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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee
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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Ordinance 2023-041, which would update and extend the membership of the Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee, passed out of the Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee on February 21, 2023, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The ordinance was amended address the expiration of the committee in 2022, clarify the status of existing committee members, attach Attachment A identifying the committee composition; and make technical and clarifying changes. 




SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0441 would update the membership of the Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee and extend the committee through December 31, 2027.

SUMMARY
 
Proposed Ordinance 2022-0441 would modify six of the ten positions on the Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee to expand membership qualification, extend the committee through December 31, 2027, and update a provision inviting participation from the Puyallup Tribe.

Striking Amendment S1 would address the expiration of the committee on December 31, 2022, clarify the status of existing committee members, attach Attachment A to identify the committee composition, and make technical and clarifying changes.

Title Amendment T1 would conform the title to the Striking Amendment. 

BACKGROUND 

In 1986, five groundwater management areas were designated in King County based on criteria in state law regarding groundwater quality, withdrawals, and utilization, use as a water source, or susceptibility to seawater intrusion and other factors.[footnoteRef:1] These groundwater management areas are East King County, Vashon-Maury Island, Issaquah Creek Valley, Redmond Bear Creek Valley, and South King County.  [1:  The criteria for identifying probable groundwater management areas can be found in WAC 173-100-050(3). ] 


Seattle-King County Public Health and the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks established Groundwater Advisory Committees between 1989 and 1996 to develop groundwater management plans for the five identified groundwater management areas. In 1999, four of the five plans were finalized and approved by the King County Council. These four plans were certified by the Washington State Department of Ecology in 2000. The South King County plan was never finalized or certified. The four certified groundwater management plans recommend implementation of groundwater protection activities by the county, cities, and water purveyors in each of the groundwater management areas.  The plans also recommend the establishment of a new committee from each groundwater management area to provide oversight, coordination, and advice on implementation of these plans.

In 2001, King County established the Groundwater Protection Program through Ordinance 14214.  The areas of focus for the King County Groundwater Management Program includes data management, monitoring, modeling and collection; identifying and mapping critical groundwater recharge areas; groundwater protection planning; coordination of technical expertise; stewardship of groundwater in unincorporated King County; regional education and public involvement; developing strategies to protection and remediate recharge areas and to contain spills and hazardous waste; reviewing and recommending amendments to health regulations and countywide planning policies; recommending activities, policies or procedures to other entities that have impacts to groundwater; and developing comprehensive policies that integrate groundwater protection, surface and stormwater, wastewater and reclaimed water and protect critical water recharge areas.

As part of the Groundwater Protection Program, Groundwater Protection Committees (GPCs) were established for each of the four groundwater protection plans to advise the County, affected cities, special purpose districts, utilities, associations, and water purveyors on the implementation of respective groundwater protection plans. K.C.C. 9.14.100 provides for the following functions for the GPCs:

· Perform assigned tasks pursuant to the local groundwater management plan;
· Review and make recommendations on the County’s annual groundwater protection work plan and three-year work plan;
· Participate and monitor implementation of the groundwater protection plan;
· Recommend updates to the groundwater protection plan;
· Coordinate community groundwater protection activities, including public education, involvement, and stewardship;
· Provide an annual status report on implementation of groundwater protection services, implementation of the groundwater management plan, development of agreements about implementation of regional groundwater protection services, and trends in groundwater issues;
· Recommend use and distribution of aquifer protection funding;
· Recommend amendments to countywide planning policies as they relate to groundwater;
· Recommend groundwater protection services tailored to the groundwater management area; and 
· Provide advice on state groundwater legislation.  

ANALYSIS

The Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee (VMI GWPC) was established in 2001 for the purpose of providing oversight, coordination, and technical advice regarding the implementation of the area’s groundwater management plan. According to the Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Management Plan, the Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Management Area is a thirty-seven square mile and coincides with the coastline of Vashon-Maury Island. The area was designated a Sole Source Aquifer by the United States Environmental Protection Agency in June 1994 because it provides at least 50 percent of the drinking water for the service area and there is no reasonable alternative drinking water sources if the aquifer becomes contaminated. All water used on Vashon-Maury Island comes from precipitation that falls on the Island.

When initially established in 2001, the VMI GWPC was set to expire in December 2004. The VMI GWPC has been extended four times since 2001: in 2004 under Ordinance 15082, 2009 under Ordinance 16724, 2013 under Ordinance 17750, and 2017 under Ordinance 18595. Under Ordinance 18595, the committee expired on December 31, 2022. 

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0441 would keep the VMI GWPC active by extending the committee through December 31, 2027, modifying the membership of the committee as shown in the table below, and updating a provision inviting participation from the Puyallup Tribe. 

	Current Membership 
Ordinance 18226 (2016)
	Proposed Membership
PO 2022-0441

	3 representatives - Vashon-Maury Island residents
	3 representatives - Vashon-Maury Island residents

	1 representative – water purveyor
	1 representative – Group A water systems

	1 representative – water supply/ wastewater management
	1 representative – septic system owners

	1 representative – residential exempt well owner
	2 representatives – residential exempt well owner

	1 representative – commercial/industrial interest
	1 representative – Vashon-Maury Island business entities

	1 representative – commercial agriculturist
	1 representative – farming community

	1 representative – livestock owner
	Position eliminated

	1 representative – local environmental organization
	1 representative – local nonprofit organization



Current VMI GWPC members would serve out their term until a successor, or in instances where the membership position has changed, a new candidate is appointed. 

The Executive states that the proposed ordinance would allow the committee to continue its educational, monitoring and pollution prevention efforts to protect water resources on Vashon-Maury Island as well as support recruitment efforts to bring community representatives that reflect the community and its interests. The Executive states that the VMI GWPC was consulted, and members’ input was incorporated into the proposed legislation. 




AMENDMENTS

Striking Amendment S1 would clarify that the committee expired on December 31, 2022 and the proposed ordinance would be to reconstitute and continue the committee. The striking amendment would also clarify the status of existing committee members who served on the VMI GWPC on December 31, 2022, make technical and clarifying changes and attach Attachment A identifying the committee composition.

Title Amendment T1 would conform the title to the changes in Striking Amendment S1.

INVITED

· Greg Rabourn, Vashon-Maury Island Basin Steward, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2022-0441
2. Striking Amendment S1 and its attachment
3. Title Amendment T1
4. Transmittal Letter
5. Fiscal Note
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