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STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:  

A motion stating King County's election for the distribution of funds for federal fiscal year 2013 under the reauthorization of Public Law 106-393, the Secure Rural Schools and Self-Determination Act of 2000, and identifying a project to be funded in 2014 under Title III of the act.
SUMMARY:

Proposed Motion 2014-0148 would identify the projects and funding allocation required for the use of funds provided by federal Title I, II and III of the Secure Rural Schools Act (SRS Act) of 2000 for the federal fiscal year 2013.  Receipt of federal funds under Title I, II and III of the Secure Rural Schools Act requires adoption of legislation establishing King County’s intent for the expenditure of these funds.  
Proposed Motion 2014-0148 would establish that King County elects to receive the full funding amount for the 2013 fiscal year and allocate the funds 85 percent for Title I (roads and schools), 8 percent for Title II (forest service projects) and 7 percent for Title III (county forestry projects).  The motion would also authorize $24,000 of Title III funds for continuation of the Firewise Forests Initiative for fire prevention programs in rural communities.

BACKGROUND

The Federal Government historically awarded 25 percent of the revenues derived from timber sales on national forest lands to the counties in which the lands are located. Since national forest lands are not subject to local taxes, the federal government shared these revenues with counties to provide funding for public schools, roads and other programs related to federal lands.  In the early 1990s, timber sales declined and as a result, county revenue shares declined. 

In 2000, Congress passed the Secure Rural Schools Act.
  Under this law, eligible counties were able to choose between receiving the traditional 25 percent of timber revenues derived from national forest lands within the county, or the full funding amount under the act, which is the average of the three highest payments made by the federal government between 1986 and 1999.  In 2001, King County selected the latter option, basing the funding level on revenues received between 1989 and 1991, or approximately $2.1 million.  
Under the provisions of the SRS Act, the County must dedicate 80-85 percent of the funds to Title I for roads and schools projects and not more than 7 percent to Title III for county funds to be used to carry out activities under the Firewise Communities program, to reimburse for search and rescue and other emergency services performed on federal land, or to develop community wildfire protection plans.  Since 2008, King County has allocated 85 percent of the full funding amount to Title I, 8 percent to Title II and 7 percent to Title III because this allocation provides the maximum revenue to the county.  For 2013, the County’s Title III allotment is expected to total $24,000.
Firewise Communities is a national program that encourages local solutions for wildfire safety.  It is co-sponsored by the USDA Forest Service, US Department of the Interior, and the National Association of State Foresters. King County’s Water and Land Resource Division Forestry Services began assisting communities in rural forested areas to develop and implement community wildfire protection plans (also called Firewise Plans) after residents of the Tolt River Highlands and Lake Joy mobilized in response to a wildfire that threatened the Swiftwater development in Carnation in 2003.  The County has used its SRS Act Title III funds to fund its Firewise Program since 2006, working to help communities implement existing plans and to bring additional communities into the program.  Many partners, including the King County Fire Marshal, local fire districts, WA Department of Natural Resources, King Conservation District, Citizen Corps and Community Emergency Response Teams, are involved.  Currently, 13 communities, encompassing 7,500 acres in King County, have Firewise Plans. 
ANALYSIS

The Proposed Motion would authorize spending Title III dollars on the 2014 Firewise work program, which is included in the Water and Land Resources Division 2013-2014 budget.  Proposed Motion 2014-0148 was not transmitted with the 2014 budget because Congress had not yet authorized the extension of the SRS Statute.

King County’s Firewise Program is a project consistent with the authorized uses of Title III funds under the SRS Act.  The Firewise Program supports the King County Strategic Plan’s objectives and strategies of encouraging the stewardship of rural landscapes and increasing the health and resilience of forests, which reduces the risk of catastrophic wildfires.    
The SRS Act requires a 45-day comment period for the proposed use of the Title III funds.  The advertised public comment period on Proposed Motion 2014-0148 will conclude on June 4, 2014.  Council final action on this Proposed Motion must be delayed until after the June 4th deadline.  Any proposed changes to Proposed Motion 2014-0148 would require a new 45-day advertisement.  

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2014-0148
2. Transmittal Letter dated March 21, 2014
� In October 2013, the United States Congress adopted Public Law (PL) 113-40, which includes a reauthorization of, and amendments to, PL 106-393, the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-determination Act of 2000.
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