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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	April Sanders

	Proposed No.:
	2026-0061
	Date:
	March 25, 2026



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2026-0061 would update one levy amount adopted in Ordinance 20030[footnoteRef:1] that needs correction after further due diligence by the Department of Assessments. [1:  https://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7680452&GUID=0C81E255-FAF3-49A3-A995-892D46F5A0B6&Options=Advanced&Search=] 


BACKGROUND & SUMMARY

RCW 84.52.020 requires the taxing districts to submit to the county legislative authority the amount of property tax levy that will be collected by that taxing district for the following year by November 30th of each year.  The Department of Assessments compiles the submitted levy amounts for all the required taxing districts and those values are submitted to council to be included in the property tax levy certification ordinance.

Each year, two property tax levy certification ordinances are transmitted by the Executive with blanks in place of the levy amounts. The proposed ordinances are usually transmitted in September along with the biennial budget proposed ordinance during budget years. During non-budget years, the proposed ordinances are transmitted along with the mid-biennial supplemental budget legislation. The proposed ordinances include blanks in place of levy amounts since the proposed ordinances are transmitted before levy amounts are received from the taxing districts. Version 1 of the proposed ordinance is adopted in December once amended to input the levy amounts.  Then version 2 of the proposed ordinance is adopted the following January to input updated levy amounts after further due diligence by the Department of Assessments.

November 30th Requirement.  RCW 84.52.020 requires taxing districts to submit their levy amounts to the county legislative authority for certification by November 30th of each year. Due to this requirement, the council has usually acted on the property tax levy certification proposed ordinance in December (and January to update the levy amounts) since certain taxing districts do not submit their levy amounts until November 30th. However, RCW 84.52.070(1) also requires the county legislative authority to certify the levy amounts to the county assessor by December 15th of each year. In addition, RCW 84.52.070(3) states that if the levy amount is not certified to the county assessor by the date indicated in subsection (1), the county assessor may use no more than the certified levy amount for the previous year for the taxing district. 

On December 9, 2025, the Council adopted Ordinance 20026, version 1 of the property tax levy certification ordinance. 

On January 20, 2026, Council adopted Ordinance 20030, version 2 of the property tax levy certification ordinance.

After further due diligence by the Department of Assessments (DOA), DOA informed council staff that the levy certification amount for the Auburn School District needs to be updated.  As a result, council staff prepared Proposed Ordinance 2026-0061, which would adjust the Auburn School District's levy amount from $86,103,408 to $110,307,229, and adjust the totals accordingly. 


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2026-0061
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