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	4
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SUBJECT  An Ordinance approving an interlocal agreement between King County and the City of Kenmore for the transfer of Swamp Creek Park and the Inglewood Wetlands Natural Area.

BACKGROUND:  

In 2002, as the county was experiencing a major revenue shortfall, the Council approved the executive-proposed Parks Business Transition Plan, outlining a strategy for addressing the need to support the Parks and Recreation program of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks in light of funding constraints; in addition to recommending an initial parks levy measure for the voters of the county, the strategy called for major operational cost reductions and a more clear focus for the Parks mission. A key element of the strategy was the transfer of county parks and recreation lands and facilities that are located within the boundaries of cities, to those cities.  

The 2007 report of the Metropolitan Parks Task Force reports major progress on that effort; 31 park sites, pools, and related parks-owned facilities have been transferred to cities since 2002. The report identified seven remaining in-city parks facilities to be transferred.

Two of those parks properties, Swamp Creek Park and the Inglewood Wetlands Natural Area, are the subject of the proposed interlocal agreement between the county and the city of Kenmore authorized by this measure, which would accomplish the transfer of the properties to the city.  

Swamp Creek Park; Inglewood Wetlands Natural Area

These two properties are located entirely within the boundaries of the city of Kenmore; they remain undeveloped.  They were acquired with funding from a combination of sources, including the Washington State Interagency Committee on Outdoor Recreation, Open Space bonds and Conservation Futures funding.

Swamp Creek Park is a 40.42 acre parcel, bordered on the north by NE 175th and NE Bothell Way as well as a section of the Burke Gilman Trail, and on the south by the Sammamish River.  The creek after which it was named, Swamp Creek, runs primarily east and west through the park, before intersecting with the Sammamish River.   It was acquired through funding from IAC, as well as 1989 Open Space Bonds.

Inglewood Wetlands consists of a package of three parcels somewhat westerly of Swamp Creek Park. Two of these border the Sammamish River on the south side of the river, as it runs into Lake Washington; the third parcel borders Lake Washington.  Total acreage is 16.71 acres; it was acquired through Conservation Futures funding.  It apparently is not accessible by public road; the parcels are characterized by tree and brush cover.  

Interlocal Agreement

The Interlocal Agreement accomplishing the transfer of the Swamp Creek and Inglewood Wetlands properties to the City of Kenmore directs the county to convey the property to the city within 30 days of the execution of the agreement.  Among the key provisions of the agreement are the following:  

· The deed associated with the transferred property will contain covenants which require that:

· The property will continue to be used for open space, park and recreation purposes, or equivalent facilities will be conveyed to the county or city.  

· The property will be used for the purposes provided for in the acquisition funding instruments—IAC funding, Open Space bonds and Conservation Futures funds—which prohibit both active recreation and motorized recreation, but allow passive recreation;

· Access to, or use of the property will not be restricted for non-city residents in any way which does not also apply to city residents.  Any user fees will be the same for non-city residents as for city residents.  

 Additional provisions address acceptance of the property as is, release for any defect or deficiency in the property, environmental liability, indemnification and hold harmless, audit and inspections, waiver and amendments, duration, and notice. 

The county reserves a perpetual utility easement through the property, for the purpose of sewer line, reclaimed water line, or other utility line installation, maintenance, repair, or replacement; no facility may be constructed by the city on the utility easement.

Consistent with legal requirement regarding property transfer, Council action on this measure is subject to a public hearing for which due notice is given.  Notice of Public Hearing and News Release are included as attachments.  This item will appear on the Council’s October 13, 2008 agenda for public hearing.  

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0386 (with attachment)

A. Intergovermental Land Transfer Agreement between King County and the City of Kenmore

2.  Transmittal Letter

3.  Fiscal Note

4.  Notice of Public Hearing

5.  News Release
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