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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2020-0322 would modify the agency responsible for and membership of the Utilities Technical Review Commission (UTRC) and School Technical Review Commission (STRC). 

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2020-0322 would transfer administration of the UTRC from the Department of Natural Resources and Parks - Wastewater Treatment Division to the Department of Local Services - Director's Office. The STRC would be moved from Department of Local Services - Permitting to the Department of Local Services - Director's Office. Proposed Ordinance 2020-0322 would also make technical corrections to update the names of departments and agencies represented on the UTRC and STRC. 

BACKGROUND 

Utilities Technical Review Committee. The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) is a nine-member committee composed of various King County departments with an interest or code responsibility related to water and sewer utility operations. The UTRC was created by ordinance in 1973[footnoteRef:1] and is codified in K.C.C. chapter 13.24.  [1:  Ordinance 1709] 


The UTRC currently includes members representing the King County Council (one staff representative) and the following Executive departments:
· Two representatives from the department of natural resources and parks, one to be appointed by the department's director and one to be the director or designee;
· The director of the Metro transit department or designee;
· The department of local services road services division manager or designee;
· The department of local services permitting division manager or designee;
· The director of the Seattle-King County department of public health or designee;
· The manager of the facilities management division of the department of executive services or designee; and
· The county demographer. 

The UTRC is currently administered through the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD). Prior to this, the UTRC was administered through the DNRP Director's Office or predecessors to the DLS-Permitting. 

School Technical Review Committee. The School Technical Review Committee (STRC) is a three-member committee composed of county staff persons from the Department Of Local Services - Permitting Division (DLS-Permitting), the Office of Financial Management, and the King County Council. Annually, the STRC reviews each school district's capital facilities plan, enrollment projections, standard of service, and the district's overall capacity for the next six years to ensure consistency with the Growth Management Act, King County Comprehensive Plan and adopted community plans, and the district's calculation and rationale for proposed impact fees (K.C.C. 21A.28.154). 

The STRC is currently housed in DLS-Permitting. 

ANALYSIS

The Executive's proposed 2021-2022 budget includes a reallocation of expenditure authority for the staffing and membership of the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) and School Technical Review Committee (STRC). Proposed Ordinance 2020-0322 would effectuate these changes in the King County Code. 

In addition to the changes related to the relocation of the UTRC chair position from DNRP to DLS, Proposed Ordinance 2020-0322 would remove the Metro Transit seat from the UTRC. Executive staff state that Metro Transit seat was "inadvertently added during the 2018 restructure of the [King County] Department of Transportation (DOT)."[footnoteRef:2] When the DOT was restructured in 2018, the Roads Services Division was transferred to DLS and the Road Services' UTRC seat was also transferred to DLS. In the same restructure, Metro Transit was also given a seat on the UTRC as it was assumed to be the successor agency to the DOT. This resulted in a seat being added for Metro Transit in addition to the seat for the Road Services Division. Executive staff state that "to be consistent with the historical representation on the UTRC, only the Road Services Division seat needs to be preserved." According to Executive staff, Metro Transit has agreed that the change was unintentional and that the Metro Transit seat should be removed. [2:  Ordinance 18791 and Ordinance 18777] 


ATTACHMENTS

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Ordinance 2020-0322
2. Fiscal Note
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