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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  5

DATE:  March 15, 2007
BRIEFING No:  2007-B0067

PREPARED BY:  Clifton Curry
SUBJECT:  Briefing on the FireArm Crime Enforcement (FACE) Program in King County
SUMMARY:  Today the Law, Justice, and Human Services Committee will be briefed on a regional, collaborative law enforcement program that targets gun violence in the community.  The FireArm Crime Enforcement (FACE) Program is coordinated effort of federal, state, and local law enforcement, prosecutors, and corrections officials to use tested methods to reduce gun violence.
Background.  More than 10,000 people are murdered with guns every year.  The impact of gun violence is particularly severe on children and young adults.  Of the approximately 1,400 juveniles murdered in 2001, 44% were killed with a firearm.  Over 2,800 students were expelled in 1999-2000 for bringing guns to school. Of these, 43% were in elementary or junior high school.  Research throughout the 1990s demonstrated that law enforcement efforts that targeted criminals in possession of firearms significantly reduced violent crime.
Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN) is a federal initiative aiming to reduce gun crime by encouraging coordination and collaboration of existing local programs that target gun crime and providing those programs with additional tools to fit the specific gun crime problems in each area.  The goal is to create safer neighborhoods by reducing gun violence and sustaining that reduction.  In the Western District of Washington Project Safe Neighborhood provides federal funds for the hiring of additional federal and state prosecutors to handle gun related prosecutions; the hiring of additional ATF agents to investigate gun offenses; and numerous grants to local communities to enhance their ability to respond to gun crimes.
The FireArm Crime Enforcement (FACE) Coalition of King County was designated as one of the model programs during the development of the national Project Safe Neighborhood Program.  It is a coalition of county-wide law enforcement; federal law enforcement; prosecutors - both federal and state; Washington State Department of Corrections and the U.S. Probation Department; and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. FACE meets monthly to address problems and concerns on gun crime enforcement and prosecution and to develop on-going district wide training on gun crime enforcement.  It has been very effective in keeping the focus on gun crimes and in developing innovative procedures to insure that gun crimes have a high visibility for prosecution.

The Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention participates in the regional FACE program which is a subcommittee of the King County Police Chiefs Association.  This project was originally an idea generated by regional criminal justice agencies in an effort to decrease the use of firearms in the commission of a crime.  The resulting focus has been to:

1. Step up Federal and State prosecution of firearms related offenses. 

2. Provide education to first responding police personnel on crime scene essentials to enhance firearms prosecution. 

3. Develop a public relations campaign to advise potential offenders of the sentencing risks involved should they use a firearm in a crime. 

4. Implement “The Behind the FACE” Program which brings soon to be released DOC offenders together with criminal justice and law enforcement officials to advise offenders of the ramifications, should they use a firearm in the commission of a crime, or be found in violation of their release conditions, if in possession of a firearm. 

5. Implement the “Behind the FACE Program” which brings, (in separate sessions); DAJD adult in-custody offenders, DAJD juvenile offenders, and DAJD community corrections offenders together with panel members as an education component to advise them on the impact of firearms crime. 

6. Promote Public Relations through: 
· TV and Radio public service announcements. 

· Reader board bus advertisements and police patrol cars. 

· Posters in various criminal justice agencies. 

· Bumper stickers. 

· Literature for individuals booked and released on firearm offenses. 

ATTENDEES:
· Chris Womack, Supervisor, Intake Services Unit, Community Corrections Division
· Sgt. DianeRichardson, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention
ATTACHMENTS:

1. FACE, Firearm Crime Enforcement Coalition of King County, PowerPoint
