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SUBJECT:  
Legislation related to flood control, specifically intended to:

· Increase residents access to sandbags for protection of their homes and businesses (Proposed Ordinance 2009-0111),

· Improve the ability to contact every resident living in a flood-prone area before an impending flood event (Proposed Motion 2009-0112),

· Streamline the regulatory process to allow for prompt cleanup of properties (Proposed Motion 2009-0113), and

· Improve coordination and communication between local, state and federal flood control agencies (Proposed Motion 2009-0114).

BACKGROUND:
King County has experienced numerous major flooding events over the past several decades.  While the specific cause for each flood event may vary (e.g. significant rainfall within a watershed or warm temperatures rapidly melting mountain snow packs), the level of destruction caused by each major flood event is consistently high.

These major flood events are costly to both private citizens and local governments alike, including cost to:

· Fix the damage that occurs to private homes and properties and to public infrastructure, such as roads and bridges, or 

· Remove of flood debris, which can be unsightly and pose significant public safety and health hazards.  

These costs can mount significantly if the process becomes time-consuming due to the myriad of agencies that may need to be consulted.
The most recent major flood event (January 2009), caused by record rainfall, exposed several potential areas of improvements in flood control efforts, including the:

· Public access to sandbags, which are often relied upon to provide the last line of defense against the impacts of flood waters on properties, residences and businesses

· Provision of timely notice about imminent flooding to residents in flood-prone, which would help them to either prepare for or escape from flood waters
· Coordination and communication between local, state and federal flood control agencies, as illustrated by the flooding that occurred along the Cedar and White rivers, possibly in part, due to the releases of water at dam facilities operated by the city of Seattle and the United States Army Corp of Engineers.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:
2009-0111:  Directs the Water and Land Resources Division to:
· Create stockpiles of materials for sandbags to be made available at multiple locations in each major watershed in King County free of charge during the flood season.

· Communicate the availability of these sandbags to the public, and

· Provide a report to the Council detailing the plan for providing this service and the fiscal impacts of these efforts by May 31, 2009.

2009-0112:  Directs the Water and Land Resources Division to:

· Review its current process for providing timely notice of imminent flooding to residents in flood-prone area, and

· Provide a report to the Council detailing the current process and proposed improvements to the process by May 31, 2009, 

2009-0113:  Directs the King County Executive to conduct a review of County, State or Federal regulations or rules that serve as barriers to the prompt removal of flood debris and to provide recommendations to the Council, by May 31, 2009, for steps that can be taken to remove such barriers.

2009-0114:  Directs the King County Executive to convene discussions between County, State or Federal agencies whose actions may have an impact on flood protection efforts, for the purpose of improving coordination and communication of actions that may affect the occurrence or severity of flood events and shall provide recommendations to the Council by May 31, 2009, for steps that can be taken to improve such coordination and communication.    Note:  The motion should be amended for internal consistency by adding “local” to reflect potential actions of the City of Seattle.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2009-0111
2. Proposed Motion 2009-0112 

3. Proposed Motion 2009-0113
4. Proposed Motion 2009-0114

