                                                                [image: image1.png]u

King County




Physical Environment Committee
STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2009-0464
	Date:
	December 8, 2009

	Invited:
	Laurence Stockton, Groundwater Protection Program Manager, Department of Natural Resources and Parks


SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2009-0464 extends the sunset date of the Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee.  

BACKGROUND
The Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee was established in 2001 by Ordinance 14214.  The committee was created for the purpose of providing oversight, coordination and technical advice regarding the implementation of the Vashon-Maury Island groundwater management plan. 
The King County Code (“KCC”) calls for a committee membership representing water purveyors, water and sewer utilities and associations, residential well users, business owners, agriculturists, the unincorporated area council, the chamber of commerce, and local environmental organizations.  

KCC 9.14.100 defines the following responsibilities for groundwater protection committees: 

· advise the Executive and Council on the groundwater management plan
· advise elected officials from the county, municipalities, special purpose districts, water and sewer utilities and associations and water purveyors on implementation of the groundwater management plan
· make recommendations on the annual and three-year work plan
· participate in and monitor implementation of groundwater management plans
· recommend modifications and updates to groundwater management plans
· coordinate community groundwater protection activities in conjunction with all of the regional entities involved in groundwater protection, especially public education, involvement and stewardship activities
· recommend groundwater protection policies and services tailored to the unique needs of the Vashon-Maury Island groundwater management area
· provide an annual status report

· provide advice on state groundwater regulation.

In 2005, the Council extended the Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee through December 31, 2009 (Ordinance 15082).  Since that time the committee has been meeting regularly, and has provided important input on the implementation of the groundwater management plan.  The committee has unanimously requested that the sunset date be extended.  

Proposed Ordinance 2009-0464

Proposed Ordinance 2009-0464 extends the sunset date for the Vashon-Maury Island Groundwater Protection Committee through December 31, 2013.  The accompanying fiscal note identifies a 2010 cost of $226,294 in Surface Water Management funding to support the committee. That funding pays for the DNRP’s groundwater program coordinator, as well as for the groundwater monitoring and testing efforts of the DNRP laboratory program on Vashon-Maury Island.
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