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SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the City of Tukwila Comprehensive Sanitary Sewer Plan.

SUMMARY

Adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2014-0197 would approve the City of Tukwila Comprehensive Sanitary Sewer Plan meeting the requirement for a water and sewer district to operate in unincorporated King County.  

BACKGROUND

The City of Tukwila (The City) owns and operates a municipal sewer system that serves areas within the jurisdictions of Tukwila and unincorporated King County.  The City is a component agency of the regional wastewater system.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all  water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

King County Comprehensive Plan wastewater policies F-214, and F-255 through F-264 call for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, and protection of water resources. 

UTRC ANALYSIS OF CITY OF TUKWILA COMPREHENSIVE SANITARY SEWER PLAN

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan on March 19, 2014.  The UTRC found the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area:  The service area for the City’s system encompasses approximately 8.9 square miles in central King County that includes areas in the jurisdictions of City of Tukwila and unincorporated King County.  The City currently serves approximately 9,059 equivalent residential units (ERUs).  The City’s planning area is bounded by adjacent jurisdictions.  The City’s service area is not expected to change significantly in the future.

Facilities:  The City’s system consists of approximately 38 miles of collection pipe and ten lift stations.  The City’s wastewater is primarily treated at King County’s South Plant, with the remaining volume discharged to the Seattle system where it is conveyed to King County’s West Point Plant.  The City has 25 connections to King County trunk lines.

Growth:  The City used future growth projections prepared by the City planning and engineering staff to determine future sewer system requirements.  Approximately two-thirds of the City’s wastewater flow comes from commercial accounts.  The City is projecting 17,550 new jobs by 2030.  ERUs within the City planning area are projected to grow from 9,059 presently to 29,444 ERUs in 2030.

System Improvements:  The City has a capital improvement plan with an estimated cost of $16.7 million in sewer capital projects for the next six years.  Long-term projects are estimated to cost $27.1 million in 2011 dollars. This includes lift station replacements and an annual pipeline repair program.  The City has identified funding sources for the proposed improvement projects which include rates, general facilities charges and bond proceeds. The City’s financial plan anticipates sewer and water rate increases of 20 percent in 2014, and 10 to 15 percent increases in 2015 through 2018. 

Reclaimed water:  The City currently receives and uses reclaimed water and is willing to work with King County to identify opportunities and explore additional options to produce and deliver reclaimed water.

SEPA:  The City completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and  issued a determination of non-significance on January 10, 2014. There were no appeals.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2014-0197 with attachments.
2. Transmittal letter dated May 12, 2014
3. Fiscal note
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