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AGREEMENT

This agreement, between the State of Washington, Department of Revenue, and the County of *********, Washington, regards the administration and collection of excise tax on persons engaging in business as harvesters of timber.

This agreement made by and between the State of Washington, Department of Revenue (the “Department”) and the above ********* County (the “County”), WITNESSETH:


WHEREAS, counties have possessed the authority to impose an excise tax (the "Tax") on persons engaging in business as harvesters of timber from private lands; and


WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Washington has, by chapter 177, laws of 2004, extended the counties' authority to impose the Tax to persons engaging in business as harvesters of timber from public lands; and


WHEREAS, RCW 84.33.051(2) provides that a county imposing the Tax by ordinance shall, prior to the effective date thereof, contract with the Department for the administration and collection of the Tax; and


WHEREAS, prior agreements between the Department and counties apply only to taxes on harvesters of timber from private lands, and do not apply to taxes on harvesters of timber from public land; and


WHEREAS, the County has by ordinance, a copy of which is attached hereto, extended the Tax to harvesters of timber from public lands, as permitted by chapter 177, laws of 2004, commencing on January 1, 2005,



NOW THEREFORE, to satisfy the requirements of RCW 84.33.051(2), the parties agree as follows:

1. The Department shall exclusively perform those functions necessary for the administration and collection of the Tax, other than criminal prosecutions.

2. Taxes collected shall be deposited by the Department in the timber tax distribution account on a quarterly basis under the custody of the State Treasurer.  As provided in RCW 84.33.081, there shall be retained from distributions to the County, the County’s proportionate share of appropriations for collection and administration activities performed under the authority of chapter 84.33 RCW and the provisions of this agreement.

The proportionate share of appropriations of the County shall be determined on a quarterly basis.  The proportionate share of appropriations of the County means that the product of the excise tax collected on behalf of the County under chapter 84.33 RCW for the quarter, multiplied by a fraction.  The numerator is the total appropriation for the Department's collection and administrative activities under RCW 84.33.051 for the same quarter.  The denominator is the total timber excise tax collected statewide under chapter 84.33 RCW for the same quarter.

The proportionate share of appropriations of the state shall be determined in a like manner and means the product of the timber excise tax collected on behalf of the state for the quarter under chapter 84.33, multiplied by the above fraction.

3. In carrying out its administration and collection responsibilities the Department shall apply the provisions of chapter 82.32 RCW, as now exist or are hereafter amended (except RCW 82.32.045 and 82.32.270) as implemented by the Department’s rules promulgated pursuant to RCW 82.32.300, as the same exist now or may hereafter be amended.  The Department shall adopt additional rules in accordance with the State Administrative Procedure Act (chapter 34.04 RCW) to facilitate the administration and collection of the County’s excise tax as it may deem necessary or desirable.

4. The Department shall administer and collect the County’s Tax in a manner consistent to the fullest extent possible with the administration and collection of the excise tax imposed by the state under chapter 84.33 RCW.

5. The County shall have the right from time to time to examine the records of the Department as they concern taxpayers subject to the County ordinance.

6. All refunds and credits of the Tax made by the Department shall be charged against future collections of such tax.  The Department shall, by advice to the State Treasurer and notice to the affected counties, require redistribution of any tax, penalty, and interest distributed to a county other than the county entitled thereto.

7. This agreement shall take effect on the1st day of January, 2005 and shall thereafter be automatically renewed on December 31 of each year, unless one of the parties gives written notice of termination on or before November 1 of each such year.

8. This agreement supersedes any previous agreement between the Department and the County for collection of the Tax.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties by their officers, duly authorized for the purpose, affix their signatures as follows:

Approved as to Form:


      State of Washington Department of Revenue

_____________________

By: ________________________    ____________

Assistant Attorney General



     
Signature

   
        
    Date






        ____________________________________








     
    Title

Attest:

_____________________

By: ________________________
    ____________

Clerk of the Board




Chairman, Board of Commissioners

    Date








      for ************ County

Approved as to Form:

________________________________

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

******* County
