to be used for open space/recreation purposes or, if it is used for other purposes, equivalent facilities within the county shall be conveyed to the county in exchange for the property;
· The property will not be transferred or conveyed except by agreement that the land will continue to be used for open space/recreation purposes; and
· Non-residents of the city will not be restricted or limited in their use of the park in any way that doesn’t also apply to city residents; if differential fees for non-residents are imposed, they will be related to the cost borne by city taxpayers to maintain and operate the park.
· Standard transfer provisions are included addressing the following elements:
· Condition of premises and responsibility for operation, maintenance and repairs;
· Environmental liability;
· Indemnification and hold harmless;
· Audits and Inspections;
· Waiver and Amendments;
· Entire agreement and Modifications;
· Duration and Authority; and
· Notice

The City of Auburn has indicated its intent to develop the parcel into a riverfront park and is investigating the possibility of acquiring an adjacent property from the state for inclusion in the facility. The land transfer agreement does not include a specific timeline for the development of the site.

The property transfer authorized under this proposed ordinance is consistent with the county’s policy under King County Parks and Recreation Division Business Transition Plan’s direction that the Department of Natural Resources and Parks focus its resources on the maintenance and operation of regional facilities and parks located in unincorporated areas.  It would also preserve open space within the county allow the City of Auburn to develop the property into a riverfront park for the benefit of not only residents of Auburn but also of the great King County region.  Therefore the adoption of this ordinance would constitute a reasonable business decision.

REQUIREMENT TO ADVERTISE:

Under state law (RCW 39.33.020) the transfer or sale of surplus property with an estimated value in excess of $50,000 requires a public hearing that must be advertised at least 10 days but not more than 25 days in advance in a newspaper in circulation in the area in which the property is located.  Therefore, it is advisable that full council action be delayed until September 24th in order to allow for proper notice to be given in a newspaper advertisement on September 14th.

INVITED:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Kathryn Terry, Assistant Director, DNRP Parks Division

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0242
2. Intergovernmental Land Transfer Agreement – City of Auburn
3. Transmittal Letter dated June 22, 2012
4. Fiscal note
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