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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0354 would approve the City of Snoqualmie (“City”) Water System Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The City of Snoqualmie Water System provides water service to a service area that primarily corresponds with city boundaries, as well as areas adjacent to the City. 

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF SNOQUALMIE WATER SYSTEM PLAN 

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan update, found it to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area  The City’s water system provides service to an area that is substantially concurrent with city boundaries, with some extension to areas immediately adjacent to city limits, particularly south of 76th Street and east of city boundaries.  The service area is divided into two areas:  the Canyon Springs area, which includes the Historic City, the Johnson Heights zone, the Hospital zone and the Winery zone; and the Snoqualmie Ridge area, including six separate zones.  The future service area is expected to expand to areas south and west of the City, as well as additional areas to the City’s east.

Facilities  The City utilizes groundwater and springs for its supply of water.  The groundwater sources include five active wells grouped into two well fields—the North Well Field and the South Well Field, both of which provide on-site water treatment through chemical addition and filtration.  Canyon Springs is located several miles outside the City and supplies the Historic City.  The springs are treated by chlorination.  System storage is addressed through five storage reservoirs, with capacity of 4,709,600 gallons.  The City’s distribution system consists of approximately 337,100 feet, or almost 64 miles of pipe, ranging in size from 1 inch to 20 inches in diameter.  All of the pipe in the Snoqualmie Ridge area is in good condition and has been installed within the last 15 years; the pipe in the Canyon Springs area consists of pipe of various ages and materials. 

Growth  The City’s retail service area population is approximately 11,710 people.  The water system serves a total of 4,117 connections.  The City anticipates a population of approximately 15,860 by 2032.  Average million gallons per day ("MGD") water production in 2011 was 1.265 MGD for 5,006 Equivalent Residential Units ("ERU"), expected to grow to 1.9 MGD, servicing 7,474 ERU projected in 2032.  The Plan identifies the future service area as including a block to the southwest of the City on both sides of the 1-90 corridor; a smaller area to the west of the City surrounding the Lake Alice area; and an irregularly-shaped area to the north and east of the City, and including the Mill Pond area.  The City’s future service area was developed by the East King County Regional Water Association as part of a broad water system planning process, known as a Coordinated Water Supply Plan ("CWSP"), initiated for East King County.  The CWSP established water service area boundaries for all public water utilities within an East King County area where critical water supply issues had been documented.

System Improvements  The Plan update identifies a capital improvement program totaling $7,378,145 for the period between 2012 and 2018 with anticipated annual expenditures growing from $339,000 in 2012 to $1.3 million in 2018.  Largest expenditures are expected to be for a booster station generator and site security planned for 2014, projected at $875,711; and rehabilitation and infrastructure improvements in various years, peaking at $599,175 in 2017.  Revenues will total $7,507,000 between 2012 and 2018.  Revenue sources include water rates, based on an annual increase in rates of 3% beginning in 2013; new accounts and connection charges; finance charges/late fee revenues; irrigation service charges; and investment interest.  

SEPA  The City issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan on June 25, 2012. There were no appeals.  

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2013-0354 without attachment of the City of Snoqualmie Water System Plan, which is available upon request.
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