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Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	9
	Name:
	Mary Bourguignon

	Proposed No.:
	2013-0469
	Date:
	December 3, 2013

	Invited:
	David Tiemann, Open Space Planner, Department of Natural Resources & Parks
Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Water & Land Resources Division, Department of Natural Resources & Parks



SUBJECT  

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0469 would allow King County to enter into amendments to interlocal agreements (ILAs) with the cities of Kent and Seattle for the distribution of previously appropriated Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) levy funds.

SUMMARY

The 2012 budget ordinance (Ordinance 17232), the June 2012 budget supplemental ordinance (Ordinance 17349), and the June 2013 budget supplemental ordinance (Ordinance 17619) authorized funding for CFT projects located in Kent and Seattle. The County has existing CFT ILAs with those cities. This proposed ordinance would authorize the amendment of those ILAs to allow for the transfer of CFT levy funds so that the cities can purchase the identified properties.  

SUPPORT OF THE STRATEGIC CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
Although proposed ordinance 2013-0469 was not identified as a specific action in the Strategic Climate Action Plan (SCAP), it supports several of the objectives and strategies in the Forests & Agriculture Area of the SCAP by providing a mechanism to support the preservation of valuable open space and resource lands:

	Objective O.3.1: Acquire and preserve forest lands

	Strategy A: Acquire, protect and conserve high-priority open space through a variety of means including fee simple purchase, donations and purchase of conservation easements and covenants

BACKGROUND

CFT levy funds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax. By statute, these funds are available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands. King County Code Chapter 26.12 defines the process and criteria for the allocation of CFT levy funds.  

In the 2012 budget ordinance (Ordinance 17232), the June 2012 budget supplemental ordinance (Ordinance 17349), and the June 2013 budget supplemental ordinance (Ordinance 17619), the Council authorized funding for CFT projects on properties that had been identified in cooperation with the cities of Kent and Seattle. These funding allocations were based on recommendations from the King County Conservation Futures Citizens’ Oversight Committee.  

In order to transfer the funding for the acquisition of the identified properties, King County must enter into an ILA with each participating city, or amend an existing ILA to include the additional project. The County has existing ILAs with both of the cities in which these projects are located. These ILAs, which received legal review at the time they were first adopted and are unchanged with the exception of project specifics, define the terms and conditions governing the use of CFT funds and the responsibilities of the County and the respective city in implementing CFT projects. Amendments to each city’s ILA are required for the current round of project funding. The proposed ILA amendments describe each project and the funding allocation.  

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0469 would authorize the Executive to amend the CFT ILAs with the cities of Kent and Seattle to support the acquisition of three open space projects and disburse CFT funds for those projects to the cities. It would also amend the ILA with the City of Kent to transfer funds away from the Clark Lake project, which cannot be continued at this time due to the lack of a willing seller for three remaining properties. As noted, the Council has already approved funding for the CFT projects and has approved the transfer of funds between the two Kent projects.
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The approved CFT projects are summarized in the table below:

	Jurisdiction
	Project Name
	CFT Funds
	Total Acres*
	Council District

	Kent
	Huse Property Acquisition (1047246)
	$125,000
	33.7
	5

	Kent
	Clark Lake (1047222)
	($125,000)
	--
	5

	Seattle
	Smith Cove Park Addition (1116261)
	$625,000
	5
	4

	Seattle
	University District Urban Center Park (1112180)
	$572,846
	0.11
	2


*The total acreage listed may include prior phases of these projects. For the Clark Lake project, the City of Kent has acquired all but three parcels. Funds are being reallocated after five years due to the lack of a willing seller.


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2013-0469 with attachments
2. Transmittal Letter for Proposed Ordinance 2013-0469
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