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March 9, 2017


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U SE

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

I’m pleased to transmit for Council consideration and approval placement of an August ballot measure that would create a new cultural access program called Access for All in King County funded by a 0.1 percent increase in sales tax.  King County successfully sought this authority from the state legislature in 2015.  

Access for All will dramatically increase access to the programs and venues of arts, heritage and science organizations, both large and small throughout King County, by all residents regardless of geographic, economic or ethnic status.  

Access for All will be administered by 4Culture, King County’s Cultural Development Authority with a 40-year track record of creating and managing local arts, heritage and culture funding and service programs.  

Key provisions of the ordinance include:

· Tax source:  a sales tax increase of 0.1%over the next seven years.  In 2018, such a sales tax increase would raise $67 million.  
· Public School Access: 10% of the funds generated by the sales tax increase would be dedicated to transportation (field trips for classes to cultural venues), developing cultural education plans at the district level and in-school programs for all 19 King County School Districts.  
· Community Based Investments: approximately $20 million is invested in organizations that primarily serve residents in their communities and neighborhoods.
· Support for Regional Organizations:  Organizations with revenues over $3 million annually and with annual attendance of at least 50,000 will invest $30 million in their operations which will allow them to expand the number, frequency and quality of the programs they provide to the public.

Of this amount, Regional organizations must spend 20% of their awards on public school programs in their venues, in schools, and in community centers.  This is in addition to the amount provided for under the Public School Access program mentioned above. 

This ordinance proposes that regional organizations spend an additional 30% of their awards on equity outcomes, including partnerships with community-based organizations in geographically diverse King County.  This support will allow regional organizations to offer free admission/tickets for low income families and seniors.  Regional organizations will also bring performances and programs to local communities through partnerships between regional and community based cultural organizations, and with other community based non-profits.  

In addition, regional organizations will offer a range of free and lower cost opportunities for everyone in King County to take part in their programs and performances.

· Acknowledging past inequities: Philanthropic dollars in arts, heritage and science have been historically distributed inequitably, not reaching community-based organizations serving communities of opportunity.  Access for All will intentionally provide higher levels of support to previously underserved communities.
· Equity Advisory Committee: An Equity Advisory Committee will be established to evaluate progress toward achieving equity goals and outcomes by Regional organizations and to recommend increased levels of funding to community-based organizations serving communities of opportunity.
· Accountability:  4Culture is a public entity, subject to annual financial and compliance audits by the state auditor’s office.  4Culture will produce an annual report for the Executive, Council and public that documents the numbers of students and schools participating in programs at cultural venues, and the changing demographic of audiences and programs.  All information related to Access for All will be publicly available on 4Culture’s website.  

This request supports the King County Strategic Plan by encouraging a growing and diverse King County.  

I respectfully request your approval for placing this proposal before the voters.  



If you have any questions about this ordinance, please contact Sung Yang, Deputy 
Executive for Policy, Planning and Public Affairs in the King County Executive Office, at 206-263-9613

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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