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Environment and Transportation Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	8, 9
	Name:
	Paul Carlson

	Proposed No.:
	2010-0271
2010-0272
	Date:
	June 22, 2010

	Invited:  Rick Brater, Manager, Engineering Services, Road Services Division


SUBJECT

Realigning unincorporated area street right-of-way for the new South Park Bridge design, if funding for a replacement bridge is identified.

SUMMARY

The County is continuing its efforts to assemble a funding package for the South Park Bridge replacement project (Roads CIP #300197).  The June 21, 2010 King County Council agenda includes two ordinances: (1) Proposed Ordinance 2010-0331 would approve a $31 million bond sale to finance a $30 million County contribution to the project and related expenses; (2) Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2010-0330 would defer projects currently on the Roads Services Division’s CIP to free up funds for the annual debt payments on the South Park replacement project bonds.  This funding is intended to leverage other local contributions.  A local funding package is essential to the County’s effort to apply for a “TIGER II” federal grant later this summer.
If the replacement project is funded, two unincorporated King County streets will need to be realigned since the new bridge will be constructed next to the site of the existing bridge.  These two proposed ordinances would give the Roads Services Division the authority to realign 14th and 16th Avenues South (Proposed Ordinance 2010-0271) and South Orr Street (Proposed Ordinance 2010-0272).
COUNCIL PRIORITIES

Enactment of these two ordinances will enable the County to be ready to proceed if the federal TIGER II grant is awarded.  Securing funding for the replacement bridge is a Council priority identified in Governance for the Twenty-First Century – 2010 Priorities for King County Government (Motion 13202, Council Action to Enhance Mobility for People, Goods and Services #8.05).
BACKGROUND

State law (RCW 36.81) outlines the requirements for counties to legally establish roads.  RCW 36.81.050 requires a report by the County Road Engineer on the need for the road, the proper terminal points, general course, length, and width, together with a map.  The map is Attachment A to each ordinance and the Engineer’s reports are included in the transmittal packets attached to the ordinances.  RCW 36.81.070 requires notice of a public hearing on the road establishment to be posted for at least 20 days at the termini of the road and for two successive weeks in the county newspaper of record.  For these realignments, posting and advertising are geared toward a July 6 public hearing at the County Council.
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0271 establishes the realignment of 14th Avenue South and 16th Avenue South; this includes the right-of-way to the north and south of the new South Park Bridge as well as the Bridge itself.  Proposed Ordinance 2010-0272 establishes the realignment of South Orr Street, which is near the Bridge on the South Park side of the Duwamish River.  Passage of these ordinances will enable the County to proceed with a replacement project.  If replacement funds are not identified, the Road Services Division staff has indicated that further legislative action by the Council will not be needed to determine the final configuration of streets within the County-owned right-of-way.

ANALYSIS

If the South Park Bridge replacement project is funded, unincorporated area streets will need to be realigned.  Approval of these ordinances will allow the County to certify that it has acquired the right of way needed for the project, an essential condition for the replacement project to be “shovel ready.”
AMENDMENTS

None.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0271 with attachments
2. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0272 with attachments
3. Transmittal Letter

4. Fiscal Note 
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