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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee
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	7
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	2024-0221
	Date:
	August 21, 2024



SUBJECT

[bookmark: _Hlk173145261]Proposed Ordinance 2024-0221 would authorize the execution of two identical interlocal agreements with Mountain View Fire and Rescue and South King Fire relating to fire code operational permits. 

SUMMARY

The proposed ordinance would authorize the King County Executive to sign two identical interlocal agreements (ILA) with Mountain View Fire and Rescue and South King Fire (Fire Authorities). The ILA would allow the Fire Authorities to administer the fire code operational permit program on behalf of King County within the unincorporated areas of Fire Protection Districts No. 39 and 44[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Maps of Fire Protection Districts No. 39 and 44 are provided on page 4 and 5 respectively.] 


The proposed ILAs are a continuation of efforts by the County to delegate certain fire inspection services to local fire districts. Delegated services include conducting inspections, collecting fees, issuing correction notices of fire code violations, and issuing fire permits within the fire district’s jurisdiction. Eight similar ILAs have approved by the Council since 2011, the two most recent of which were approved in January 2023.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ordinance 19736] 


BACKGROUND 

Fire Prevention Inspection Requirement. Title 17 of the King County Code (Fire Code) requires an annual fire prevention inspection for certain types of commercial occupancies. For commercial occupancies in unincorporated areas, these inspections have typically been conducted by the Fire Marshal’s Office (FMO), which is housed within the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (DPER).

Transfer of Fire Prevention Inspections. As a result of staff reductions during the first decade of the 2000s, the FMO identified annual fire prevention inspections as a task that local fire authorities could perform; potentially with greater efficiency and at a lower cost. To test this possibility, the County initiated a pilot program with Bellevue Fire Department and Woodinville Fire and Rescue via ILAs authorized by Ordinance 17187. 

The initial ILAs under the pilot were for one-year terms that began in December 2011. The service results were evaluated in early May 2012 and proved positive:

· Both fire departments were able to complete all required annual inspections (14 for Bellevue and 38 for Woodinville) in less than four months’ time.

· Both fire departments were able to complete the inspections at a lower fee cost to the regulated occupancies than the FMO would have been able to charge ($100 fixed fee for Bellevue and $140/hour for Woodinville, compared to $178.50 per hour for FMO). Over the course of the pilot, the two agencies charged an average fee of $121.75, 32% less than the fee the County would have charged. Fees could be kept lower in part because there is less travel time involved for the local fire departments.

Following the successful review of the pilot program, the Executive proposed, and the Council authorized, longer term, ten-year ILAs with Bellevue Fire Department and Woodinville Fire and Rescue[footnoteRef:3]; with South King Fire and Rescue, Maple Valley Fire and Life Safety, Mountain View Fire and Rescue[footnoteRef:4] and the City of Redmond.[footnoteRef:5]  [3: 1 Ordinance 17334]  [4:  Ordinance 17380]  [5:  Ordinance 18367] 


The initial five ILAs with Bellevue, Woodinville, South King Fire, Maple Valley, and Mountain View are now beyond the ten-year term and have expired. According to the Executive, some existing and new fire district partners have, or are preparing, new ILAs, while other districts previously in the program have declined to continue. In discussions with the fire districts historically, Executive staff heard varying levels of concern regarding the availability of staffing and funding, the roles of the County and fire districts in code enforcement and the way permit nomenclature and permitting software varied among fire districts.    

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2024-0221 would authorize the Executive to execute identical ILAs that would allow Mountain View Fire and Rescue and South King Fire (Fire Authorities) to administer the fire code operational permit program on behalf of King County within the unincorporated areas of Fire Protection Districts No. 39 and 44. 

The key provisions of the proposed agreement include: 

Authority (Section 1)

Section 1 of the proposed ILA outlines the authorities delegated to the Fire Authorities including, performing building and property inspections, handling permit applications, and conducting enforcement on the County’s behalf. Section 1 also establishes that the Fire Authorities may establish their own fee schedules for fire prevention inspections and keep all fees collected; provided, however, the fees cannot exceed the County’s fee schedule.


Program Administration and Implementation (Section 2)

Section 2 of the proposed ILA describes the scope of the fire code operational program and the processes by which the program will be implemented. This section requires: 

· That the County provide the Fire Authorities with a master list of properties and permits in their respective service areas within 45 days of initial execution of the ILA; 

· That the Fire Authorities maintain a list of all permit applications, inspection records, and permits issued under the agreement and provide that list to the County upon request;

· That the Fire Authorities conduct permit inspections at least once annually and follow specific procedures for inspections and violations of the fire code; 

· That the Fire Authorities issue operational permits to applicants once all applicable fire codes and standards have been met and any fees paid;

· That the Fire Authorities consult with the County if any questions arise regarding the interpretation or application of the code; and 

· That the County respond to requests for assistance by the Fire Authorities within five days of receiving such requests. 

Agreement Administration (Section 3)

Section 3 of the proposed ILA states that the County and the Fire Authorities will review the Agreement annually starting on or about January 31, 2024. 

Modifications to the Agreement (Section 4)

Section 4 of the proposed ILA allows for the Agreement to be amended in writing as mutually agreed upon by the County and the Fire Authorities.  

Duration and Termination (Sections 5 and 6)

Section 5 of the proposed ILA sets the term of the Agreement at 10 years from the effective date and Section 6 allows for either party to terminate the agreement with thirty days advanced written notice. 








Fire Protection District Maps

South King Fire (Fire District 39)
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Mountain View Fire and Rescue (Fire District 44)
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ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2024-0221 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
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