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July 30, 2015
The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am pleased to transmit a motion and report that responds to a proviso in Council Ordinance 17941, Section 23, calling on the King County Office of Emergency Management to conduct a self-assessment of the office’s programs and to propose a work program to achieve accreditation (see attached).
The accreditation review will be conducted by the independent Emergency Management Accreditation Program (EMAP) – internationally recognized for its success in promoting excellence and accountability in emergency management and homeland security. 

This report describes what the Emergency Management Accreditation Program is, the steps required to qualify for accreditation, and how the King County Office of Emergency Management will conduct a self-assessment in order to qualify for accreditation. The report also includes findings from the initial “baseline assessment” that are already fostering valuable improvements in emergency planning and response.
The self-assessment and accreditation process is being developed in collaboration with the King County Emergency Management Advisory Committee, which includes public and private sector stakeholders from throughout King County who have been engaged and invaluable advisors to this effort.
I welcome your review of this report and look forward to its benefits toward achieving our Strategic Plan goals of supporting safe, environmentally sustainable communities, while providing financial stewardship and service excellence. The estimated staff time to cost to produce this report was approximately 100 staff hours or $7,000 in direct salary costs.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact Walt Hubbard, Director of the Office of Emergency Management, at 206-205-4060.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc: 
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:   Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff  

   Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy & Budget

Caroline Whalen, Director, Department of Executive Services (DES)

Walt Hubbard, Director, Office of Emergency Management, DES

Barb Graf, Chair, Emergency Management Advisory Committee
