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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2011-0142 would approve the City of North Bend’s (“City”) 2010 Water System Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County code as a prerequisite for: operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.
BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage,
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.
UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF NORTH BEND’S 2010 WATER SYSTEM PLAN 
The UTRC reviewed the Plan on January 19, 2011 and found it to meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area  The North Bend water system serves the City as well as portions of the surrounding rural communities.  The communities are located in the valley between Rattlesnake Ridge to the south and Mount Si to the northeast.  The service area abuts the City of Snoqualmie to the northwest and Sallal Water Association on the southeast.  The current service area is 8.5 square miles and includes approximately 4.5 square miles of service area within the rural area.  As of 2008, the City served 1,719 water service connections and a population of 5,184 people.  The projected population in 2029 is expected to be 6,605. 

Facilities  The District’s current facilities include a collection system and pump that support water-intake from the Mt. Si Springs, the Centennial Well, pumping and disinfection facilities, 168,000 feet of 4-inch to 20-inch piping, two booster stations with three pumps apiece, three water reservoirs, and a digital telemetry and supervisory control system.  The City has one intertie that is governed by an emergency agreement with the Sallal Water Association.

Growth  The 2010 service area population of 5305 is expected to grow to 6605 by the year 2029.  The average day production for 2010 is 663,172 gallons per day; that is expected to increase to 825,646 gallons per day by 2029. The City is also forming an agreement with the Sallal Water Association to provide wholesale water to the zone adjacent to the City’s system, which is designated as the future wholesale service area.
System Improvements  The Capital Plan identifies needed improvements in the system’s water distribution system, including upgrading and replacing water lines of varying sizes and lengths.  Over the 20-year planning period, the City anticipates undertaking 27 pipe upgrade/replacement projects, involving a total of 42,700 linear feet of pipe replacement, with project costs of $14.2 million.  The largest of these is the replacement of an existing 12-inch water main on 428th Ave SE with a new 16 inch water main, extending 8500 linear feet, with a project cost of over $2.7 million.  In addition, the City anticipates the need for seven transmission mains to support new developments, that will be largely financed by developers.  Improvements to the collection system include an engineering study regarding backflow prevention at Mt. Si Springs, with a project cost of $26,000, and the addition of a variable frequency drive for a water pump at the Mt. Si Springs pump station, with a project cost of $67,600, to allow managers to vary the pump flow rate.  Projected water rates, outlined in the Plan, are anticipated to provide funding for capital improvements.  
SEPA  On November 19, 2010, the City issued a Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  Plan review by the State Department of Health is anticipated following Council approval. 
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2011-0142, with the attached City of North Bend’s 2010 Water System Plan
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