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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Leah Krekel-Zoppi

	Proposed No.:
	2018-0455
	Date:
	October 29, 2018



SUBJECT

A motion acknowledging receipt of the Parks, Trails and Open Space Replacement Levy Planning Report required by a proviso in the 2017-2018 Biennial Budget. 

SUMMARY

This proposed motion would acknowledge receipt of a report on Parks, Trails, and Open Space Replacement Levy planning, which was required by a proviso in the 2017-2018 Biennial Budget. As required by the proviso, the report discusses how the Parks, Trails, and Open Space Levy replacement will plan for parking at Petrovitsky and Summit Parks. The report states that Parks will perform parking studies for both parks.

BACKGROUND 

The current King County Parks, Trails and Open Space Levy, which provides funding for parks, trails, and open space planning, acquisition, operations, and maintenance in King County, will expire at the end of 2019. Plans for a replacement levy are underway in 2018, and would likely be transmitted to the King County Council in early 2019 for consideration and placement before voters.

The 2017-2018 Biennial Budget Ordinance[footnoteRef:1], was amended[footnoteRef:2] to include a proviso requiring the Executive to transmit a plan to the Council describing how plans for the next Parks, Trails and Open Space Replacement Levy will include provisions to provide parking improvements that will serve the needs of the community at Petrovitsky Park and Summit Park in Maple Valley. [1:  Ordinance 18409]  [2:  Ordinance 18766, Section 40] 


The Proviso, P2, states:

Of this appropriation, $50,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits a parks, trails and open space replacement levy planning report and a motion that should acknowledge receipt of the report and reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion and a motion acknowledging receipt of the report is passed by the council.

The parks, trails and open space replacement levy planning report should include but not be limited to: 

A. A description of how plans for a parks, trails and open space replacement levy will include provisions to provide new and expanded parking options at Petrovitsky Park that will serve the needs of the community and meet the demand for usage at the park; and

B. A description of how plans for a parks, trails and open space replacement levy will include provisions to provide trailhead and parking improvements for the Cedar to Green Trail at Summit Park in Maple Valley, in consultation with the city of Maple Valley.

The executive should file the plan and the motion required by this proviso by September 27, 2018.

On September 13, 2018, the Executive transmitted a report entitled “Parks, Trails, and Open Space Replacement Levy Planning Report: Petrovitsky and Summit Parks.” The report is limited in scope to the issue of planning for potential parking improvements at Petrovitsky and Summit Parks.

At Petrovitsky Park, the report states that Parks will conduct a parking study in the 2020-2025 Parks Levy to assess options in Petrovitsky Park and the properties of nearby potential partners. The report notes that there are environmental and topographical challenges to locating expanded parking within Petrovitsky Park.

At Summit Park, the report states that Parks supports the City of Maple Valley’s proposal for the park, including plans to develop trailhead and parking improvements that could also serve the Green to Cedar Rivers Trail. The report further states that trailhead access improvements will be a high priority in the 2020-2025 Parks Levy, and that Parks will conduct a parking study to provide options for parking at Summit Park if the current plans don’t materialize.

ANALYSIS

The report is minimally responsive to the requirements of Proviso P2 related to planning for parking improvements at Petrovitsky and Summit Parks. Rather than providing provisions to improve parking at Petrovitsky Park and trailhead and parking at Summit Park as required by the proviso, the report provides provisions to conduct parking studies for those parks.

Approval of Proposed Motion 2018-0455 would acknowledge the report and allow Parks to expend or encumber $50,000 restricted by P2.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2018-0455 (and its attachments)
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