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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee



REVISED STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
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	Proposed No.:
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	Date:
	September 10, 2024



COMMITTEE ACTION

	Proposed Motion 2024-0234, confirming the Executive's appointment of Brian Algiers to the King County International Airport Roundtable as the labor representative from the Society of Professional Engineering Employees in Aerospace, passed out of committee on September 10, 2024 with a “Do Pass” recommendation.

Proposed Substitute Motion 2024-0235.2, confirming the Executive's appointment of Stephen Ratzlaff to the King County International Airport Roundtable as a representative from a pilots' association, passed out of committee on September 10, 2024 with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The Proposed Motion was amended in committee with Amendment 1 and Title Amendment 1 to remove the appointee’s employment role from the appointment.





SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2024-0234 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Brian Algiers, who resides in Council District Five, to the King County International Airport Roundtable, as the labor representative from the Society of Professional Engineering Employees in Aerospace. The term would be a partial term expiring on August 31, 2026.

Proposed Motion 2024-0235 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Stephen Ratzlaff, who resides in Council District Two, to the King County International Airport Roundtable, as a representative from a pilots’ association. The term would be a partial term expiring on August 31, 2026.




BACKGROUND

The Council established the King County International Airport (KCIA) Roundtable in 1997.[footnoteRef:1] The purpose of the Roundtable is to advise and make recommendations to airport management, the Executive, and the Council on the airport budget, programs, regulations, master plans and noise reduction strategies, and other related matters. [1:  Ordinance 12785 and K.C.C. Chapter 15.94] 


The Roundtable is comprised of eighteen regular voting members and one non-voting member representing the following interests:

· Communities directly affected by the airport (ten members). One each from South Park, Georgetown, Beacon Hill, Rainier Valley, West Seattle, Magnolia or North Seattle, Tukwila, Renton/Kent/South King County, unincorporated King County, and one at-large; 
· Airport tenants (four members). One each from a cargo operator or scheduled air carrier, small general aviation and corporate tenants, and one from Boeing;
· Commercial enterprise, which is an off-site user or off-site provider of airport-related services (one member);
· Pilots’ association (one member);
· Labor (two members); and
· Federal Aviation Administration (one ex-officio non-voting member).

Regular members of the Roundtable are appointed by the Executive and subject to confirmation by the Council, except for members representing Georgetown, Tukwila, Beacon Hill, Rainier Valley, and South Park.[footnoteRef:2] These five members shall be nominated for appointment by the Executive in consultation with the elected representative(s) of the respective county council district(s) and approved by the Council via motion.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  K.C.C. 15.94.030.A. ]  [3:  K.C.C. 15.94.030.B.] 


Roundtable members can serve up to two consecutive three-year terms or until a successor is appointed,[footnoteRef:4] and the terms are staggered consistent with the provisions of K.C.C. Chapter 2.28. The Roundtable is authorized to adopt bylaws and operating rules and appoint subcommittees. Subcommittee membership may include representatives who are not regular members of the Roundtable. The Executive may also appoint non-voting ex-officio members to serve at the Executive’s discretion. [4:  K.C.C. 15.34.030. Representatives of Boeing and Labor are exempt from term limits. ] 


In 2023, the County Code was amended to allow for per diem compensation of Roundtable members as long as they are not employees of King County or other municipal governments.[footnoteRef:5] The purpose of the per diem is to compensate community members for contributing their experience and expertise to the Roundtable.[footnoteRef:6],[footnoteRef:7]  [5:  Ordinance 19713 and K.C.C. 15.94.050. Per diem compensation must be set in accordance with K.C.C. 2.28.006 and shall comply with federal obligations. ]  [6:  Ordinance 19713 and K.C.C. 15.94.050. ]  [7:  The Office of Equity and Racial and Social Justice is currently developing recommendations on per diem compensation for community members, including members of boards and commissions. According to executive staff, KCIA is waiting for those recommendations before seeking to establish a per diem for KCIA Roundtable members.] 


APPOINTEE INFORMATION
 
Appointee Brian Algiers. Proposed Motion 2024-0234 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Brian Algiers, who resides in Council District Five, to the King County International Airport Roundtable, as the labor representative from the Society of Professional Engineering Employees in Aerospace. The term would be a partial term expiring on August 31, 2026.

Mr. Algiers is a Quality Engineer with the Boeing Company and is an active member of the Society of Professional Engineering Employees in Aerospace (SPEEA). His application materials indicate that he is a labor advocate who works next to KCIA with experience in taking varied viewpoints into account while working towards a compromise. One of the two labor representatives on the Roundtable has traditionally been filled by a member of SPEEA. SPEEA is a labor union representing more than 17,000 engineers, technical workers, and other professionals in the aerospace industry.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  "About SPEEA,"SPEEA website, https://www.speea.org/Homepage/About_Us.html] 


Appointee Stephen Ratzlaff. Proposed Motion 2024-0235 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Stephen Ratzlaff, who resides in Council District Two, to the King County International Airport Roundtable, as a representative from a pilots’ association. The term would be a partial term expiring on August 31, 2026.

According to his application materials, Mr. Ratzlaff is a managing partner at OrderPort, LLC, which provides point of sale software for wineries to manage sales and distribution channels. He is also a light general aviation pilot with both seaplane and instrument ratings who shares an airplane that is hangered at KCIA. Mr. Ratzlaff serves as President of the Washington Seaplane Pilots Association, as well as a member of the Board of Directors for the National Seaplane Pilots Association and the Museum of Flight’s Board of Trustees. The Washington Seaplane Pilots Association is an organization with the mission to protect and grow seaplane access, promote safe and responsible operations, foster communication, and facilitate events around seaplane flying.[footnoteRef:9]   [9:  Washington Seaplane Pilots Association website, https://www.washingtonseaplanepilots.org/] 


ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointments. They appear to be consistent with the requirements set by the King County Code.  

AMENDMENTS

Proposed Motion 2024-0235. Staff has drafted an amendment, Amendment 1, which would make a technical correction to Proposed Motion 2024-0235. The correction would remove the appointee’s employment role from the motion, which was erroneously included in the transmitted version. Title Amendment T1 would make the same technical correction to the title of Proposed Motion 2024-0235.    
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