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SUBJECT

A briefing on accreditation of the King County Office of Emergency Management.

SUMMARY

[bookmark: _GoBack]The King County Council included a proviso in the 2015-16 biennial budget, which called for transmittal of a proposed work program to achieve accreditation of the Office of Emergency Management (OEM) through the Emergency Management Accreditation Program (EMAP). The Executive announced in May 2017 that OEM was awarded full accreditation.  Staff from King County OEM will brief the committee on the award.

BACKGROUND

The Office of Emergency Management (OEM) of the Department of Executive Services works with cities, special purpose districts, state and federal emergency management agencies, private sector partners, non-profit agencies, and the community to plan for disaster mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. In addition to coordinating the County's local emergency management responsibilities, the council enacted Ordinance 17075 in November 2011 that formally establishes the office’s leadership role in regional emergency planning and response:

“… to provide for the effective direction, control and coordination of county government emergency services functional units, to coordinate with other governments and the private, nongovernmental sector, in compliance with a state approved comprehensive emergency management plan and to serve as the coordinating entity for cities, county governmental departments, and other appropriate agencies during incidents and events of regional significance.”  

In addition, the Justice and Safety Goal of King County's Strategic Plan includes the following objective and strategies:

“Objective 4.  Decrease damage or harm in the event of a regional crisis.

“a.  Undertake regional emergency planning and preparedness activities, including education and coordination
“b.  Coordinate and provide direct response to crises such as communicable disease outbreaks, floods, earthquakes, severe weather events, and homeland security threats.”

Emergency Management Budget Provisos.  In 2014, the Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee (LJHHS) conducted a comprehensive review of the county’s emergency management and preparedness plans.  The Council subsequently included a proviso[footnoteRef:1] in the 2015-16 biennial budget, which called for transmittal of an emergency management program self-assessment and a proposed work program by August 1, 2015 to achieve accreditation of the program through the Emergency Management Accreditation Program (EMAP). The Executive subsequently requested that Council amend the proviso requirements and deadline so as to align the program self-assessment with the EMAP process.   [1:  Ordinance 17941] 


Accreditation and Self-Assessment.  EMAP developed a set of professional standards for emergency management programs “to foster continuous improvement in emergency management capabilities. It provides emergency management programs the opportunity to be recognized for compliance with industry standards, to demonstrate accountability, and to focus attention on areas and issues where resources are needed.”[footnoteRef:2] EMAP accreditation requires an emergency management program self-assessment and a formal, on-site assessment visit. The visiting assessment team provides its findings to a Program Review Committee in a preliminary report that includes summaries of compliance issues for the program for each of 64 EMAP standards (Attachment 1).  The Program Review Committee's recommendation is forwarded to the EMAP Commission for final action. If the applicant program is accredited, the EMAP Commission provides a letter and certificate of accreditation. In Washington State, Pierce County and the City of Seattle have received accreditation. [2:  https://www.emap.org/index.php/what-is-emap ] 


INVITED
1. Walt Hubbard, Director, Office of Emergency Management
2. Jody Miller, Deputy Director, Office of Emergency Management

ATTACHMENT

1. 2016 Emergency Management Standard
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