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Background:  

Since 1975, King County has been a member of the King County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnerships consortia.  King County is responsible to the federal government for all activities undertaken using consortia and other federal homeless, housing and community development funds.  In 2004, the county is receiving approximately $7.2 million in CBDG dollars and approximately $4.5 million in HOME Investment Partnerships dollars.
Recommendations to King County concerning the allocation of these housing and community development funds are provided by the Joint Recommendations Committee (JRC).  The JRC is the inter-jurisdictional policy body for King County and the suburban cities on a wide range of housing and community development issues. 
The JRC was created through the interlocal cooperation agreements that formed the King County CDBG and HOME consortia.  Current JRC membership includes representatives from five cities and four staff from King County.

SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS:  

The ordinance authorizes two amendments to interlocal cooperation agreements with jurisdictions participating in the King County CDBG and HOME Investment Partnerships consortia.  The amendments are as follows:

Amendment 1: 
Expands from five to seven the suburban cities representation on the JRC, and decrease from four to three the King County representation.   The increased suburban cities representation reflects their increased share of the population for jurisdictions participating in the consortia.  Between 1990 and 2000, the suburban cities' share of the county's population outside of Seattle rose from forty-eight percent to seventy percent.  

Analysis:  It is reasonable to change the composition of the JRC to increase suburban cities' representation as a reflection of the proportional increase in population.

Amendment 2:
Reflects the different ways the cities participate in one or both of the CDBG and HOME programs.  The majority of the suburban cities participate in both programs, while some participate only in the HOME program (See Attachment 2 for listing).
CDBG and HOME Participants

In the CDBG program, the cities are classified either a “large”, “pass-through” or “small” city, with representation allocated as follows:  

The three “large” cities (Federal Way, Renton, and Shoreline) choose to participate in the consortium, although they qualify to receive their own CDBG entitlement funds directly.  King County administers their funds through “Joint Agreement.”  These three “Joint Agreement” cities will have a total of two representatives on the JRC, and will rotate representation among the three cities with two years on and one year off.  
“Pass-through” and “small” cities will have three representatives among them that will be appointed to the JRC by the Suburban Cities Association.  One representative must be from a “Pass-through” city, one must be from a “Small” city; and the third may be from either.

HOME-only Participants

Three large cities (Auburn, Bellevue, and Kent) participate only in the HOME Consortium, choosing to receive their own CDBG entitlement grants directly from the federal government.  These three “HOME-only” cities will have a total of two representatives on the JRC, and will rotate representation among the three cities with two years on and one year off.

Analysis:  It is reasonable to change the composition of the suburban cities' representation on the JRC to address the cities’ goals that:

· Each kind of participating city (e.g., “Pass-through,” “Small,” “Joint Agreement,” or “HOME-only”) have representation roughly equal to their share of the Consortium low- and moderate-income population, and

· A balance is maintained to ensure geographic representation from each sub-region of the County.  NOTE:  To achieve this goal, the Suburban Cities Association will work in coordination with the “Joint Agreement” and “HOME only” cities to achieve a broad sub-regional representation.  In addition, the “Joint Agreement” and “HOME only” cities have set up a rotation schedule that ensures that the North and East as well as the South end will always have representation.  
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2004-0094, with proposed amendments to respective interlocal agreements
2. Suburban cities participation in housing programs
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