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Metropolitan King County Council
Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee

Staff Report

	Agenda Item No.
	7
	Staff
	Megan Smith

	Ordinance No.
	2006-0425
	Date
	October 3, 2006

	Attending
	Elissa Benson, Annexation Initiative Supervisor, King County Office of Management and Budget
Karen Reed, Annexation Initiative Consultant

Joanna Richey, Assistant Director, Water and Land Resources Division 

	
	


SUBJECT
AN ORDINANCE authorizing the executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the city of Issaquah relating to the transfer of certain local parks and surface water facilities and property interests to the city.
BACKGROUND
In November of 2002, the Council adopted the Parks Omnibus Ordinance (Ordinance 14509), which directed that the county should seek the transfer of local urban area facilities to cities. In September of 2004, the Council adopted Motion 12018 calling for the transfer of local parks and stormwater facilities within city boundaries.  
In November 2005, the City of Issaquah placed two annexation matters on the ballot:  Klahanie and South Cove.  Although the voters in both communities approved annexation, only the voters in the South Cove area voted to assume outstanding city indebtedness. The city proceeded with the annexation of the smaller South Cove area, but not the Klahanie area. 
Proposed Ordinance 2006-0425 would authorize the transfer of parks and stormwater facilities for the South Cove area that was annexed by the City of Issaquah.  
ORDINANCE PROVISIONS
Proposed Ordinance 2006-0425 authorizes the Executive to enter into an agreement with the City of Issaquah for the transfer of parks properties, surface water management facilities, and associated public records.  
The ordinance provides the standard authorization for the Executive to enter into an Interlocal Agreement in substantially the same form as Attachment A (Interlocal Agreement) to the Ordinance. 

Exhibit A to the Interlocal Agreement lists the following parks facilities to be transferred: 

· Sammamish Cove Park (undeveloped property)

· Meerwood Park (play equipment, court, and play area)

· Timberlake Park (parking, picnic tables, non-motorized boat launch on Lake Sammamish)

· Lewis Creek (open space tract)

The agreement notes that restrictive covenants will remain on the Lewis Creek property to ensure that it will continue to be used for open space purposes. 

Exhibit C to the Interlocal Agreement lists four categories of stormwater facilities for transfer:
· Stormwater System Facilities in South Cove to be Transferred to the City (one facility)

· Commercial Stormwater Facilities in South Cove to Remain in Private Ownership (five facilities)

· Residential Stormwater Facilities in South Cove to be Transferred to the City (four facilities)
Exhibit D lists drainage facility property interests to be transferred. 

The agreement does not include the transfer of Annexation Initiative Funds because the South Cove Community is not a major annexation area as defined by Motion 12018. (Motion 12018 provides that incentive funds may only be made available to cities or urban unincorporated communities upon annexation or incorporation of a significant majority of any one of the ten largest remaining urban unincorporated areas, as identified in attachments to Motion 12018.)   The South Cove area by itself does not meet the threshold for identification as one of the ten largest remaining annexation areas eligible for incentive funds.  
Fiscal Impacts

The fiscal note states that the transfer of stormwater facilities was built into the 2006 adopted budget for Surface Water Management in the form of reduced operating expenditures and revenue associated with these facilities.  The Parks budget will be adjusted for 2007 and out years to reflect the transfer of maintenance responsibilities. 
Issues
This transfer is consistent with the past policy direction on annexations and the role of King County in providing parks and stormwater services.  
Amendments

None.
attachments

1. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0425, with attachment:


A. 
An Interlocal Agreement between the City of Issaquah and King County Regarding the Transfer of Public Parks, Open Space and Stormwater Facilities in Greenwood Point-South Cove Dated July 28, 2006
2. Transmittal Letter, Proposed Ordinance 2006-0425
3. Fiscal Note, Proposed Ordinance 2006-0425
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