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Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management & Natural Resources Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	
	Name:
	Marilyn Cope

	Proposed No.:
	2006-0430
	Date:
	October 3, 2006

	Invited:
	Sharon Claussen, Project Manager, King County Parks and Recreation Division

Jennifer Schroder. Director, The City of Kirkland Parks and Community Services


SUBJECT 
 An ordinance authorizing a boundary line adjustment for the City of Kirkland’s Mark Twain Park.
BACKGROUND

On February 12, 1990 the King County Council approved the transfer of Mark Twain Park to the City of Kirkland via Ordinance 9311.  Per the transfer agreement, the City of Kirkland is required to retain the property as a public park in perpetuity or provide replacement property of equal value with the written approval of King County.
Mark Twain Park is located within the eastern boundary of the City of Kirkland.  The park is seven acres in size and includes a basketball court, playground, pathway and picnic area.
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0430 authorizes the City of Kirkland’s proposal to trade a portion of Mark Twain Park for an equivalent amount of property located adjacent to the park.  The proposed trade is a southern boundary line adjustment.
ANALYSIS

Mark Twain Park Boundary Line Adjustment
The southern boundary of Mark Twain Park is irregular in nature, creating a panhandle in the park.  The City of Kirkland and the adjacent property owner, Mr. Jag Basra, negotiated a boundary line adjustment to the park.  The boundary line adjustment consists of a trade of 13,274 square feet of property between Mr. Basra and the City of Kirkland that would eliminate the panhandle in the park and straighten the southern boundary line of the park.   Maps of the proposed boundary line adjustment can be found in Attachment 6 of the staff report.

On May 30, 2006 the City of Kirkland held a public meeting to discuss the proposed boundary line adjustment and found it to be beneficial to parks users in that it eliminates the panhandle of the park, an area that park patrons do not tend to use.  The City of Kirkland expects the adjusted boundary lines to be more accessible to park users.  The boundary line adjustment would also result in a net gain of seven trees to the park.  According to City of Kirkland staff, no opposition was voiced at the city’s public hearing.  
The proposed boundary line adjustment was initiated with the City of Kirkland by Mr. Basra.  Mr. Basra would benefit from a straightened southern park boundary line as it would allow him to more efficiently subdivide his property for future development.  A home is currently sited on Mr. Basra’s property along the proposed boundary line adjustment and would be demolished at Mr. Basra’s expense per the agreement between Mr. Basra and the City of Kirkland.  
Forward Thrust Obligations
King County purchased Mark Twain Park using Forward Thrust Bonds.  Use of Forward Thrust Bonds for the acquisition requires that property be retained as a public park in perpetuity or equivalent replacement property must be provided.   On February 12, 1990 the King County Council approved the transfer of Mark Twain Park to the City of Kirkland via Ordinance 9311 and required the City of Kirkland to adhere to the Forward Thrust bond obligations.  Ordinance 9311 further required the City of Kirkland to obtain “prior written approval from the King County Council for the sale, transfer or trade of all or any portion” of Mark Twain Park.

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0430 functions as the City of Kirkland’s request for prior written approval from the King County Council for the trade of a portion of Mark Twain Park.  City staff indicate that it’s their intent to fulfill the Forward Thrust bond obligations tied to Mark Twain Park by providing equivalent replacement property that is equal in square footage and topography to the original property.  City staff are also of the opinion that the trade would provide the city with property of greater recreational value and is would be more accessible to park patrons.  An assessment has not been made as to whether the land is of equal value.  The boundary line adjustment was reviewed by the Prosecuting Attorney Office and found to meet the intent of the Forward Thrust obligation for the replacement of equivalent land.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0430 with attachments

2. Executive transmittal letter, dated September 12, 2006

3. Fiscal Note

4. Notice of Public Hearing

5. King County Ordinance 9311, dated  February, 12, 1990

6. Maps
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