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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Amy Tsai

	Proposed No.:
	2015-0333
	Date:
	Sept. 2, 2015




SUBJECT

Revising Council Rules regarding fall meeting times for the Committee of the Whole and the Employment and Administration Committee, and declaring an emergency.

SUMMARY

PO 2015-0333 updates the Committee of the Whole (COW) and Employment and Administration Committee (EAC) meeting times to remain at their current regular meeting times during the fall mid-biennial budget process.

BACKGROUND 

Every two years the King County Executive prepares a proposed budget for the following biennium. The County Charter requires that the Executive transmit that budget to the Council in late September.  The Council then analyzes the Executive’s proposal, holds public hearings, make changes to the proposal and votes on its adoption.  By tradition, the Council adopts the budget prior to Thanksgiving. The 2015-2016 budget was the first time that King County considered and adopted a biennial budget for all county operations. 

Historically, the Chair of the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee has requested that Council committees "stand down" from their regular schedules during the Council budget adoption process. During that time, it has been the practice that special budget panel meetings occur, and no other committees continue to meet except EAC and COW. By Council Rule 4 (K.C.C. 1.24.035), EAC, from September 14 through December 31, switches from the second and fourth Mondays of each month at 9:30am to the first and third Monday of each month at 3:00pm. COW, from September 28 through November 13, switches from the first and third Wednesday of each month at 9:30am to every Monday at 9:30am.

A mid-biennial supplemental request is expected to be transmitted by the Executive around mid-October. The Budget Chair has not requested that committees stand down for the mid-biennial budget process. PO 2015-0333 would remove the fall change in meeting times for EAC and COW.


ANALYSIS

The proposed ordinance has been reviewed by the Clerk's office. 

Under current county code, EAC would switch to first and third Mondays at 3:00pm beginning on September 14. Its next meeting after September 14 would be September 21 at 3:00pm. In order for EAC to continue to meet at its current schedule of second and fourth Mondays at 9:30am, PO 2015-0333 would need to be enacted before September 14. Therefore, the proposed ordinance declares an emergency. This requires six votes and is effective upon adoption by the Council, which could occur on September 7 if expedited from COW.

If PO 2015-0333 is adopted, COW would keep its regular meeting times of the first and third Wednesday of each month at 9:30am through the end of the year.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2015-0333
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